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’ Carried to its furthest extreme, the black magician’s | 1.
| (o e : . . e
: ambition is to wield supreme power over the entire universe, e
| - — Evil
| to make himself a god. : for
{ - eyes

{ shall be opened and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil'1® Tn occultism the serpent is a symbol of wisdom, and for
centuries magicians have devoted themselves to the search for
t the forbidden fruit which would bring fulfilment of the serpent’s
| promise, Carried to its furthest extreme, the black magician’s
ambition is to wield supreme power over the entire uni
to make himself a god. ;
| Black magic is rooted in the darkest levels of the mind, and
this is a large part of its attraction, but it is much more than a
product of the love of evil or a liking for mysterious mumbo-
jumbo. It is a titanic attempt to exalt the stature of man, to put
man in the place which religious thought reserves for God. In
spite of its crudities and squalors this gives it a certain magnif-
icence.

The great fascination of magic is in the type of thought on

® The numbers refer to the notes at the end of the book. These notes contain
. references only.
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worldwide. Children in Iran are rs in Irag; Christians

ames; Sikhs w 1 the Punjab; and in

in America throw textbooks

Israel Jewish fundamentalists continue to destroy the hopes of Is

Arab peace activists. When Drawing Down the Moon was published, t
Iranian revolution was still new, Ronald Reagan had not entered the
White House, and “détente” was still a word in common usage

The fundamentalist impulse—coupled with the inevitable rise of

apocal

ic millennialism as we approach the year 2000—is, along with

Preface to the Revised Edition  +  ix

that they remain anti-authc

about mod,

retaining rituals and ecstatic techniques that, in our culture, are used only
by dogmatic religions or are the province of small and forgotten tribal
groups

While Neo-Paganism and modern Wicca are very anarchistic religions

and it is probably wrong to say all Pagans believe this or that, there are

some basic beliefs that most people in this book share:

The world is holy. Nature is holy. The body is holy. Sexuality is holy. The
mind is holy. The imagination is holy. You are holy. A spiritual path that is not
stagnant ultimately leads one to the understanding of one’s own divine nature.

Thou art Goddess. Thou art God.
much within you as without.

Henes m order that 1

saved. They are not so different from their descendents in the 1980s who

wistfully yearn for salvation, even if it takes the form of nuclear war.

Drawing Down the Moon espouses radical polytheism. It is grounded in

the view that reality is multiple and diverse. It stands against all of the

totalistic religious and political views that dominate our society. It says,

“Strive to be comfortable in chaos and complexity. Be as a Shaman who

walks in many worlds. Try to feel strong and whole and at home in a

world of diversity.” The book’s basic assi

mption is that your own
spiritual path is not necessarily mine. In fact, Islamic and Christian

fundamentalism are seen here as appropriate individ;

long as each is seen as rely one flower in the

always includes monotheism. The reverse is not true.

The book focuses on modern Neo-Pagan and Witchcraft because

these religions turn out to be a surprising and amazing attempt by

uthoritar-

Westerners in the heart of our industrial society to create non-

thor

ian and non-dogmatic re

igions. There are many a

religious groups from liberal Christians to Unitarians. What's un

Divinity is imminent in all Nature. It is as

If you go far enough back, all our ancestors practiced religions that had
neither creeds nor dogmas, neither prophets nor holy books. These
religions were based on the celebrations of the seasonal cycles of nature
They were based on what people did, as opposed to what people
believed. It is these polytheistic religions of imminence that are being

revived and re-created by Neo-Pagans today. This book is the story of that

book is the only detailed history of the origins of Neo-Paganism in

the United States. In preparing this new edition, there was a constant

tension between keeping the book as a piece of history and the desire to

bring people up to date. Many people wrote to me requesting that there

be additions instead of changes. Moreover, there was no time for a truly

massive reconstruction of a book that took more than four years to write.

In the end, I took a m course—leaving most of the book intact,
adding several new sections, making small changes here and there, and

creating an extensive Resource Guide to Paj ps, festivals, and

jours
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God came from heaven: became a
man. Made man into!little. Gods:
went backito heaven as'a man. He
faces the Father as'aiman. | face
devilsias the Son of God:
[audience applause]

Do you see what I'm talking about?

You say “"Benny Hinn; am'| a'little
God?"

You're a son of God, aren't.you?

[audience] “Yes.*

You're a child of God, aren't you?

[audience] “Yes."

You're a daughter of God, aren't you?

[audience] “Yes."

What elseiare you?

[audience indistinct]

Quitiyour,nonsense.

What else are you?

[from the audience] “I'lam:*

Ifiyou say “l'am® youire saying “I'm a
part of Him:* right?

[audience] “Right.*

Is' He God?

[audience] “Yes.*

Are you His offspring?

[audience] “Yes.*

Are you His children?

[audience] “Yes."

You can't be human:

[audience applause]
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MorrisiCurello: John, come.on up:here. €Come. on. John
Avanzinii one second; liwantiyouito tell me .what:you
hear:the Spirit. ofiGod'saying.thismorning: Tellme:

John'Avanzini: Whatithe Spirit of.God . .. yes sir.
Morris Curello:VWhat you hear the Spirit of.God saying this
morning.

John Avanzini: That's'it's being declared in the Earth today.
what the eternal purpose of God has been through the
ages and it's coming clearly now that God's people . . .
that He is duplicating Himself in the Earth.
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"Peter said it just as plain, he said
'we are partakers of the divine
nature.' That nature is life eternal in
absolute perfection. And that was
imparted, injected into your spirit
" manand you have that imparted

; . into you by God just as same as
2 ‘ you imparted into your child the
4 S nature of humanity. That child

¥ e b

" wasn't born a whale. Born a human.
f Isn't that true? Well now, you don't
%, have a human, do you? No. You are
Kenneth Copeland . one. You don't have a God in you.
L,- You are one."

. 8 Kenneth Cppefé&h‘d”—*_ﬁ
> _ B ; (1934-2013)
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"You know, why! do peoplelhave
such fit about Godicalli

creation, His"man—not"Hiskwihele
creation/but His ma@ttle@d}.?
If He's God, what's He'goingfto call
them but the god-kind? | mean; if
you as a human being have a baby
you call it a human-kind. If cattle

has another cattle, they call:it

cattle-kind. | mean, what's God
supposed to call them?gDoesn't
the Bible say that we'r?ﬁeated in
His image 2 Joyce Meyer
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ooJeremiaht10:10 =115

But thebBORD js the true CoddtleNisethe
livingaGodiand. the everlasting King®Lietlis
wirath the eacth will fremble, find fhe
nations willinoi be able fosepdure +lis
indignation. Thuskyouv,shall®saysio Tthem.
“The gods Thatihavel noltmade the heavens
and the earith shallSperishsfrom the earth
and from unpdee. 1hesedheavens. ”
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gasitisidivine power has given
tolustallithings that pertain to
lifelandigodliness, through the

knowledge of Him who called

sibyiglory and virtue, by

whichlhave been given to us
exceedingly.great and precious \

promises, that through these ;\ T,

you'may. be partakers of the
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EEurthermore, we have had

human:fathers who corrected
us;andiwepaid them respect.
Shalllwe not'much more readily
belinisubjection to the Father
lofispirits'and. live? For they
indeed'for.a few days

chastened. us as seemed best
tokthem’ but He for our profit,
thatiwe'may, be partakers of His *
holiness."

Heb. 12:9-10
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It is completely
appropriate to judge
doctrine.

Having judged doctrine, it
is iIncumbent to expose
the heresies that are
spiritually injuring people.
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There are identifiable
doctrines that constitute
an occult view of reality.

These doctrines are at the
core of the doctrines of

the Word of Faith
movement.
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These doctrines stand in
stark contrast to the

teachings of the Bible and
to sound reason.
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