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Steven B. Cowan

According to Steven B. Cowan

Five Views on Apologetics
 Classical Method 

 Evidential Method

 Cumulative Case Method
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Gary HabermasJohn Warwick Montgomery

Clark Pinnock
(1937-2010)

Wolfhart Pannenberg
(1928-2014)

Apologists Who 
Emphasize Fact
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Historical Roots 
of Evidentialist 
Apologetics

Defending Against Deism:
William Paley 

and Natural Theology
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William Paley
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The Rise of the Legal 
Witness Model
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Richard Whately
(1786-1863)

Simon Greenleaf 
(1783-1853)

Thomas Sherlock 
(1678-1761)

John Locke 
(1632-1704)

Key Evidentalists
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Clark H. Pinnock
(1937-2010)

Gary Habermas

John Warwick 
Montgomery

Richard Swinburne Josh McDowell

James Orr
(1844(6)-1913)

Joseph Butler
(1692-1752)

Evidentialist 
Apologetics:

Faith Founded 
on Fact
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Methods of 
Discovering Truth

Two Kinds of 
Evidentialism:

Epistemological Evidentialism 
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W. K. Clifford 
(1845-1879)

"It is wrong, 
everywhere, 

always, and for 
anyone, to believe 

anything upon 
insufficient 
evidence."

[W. K. Clifford, Lectures and Essay, 1979, reprinted in Louis P. Pojman, The Theory 
of Knowledge: Classical and Contemporary Readings, 2nd ed. (Belmont: Wadsworth, 
1999), 551]

What about this 
statement? 

What is the 
"sufficient evidence" 

for it?
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Epistemological 
evidentialism has 
nothing to do with 

the evidentialism we 
are interested in our 

study here.

Two Kinds of 
Evidentialism:

Apologetical Evidentialism
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"It is wrong, everywhere, 
always, and for anyone, to tell 

someone else to believe       
something other than on the 

basis of evidence."

Priority of Fact 
and Induction
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Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

"Evidentialism is 
primarily inductive, 

rather than deductive, 
in its logical form."

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]
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Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

"Inductive arguments reason 
from as many facts, or data, 

as can be mustered to a 
conclusion that is shown to 
be supported in some way 
by the facts. By contrast, 

deductive arguments, such 
as those favored in classical 
apologetics, reason from as 
few facts, or premises, as 
are needed to conclusion 

that is shown to follow from 
the facts."

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]

Probable Character of 
Evidentialist Arguments
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The Postmodern 
Challenge to Evidentialism

Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman
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Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

"In general, 
evidentialists make 
common cause with 
classical apologists 
in rejecting outright 
the relativism and 

subjectivism of 
postmodernism ...."
[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]

Critical Use of 
Philosophy 
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Speculative Philosophy Analytic Philosophy 

concerned primarily with the 
analysis of concepts and 

terms and the clarification of 
language 

In its most extreme forms, 
it denies that philosophy 

has its own body 
of knowledge. 

A. J. Ayer
(1910-1989)
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A. J. Ayer
(1910-1989)

"We mean also to 
rule out the 

supposition that 
philosophy can be 

ranged alongside the 
existing sciences, as 
a special department 

of speculative 
knowledge." 

[A. J. Ayer, Language, Truth and Logic (New York:  Dover 
Publications, 1952), p. 48] 

A. J. Ayer
(1910-1989)

"There is no field of 
experience which 

cannot, in principle, 
be brought under 

some form of 
scientific law, and no 
type of speculative 

knowledge about the 
world which it is, in 

principle, beyond the 
power of science to 

give." 
[Ayer, Language, p. 48] 
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A. J. Ayer
(1910-1989)

"But, actually, the validity of 
the analytic method is not 

dependent on any empirical, 
much less any metaphysical, 

presupposition about the 
nature of things. For the 

philosopher, as an analyst, 
is not directly concerned 

with the physical properties 
of things. He is concerned 
only with the way in which 
we speak about them. In 

other words, the 
propositions of philosophy 

are not factual, but linguistic 
in character." 

[Ayer, Language, p. 57] 

Speculative Philosophy Analytic Philosophy 

concerned primarily with the 
analysis of concepts and 

terms and the clarification of 
language 

In its most extreme forms, 
it denies that philosophy 

has its own body 
of knowledge. 

also seeks to synthesize its 
findings into a 

comprehensive view of all 
reality 

It maintains that philosophy 
has its own body of 

knowledge and can discover 
truths about reality.  
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Christianity 
Vindicated by 

Science

Miracles as 
Evidence for God
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Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

"Evidentialists believe that 
miracles, like fulfilled 

prophecy, can be used in 
the verification of the 

supernatural. ... Classical 
apologists tend to argue 

that one must first 
establish the existence of 

God in order to render 
miracles credible."

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]
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Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

"Evidentialists believe that 
miracles, like fulfilled 

prophecy, can be used in 
the verification of the 

supernatural. ... Classical 
apologists tend to argue 

that one must first 
establish the existence of 

God in order to render 
miracles credible."

[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 157]

Strengths and 
Weaknesses of 
Evidentialism



33

Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Strengths
Recognizes that probability is unavoidable 

Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman
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Appealing methods of inquiry 
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Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Strengths
Recognizes that probability is unavoidable

Appealing methods of inquiry

Stresses the factual evidence 

Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Weaknesses
Assumes the theistic worldview 
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Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Weaknesses
Assumes the theistic worldview

Uses hidden presuppositions.

Ken D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Weaknesses
Assumes the theistic worldview

Uses hidden presuppositions

Underestimates the human factor


