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Kenneth D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Kenneth D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

According to Kenneth Boa/Bowman
Faith Has Its Reasons

 Classical: It Stands to Reason 

 Evidentialist: Just the Facts

 Reformed: God Said It

 Fideist: By Faith Alone 

 Integrative Approach   
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Kenneth D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

According to Kenneth Boa/Bowman
Faith Has Its Reasons

 Evidentialist: Just the Facts  

Richard SwinburneJohn Warwick 
Montgomery
(1931-2024)

Clark Pinnock
(1937-2010)

James Orr
(1844-1913)

Joseph Butler
(1692-1752)

Brian K. Morley
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Brian K. Morley

Presuppositionalism

Reformed Epistemology

Combinationalism

Classical Apologetics

Evidentialism

According to Brian K. Morley
Mapping Apologetics

Brian K. Morley

Evidentialism

According to Brian K. Morley
Mapping Apologetics

Gary Habermas John Warwick Montgomery
(1931-2024)
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Definition of 
Evidentialism
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Remember the difference 
between Classical 

Empiricism and Modern / 
Contemporary Empiricism.

Undoubtedly the empiricism 
they have in mind here is 
Modern / Contemporary 

Empiricism.

It coincides in large part 
with the third step of the 

Classical Apologetics 
system but with several 
important differences.
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Kenneth D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

Kenneth D. Boa Robert M. Bowman

"Rather than defending 
the faith in two stages, 

as does classical 
apologetics (first by 

defending theism, then 
by defending specifically 

Christian claims), 
evidentialism uses 

multiple lines of 
evidence to support 
Christian theism as 

a whole."
[Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 
139/237]
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Brian K. Morley

Brian K. Morley

"Virtually all evidentialists 
accept arguments for 

theism, but they do not 
believe that theism must 

be established before 
making the case for 

Christianity. Geisler [a 
Classical Apologist] 

insists that only theism 
gives the facts of history 

any meaning. 
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Brian K. Morley

"We have seen, however, 
that [William Lane] Craig 

[also a Classical 
Apologist] believes it is 

possible to make the case 
for Christianity without 

first making the case for 
theism, though he 

believes the case is 
stronger overall if theism 

is established first."

[Brian K. Morley, Mapping Apologetics: Comparing 
Contemporary Approaches. (Downers Grove: IVP 
Academic, 285]  

Brian K. Morley

"We have seen, however, that 
[William Lane] Craig [also a 

Classical Apologist] believes it is 
possible to make the case for 

Christianity without first making 
the case for theism, though he 
believes the case is stronger 

overall if theism is established 
first."

[Brian K. Morley, Mapping Apologetics: Comparing 
Contemporary Approaches. (Downers Grove: IVP 
Academic, 285]  

"Virtually all evidentialists accept 
arguments for theism, but they do 

not believe that theism must be 
established before making the 
case for Christianity. Geisler [a 
Classical Apologist] insists that 
only theism gives the facts of 

history any meaning. 
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Brian K. Morley

"We have seen, however, that 
[William Lane] Craig [also a 

Classical Apologist] believes it is 
possible to make the case for 

Christianity without first making 
the case for theism, though he 
believes the case is stronger 

overall if theism is established 
first."

[Brian K. Morley, Mapping Apologetics: Comparing 
Contemporary Approaches. (Downers Grove: IVP 
Academic, 285]  

"Virtually all evidentialists accept 
arguments for theism, but they do 

not believe that theism must be 
established before making the 
case for Christianity. Geisler [a 
Classical Apologist] insists that 
only theism gives the facts of 

history any meaning. 

Strictly speaking, Geisler says 
that without a worldview at all, 

the facts of history have 
no meaning.

But Geisler also says that 
different worldviews give the 

facts of history different 
meanings (instead of no 

meaning at all). 

Thus, in summarizing Geisler, 
Morley should have 

characterized Geisler as saying 
"only theism gives the facts of 

history the TRUE meaning." 

Historical Roots 
of Evidentialist 
Apologetics
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Defending Against Deism:
William Paley 

and Natural Theology
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William Paley
(1743-1805)
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William Paley
(1743-1805)

 English theologian 

 Born in Peterborough

 Degree from Christ College, 
Cambridge

 Elected fellow of Christ College, 
1766

 Lectured on metaphysics, 
morals, and the Greek New 
Testament

 Ordained a priest in 1767

 Became chancellor of Carlisle, 
1789-1792

 Active opponent of the slave-
trade
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Victor J. Stenger
(1935-2014)
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"The fifth way is 
taken from the 

governance of the 
world.   
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"We see that things 
which lack 

intelligence, such as 
natural bodies, act 
for an end, and this 
is evident from their 

acting always, or 
nearly always, in the 
same way, so as to 

obtain the best 
result. 

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Hence it is plain that 
not fortuitously [non 

a casu] but 
designedly [ex 

intentione], do they 
achieve their end. 
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Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Now whatever lacks 
intelligence cannot 

move toward an end, 
unless it be directed 

by some being 
endowed with 

knowledge and 
intelligence; as the 
arrow is shot to its 
mark by the archer. 

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)

"Therefore, some 
intelligent being 

exists by whom all 
natural things are 

directed to their end; 
and this being we 

call God."
[Summa Theologica, I, 2, iii]
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Brian K. Morley
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Brian K. Morley

"Recent discoveries in 
science have also 

heightened interest in a 
form of the teleological 
argument suggested by 
Aquinas. The inference 

from design to a designer 
focused on living things as 

the best examples of 
design until Darwin 

theorized that design was 
only apparent and was 
actually a product of 

natural forces."
[Brian K. Morley, Mapping Apologetics: Comparing 
Contemporary Approaches. (Downers Grove: IVP 
Academic, 243] 

William A. Dembski
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William A. Dembski

"From Church Fathers like 
Gregory of Nazianzus ... 
to medieval scholars like 
... Thomas Aquinas ... to 
Reformed thinkers like ... 
Charles Hodge, we find 

theologians making 
design arguments. ... The 
most famous ... is William 

Paley's watchmaker 
argument."

["Introduction: Mere Creation" in Mere 
Creation: Science, Faith and Intelligent Design 
(Downers Grove, InterVarsity, 1998), 16]

John M. Frame
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John M. Frame

"The fifth way, the teleological, 
is an argument that has 
remained popular since 

Aquinas's time, associated 
with apologists such as 
William Paley and F. R. 

Tennant. The contemporary 
'intelligent design' movement 

of Phillip Johnson, William 
Dembski, Michael Behe, and 
others seeks to show that this 

argument survives the 
challenge of evolutionary 

theory."
[A History of Western Philosophy and Theology 
(Phillipsburg: P &R, 2015), 149]

John M. Frame

"This is Paley's 
Famous 'watchmaker' 

illustration of the 
teleological argument, 
which, we may recall, 

was the fifth of 
Aquinas's five ways of 

demonstrating the 
existence of God."

[A History of Western Philosophy and Theology 
(Phillipsburg: P &R, 2015), 239, emphasis in 
original]
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Steve Wilkens

Steve Wilkens

"While variations of Thomism are 
generally associated with Catholic 

scholarship, natural theology has also 
found advocates among Protestant 
thinkers. Perhaps the best known is 

William Paley, who crafted the 
so-called watchmaker argument for 
God's existence. This argument, a 

variation of Aquinas's design 
argument, states that a person who 

observes the intricacies of a 
mechanical watch's inner workings will 
logically conclude 'that the watch must 

have had a maker …. ' "
[Steve Wilkens, ed. Faith and Reason: Three Views. Downers Grove: 
IVP Academic, 31. Wilkens' quote of Paley is from William Paley, Natural 
Theology, ed. Matthew D. Eddy and David Knight (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2006), p. 8]  
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Tawa J. Anderson

W. Michael Clark

David K. Naugle

Tawa J. Anderson

W. Michael Clark

David K. Naugle

"Aquinas's fifth way is a teleological (or 
fine-tuning) argument for God's existence 

… Teleological arguments for God's 
existence, then, suggest that what is 

known about the world around us (natural 
revelation) indicates purpose, design, and 
intentionality, which require a suprahuman

(i.e., transcendent or divine) designer. 
Aquinas's design argument has been 

strengthened by philosophers and 
scientists like William Paley (1743-1805) 

and, more recently, Robin Collins."
[Tawa Anderson, W. Michael Clark, and David K. Naugle An Introduction of Christian 
Worldview: Pursuing God's Perspective in a Pluralistic World (Downers Grove, IVP Academic, 
2017), 101]  
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Ed. L. Miller
(1937-2014)

Ed. L. Miller
(1937-2014)

Ed. L. Miller

"St. Thomas listed [the 
design argument] as the 
Fifth Way .... One of the 
best-known, though now 

out-of-date, statements of 
this argument is provided 

by the Anglican divine 
William Paley ..."

[Questions that Matter: An Invitation to Philosophy (New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 1987), 290, 291] 
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Helen Buss Mitchell
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William H. Halverson

William H. Halverson

"The argument ... is 
commonly called the 

teleological argument ... 
Aquinas's fifth way is a 

version of this argument, 
but the 'classical' 
statement of the 

argument is in William 
Paley's Evidences of the 
Existence and Attributes 

of the Deity."
[Questions that Matter: An Invitation to Philosophy 
(New York: McGraw-Hill, 1987), 290, 291] 
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Alvin Plantinga
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Alvin Plantinga

"Fine-tuning and Behe-type 
arguments are ordinarily 

thought of as contemporary 
versions of a venerable 

theistic argument, the so-
called 'argument from 

design' ... Design arguments 
go back to the 'fifth way' of 
Thomas Aquinas and can 

also be found in the ancient 
world. A particularly well 
known (and often cited) 
version is due to William 

Paley (1743-1805)."
[Alvin Plantinga, Where the Conflict Really Lies: 
Science, Religion, & Naturalism (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 237] 
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The 13th Century medieval theologian St. Thomas Aquinas was 
perhaps the most famous subscriber to this argument, but the 
most cited statement of the argument is that of William Paley 
in the 18th Century who likened the universe to a watch, with 
many ordered parts working in harmony to further some 
purpose.
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Michael Shermer

Michael Shermer

"Aquinas's fifth way 
deals with 'the 
governance of 

things.' ... Modern 
design arguments 

are more 
sophisticated and 

involve the 
intricacies of design 

in nature ..." 
[How We Believe: Science, Skepticism, and the 
Search for God, 2nd ed. (New York: Henry Holt, 
2000), 94]
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"Things in the world look ... 
designed. Nothing ... looks 

designed unless it is. 
Therefore, there must have 

been a designer, and we 
call him God.  Aquinas 

himself used the analogy of 
an arrow moving towards a 

target .... The argument 
from design is the only one 
still in regular use today ... 
Darwin was impressed by it 

when ... he read it in 
William Paley's Natural 

Theology."
[The God Delusion (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 
2006), 79]
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Formal Cause
that which
an effect is 

= form, structure, or 
nature of the watch:  

"watch-ness"
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One should note that 
neither Aristotle nor 

Aquinas maintains that 
artifacts (as opposed to 
natural) objects have 
metaphysical Form.

It is, however, easier to 
illustrate the four causes 

by way of an artifact.

Material Cause
that out of which 

an effect is 

= what the watch is 
made of: metal and 

glass
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Efficient Cause
that by which 
an effect is 

= who produced the 
watch:  the horologist

Final Cause
that for which 

an effect is  

= why the watch was 
built:  to tell the time
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to tell time.

artifact
The watchmaker imposes a 

"form" from his mind 

FORMAL CAUSE

MATERIAL CAUSE

EFFICIENT CAUSE

FINAL 
CAUSE

the form (which is intrinsic to the 
natural kind) 

to its proper end or telos 

directs 

the 

natural 

kind  

natural kind
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There is nothing intrinsic to 
the metal and glass that 

causes it to become 
a watch.

The "form" or "nature" of 
the watch is completely 

accounted for by the 
EXTRINSIC mind of the 

watchmaker. 

Aristotle maintains that 
there is a real, 

metaphysical aspect to the 
tadpole that causes it to go 

from tadpole to bullfrog.

The Form is INTRINSIC and 
contains the potencies to 

be actualized that will move 
the tadpole toward its 

teleology.

Aquinas agrees with Aristotle 
that the Form is INTRINSIC to 
a natural object and accounts 
for the potencies to move it 

toward its teleology.

But he argues that only God 
as ipsum esse subsistens can 
account for the existence of 
the Form as the EXTRINSIC, 

i.e., transcendent Creator 
of the world.

There is nothing intrinsic to 
the metal and glass that 

causes it to become 
a watch.

The "form" or "nature" of 
the watch is completely 

accounted for by the 
EXTRINSIC mind of the 

watchmaker. 

Aristotle maintains that 
there is a real, 

metaphysical aspect to the 
tadpole that causes it to go 

from tadpole to bullfrog.

The Form is INTRINSIC and 
contains the potencies to 

be actualized that will move 
the tadpole toward its 

teleology.

Aquinas agrees with Aristotle 
that the Form is INTRINSIC to 
a natural object and accounts 
for the potencies to move it 

toward its teleology.

But he argues that only God 
as can 
account for the existence of 
the Form as the EXTRINSIC, 

i.e., transcendent Creator 
of the world.

subsistent existence itself 
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The Rise of the Legal 
Witness Model
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John Locke 
(1632-1704)

The Reasonableness of Christianity as 
Delivered in the Scriptures (1695)

 English philosopher of 
epistemology and political 
philosophy

 Studied theology, natural science, 
philosophy, and medicine at 
Oxford University

 "… found the stodgy 
Scholasticism that still pervaded 
the Oxford of his day to be 
'perplexed with obscure terms 
and useless questions'"*

 Also authored of An Essay 
Concerning Human Understanding 
and Two Treatises on Government

*William F. Lawhead, Voyage of Discovery: A Historical Introduction to 
Philosophy (Belmont: Wadsworth, 2002), 281. 

John Locke 
(1632-1704)

The Reasonableness of 
Christianity as Delivered in the 

Scriptures (1695)
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Thomas Sherlock
(1678-1761)

The Tryal of the Witnesses of the 
Resurrection of Jesus (1729) 

 English theologian

 Bishop in the Church of England

 Educated at Cambridge University

 Aimed his apologetic efforts 
against the Deists during Deist 
Controversy of the 17th and 18th

centuries

 Some scholars suggest that his 
The Tryal of the Witnesses of the 
Resurrection of Jesus was read 
and countered by David Hume

Thomas Sherlock
(1678-1761)

The Tryal of the Witnesses of the 
Resurrection of Jesus (1729) 

 English theologian

 Bishop in the Church of England

 Educated at Cambridge University

 Aimed his apologetic efforts 
against the Deists during Deist 
Controversy of the 17th and 18th

centuries

 Some scholars suggest that his 
The Tryal of the Witnesses of the 
Resurrection of Jesus was read 
and countered by David Hume

Deism is the view that 
God exists and has 

created the universe, but 
does not miraculously 
intervene in the affairs 

of creation.  
Deists
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Richard Whately
(1786-1863)

Historic Doubts Relative to Napoleon Bonaparte (1849)

Introductory Lessons on Christian Evidences (1850)  

 Anglican archbishop of Dublin

 Educated at Oriel College, Oxford

 Actively supported Catholic 
emancipation and the granting of 
civil rights to Jews

 Authored Elements of Logic (1826) 
which some consider to be the 
first English work defending logic 
as a field of study

 Involved in debates surrounding 
principles of economics and value

Simon Greenleaf
(1783-1853)

The Testimony of the Evangelists (1874)

 American lawyer

 Taught law at Harvard Law School

 "… took Sherlock's approach to 
the resurrection to new heights"*

 His Treatise on the Law of 
Evidences (3 vols.) was a standard 
text in American law into the 19th

century

 The Simon Greenleaf School of 
Law was founded by John 
Warwick Montgomery.

*Boa, Bowman, Faith Has Its Reasons, 142/241
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Simon Greenleaf
(1783-1853)

The Testimony of 
the Evangelists (1874)

Richard Whately
(1786-1863)

Historic Doubts Relative to 
Napoleon Bonaparte (1849)

Introductory Lessons on 
Christian Evidences (1850)

Thomas Sherlock
(1678-1761)

The Tryal of the Witnesses of the 
Resurrection of Jesus (1729)

John Locke 
(1632-1704)

An Essay Concerning Human 
Understanding (1689)

Key Evidentalists
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Gary HabermasJosh McDowellRichard Swinburne

John Warwick 
Montgomery
(1931-1924)

Clark H. Pinnock
(1937-2010)

James Orr
(1844(6)-1913)

Joseph Butler
(1692-1752)

Joseph Butler
(1692-1752)

 Raised Presbyterian but later 
entered Anglicanism

 Authored The Analogy of Religion, 
Natural and Revealed, to the 
Constitution and Course of Nature

 "Many historians see this book as 
the greatest refutation of deism 
that was produced in the early 
eighteenth century."*

 It is widely recognized among 
scholars that Butler's work was 
admired by David Hume.

*L. Russ Bush, Classical Readings in Christian Apologetics: A.D. 100—
1800 (Grand Rapids: Academie (Zondervan), 1983), 327-328.
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Joseph Butler
(1692-1752)

Cornelius Van Till
(1895-1987)

Joseph Butler
(1692-1752)

Cornelius Van Till
(1895-1987)

Thomas Aquinas
(1225-1274)
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"The great textbook of 
evangelical [i.e., non-

Calvinistic Protestantism] 
apologetics is Bishop 

Butler's famous Analogy. 
… Its argument is closely 

similar to that which is 
found, for instance, in the 
Summa contra Gentiles of 

Thomas Aquinas."
[Cornelius Van Till, The Defense of the Faith, 4th ed. by K. Scott Oliphint 
(Philliipsburg: P&R, 2008), 102]

"The great textbook of 
evangelical [i.e., non-

Calvinistic Protestantism] 
apologetics is Bishop 

Butler's famous Analogy. 
… Its argument is closely 

similar to that which is 
found, for instance, in the 
Summa contra Gentiles of 

Thomas Aquinas."
[Cornelius Van Till, The Defense of the Faith, 4th ed. by K. Scott Oliphint 
(Philliipsburg: P&R, 2008), 102]
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In criticizing Van Till's characterization of Butler's 
thinking as "closely similar" to Aquinas's, I am 

not suggesting that Butler's apologetic 
is necessarily flawed.

Indeed, as I have already pointed out, 
Evidentialism is very nearly identical to the third 

step in the Classical Apologetic system.

However, when it comes to elements in one's 
apologetic that implicitly or explicitly employ 

some measure of metaphysics (e.g., in arguing 
for God's existence or attributes, exploring God 

and morality, or unpacking aspects of human 
knowledge), I am suggesting that when such 

elements are not grounded in Classical Realism, 
they are more susceptible to 

philosophical refutation. 

.
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To be 
continued …


