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Why would Peter expect his readers -_‘ [f', 3.:1]5 G@

to be asked about the hope that is in

them? "But: sametiny

s Because they were bearing up

under persecution Godiim f@U [ﬁ?@u
What exactly is that hope? always be r@a@]y If@ @
s The hope of the resurrection v
| a defenseXtoyelenyone

and eternal life

What is their reason for that hope? who WM GRIEAS O/,
<+ God raised Jesus from the dead, for thexhopekt ¢ s i

proving that our sins are forgiven
by His grace through our faith. _VOU Wlth mee'kneSS @FD@

What is the defense of that reason?
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Apologetics means “the
defense of the faith:*

Apologetics Is putting
forth"evidence and
arguments demaonstrating
that Christianity/is true.




7/23/2025

Apologetics is'knowing
and’'showing why.
you believeithat
Christianity isitrue.

Apologetics Is' knowing
and’'showing why.
you believeithat
Christianity isitrue.
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. l - demonstrating to

b Apologrlc ' is'knowing yourself that
. and Showing why: _ Christianity is true

y:ou beligve, that
Chnst:am isitrue. demonstrating to

others that
- Christianity is true
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How didithe
Bible come down
o Us-today? -

IsitherBlble
rellable’?
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If God is all
powerful andall
loving, why is:there
evil in-the world?
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TherBiblerisiclear
about defending'therfaith:

Therapostiesiengaged.
in defending thefaith:

The evidence Is strong
for defending the faith.

DTherBiblerisiclear
aboutidefending
the faith.
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"But sanetifygtheyEelel
God inyeugneas
alwaysibe o give
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| Beloved, while J was very
iligent to write to you concerning |

b our common salvation, ) found it |
necessary to write to you |

all delivered to the saints. “.
Jude ’
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"For there are many
insubordinate, both
idle talkers and
deceivers, especially
those of the
circumcision, whose
mouths must be
stopped,”

Titus 1:10-11a
(cf. Matthew 22:29-34)

it
rmgr&y nor are glven

v .
(o) i G@d in heaven
"y

.-
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-
But concerning)the resurrection

|

of'theidead, havé‘yoﬁ ‘n ’t-’read»

what was Spoken to you gyghod,
sayﬂmg, ﬁn theGod of Abraham,

God of: Isaac and the'God of.

Jacob 2 God Es not ‘the ng of the"

& Lo d,«bﬂ:'t i th & nvm ‘ :

-

Andlhen the multitddes Igea‘rd

PI?,S they werel astamslge’d-a% His

- 4
teachlng ] when the Pharlsees
. ‘heard thatit had Silencecdhthe

Sadducees they gathered

21
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Bt ey coulie! net celel [ g

i [Alis woress n e pPresence
or the peoplE. ey %

merveled et [Hlis enswer end

kept silent.
Ly 20:26

-
S
b~

'The apostles engaged.

in.defending
the faith:.
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qnfmredm strength o]
| !confounded the Jews who
' 'dwelt in Damascus, proving’
E ‘Cthat this iles:"ls is the

"Amdﬂhe;spoke boldly in-the
~name; of | %‘he Lord Jesus and
1 dlsputed agamst the =
? 4 Hellenlsts ‘but they

!

rattemptedfto kill hlm.

Ny~ %
. gﬁ, {CIS8

23



(herefere when Paul-and

Bagnabas had no small
dlssen‘smn a'nd dispute

w:th them they determined”
B Fthat PauI and Barnabas and’

te

tIes and elders
&gjgl:’jestiifn g

1 A‘?cts\15 2
'}m & W

&

S W

reasoned wrth them from F
E the Scrlptures Pexplamlng

and dem‘g‘s‘tratrngﬁhat the;
ChI’IS had to?sﬁffer and -
- 7om the é de ad,
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i‘ "’for three Sabbaths
reasoned w:th them from *
the Scrlptures Pexplalnlng

and deni stratlng that the|

Chns@w&l to suffer and

rlse agan frorn the dea d

!|. N w__ .g

%d saylng,.._Thls Jesus
()vhong Ipreach§ to.you is the
| Chrlst egAnd somerof them
. i kwe’re persuaded; anda
" ﬁ \igreat multitude of the
devolit, @‘r‘e%ksw and. not a g
few! of@e Ieadln‘g women,
Jjoined I‘ and Sllas’a
!( > N/ ‘ACtS‘—g{I 7@2' 4

A
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([ 7F

herefere he_reasoned in
theés}magogue with the
1 Jews and with the*Gentile -
(| kwo:rshlpers, 3alpd in the F
'markea'ce dally w:th

ﬁsynagogue every Sabbath
and per‘suaded both Jews
and Greekss And he came b

lto E;)hesus an!d Ieft them ’

26
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e ﬁsynagogue every Sabbath
afd perfsuaded both Jews
and Greekss And he came 4

to Ephesus * an!d Ieft them ’

V. ﬁé\ngxhe went into the
sy?agogue and spoke
| 1 ! boldly for three months,
o | ﬁre‘asonmg and persuadlng .
" ﬁ | concerning] ‘the things of |
the klng‘%%m‘ef God. ! But
when s;ﬁn% we?e hardened
and. d‘ﬂd not belleve b%t
eevillo ofithe. Wa;@

2.~ spoke'e ofit
A 'f befo th ]multltude
Iy . I @ U
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Khe: dg arted_from them

St

rand withdrew the disciples,
11| bk A
g ",. sasonmg dally in the
i S ¢ hool i Tyrannus And | =
E d thls fcontmued for two
years SO thaft all %Vlayo dwelt
hear;gl@‘?@e word of

tlle Lorganesus both Jews
7 8 b e Greeks ﬁ

g@Acts 19: 8-'10
S “' N \&; AT y

R"So-when_they had--
| appomted hlmja day, many
| | came to’hlm at his*lodging,
‘ to»whom hegexplamed and .
solemnly tes.tlfled of the
kmﬁ%}n*of God
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1 &rom-both ithe-Law-of
Moses and the Prophets
| from mornlng itill'evening.
; And some were‘lpersuaded 4
lby the thingss Wthh were
) o

e#e‘iie% " ; a
Acts«a‘Q 23

f&o v g

A some mocked,%whlle others’

| fesurrectlon S the dead,
| Psal‘fd “We will hear you
J agamon thls imatter.”

\; A%ts 17 32
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:’;rpm*bothnt_he Law.of
||Moses and the Prophets,
from mornmglt.'u evening.

L | Notice the three different
spoken and sgme.

:f’%fd b responses to Paul

Acts 28 23 24

- ’F" ) preaching and
:‘from‘borh the'Law.of apo’ogetics,

Moses and the Prophets,
I from mommgit.ﬂ" evening.

y";gvg’mw I submit that we should

‘ "'Sbeﬂfﬁi A ;3'&4 expect the same
responses.

An‘a"ﬂwhen rhey heard of.the =
1162 4 Sl et In other words, we will not

| sam‘ We willlhear you

agfaln on th:s'marter Win e Very arg um en t!

\ Acts 1? 324

The evidence is strong
for defending
the faith.
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Christianity.is
supported by philosophy.

grounded in hlstory

Christianity is
corroborated by science.

Christianity is
supported by
philosophy.

31
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Ri@h‘ard @u H@We E%n@n
@iﬁﬁmlﬁ\@@&@ﬂm

ez L GaET el &
et of EHleSEERY e ApeliogEies

Evenalical Seminery
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Norman L. Geisler'?}“hai
Professor.of Philasoph lgz @I@getlcs "
SoutherniEvangelicalfSeminany
Past President, 1ntema1ionél‘50@1e1y @l Chms Apologencs
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C-g’ntcncling fo _.
ssuigal A’ctributcs o

~ " Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.
s '?éé Provost
" Norman |, Geisler Frofessor of Christian Apologetic_s
Southern Evangeliﬁl Seminary * Char{oﬂc, NC
Q& Fast President, [ntemational Snr.ieta of Christian APalogeﬁcs

]
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FThe Problem

-of E vil ,,,-ff"
; R:chard G Howe, P_h D

{ ;
e Provost
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Christianitydis
L greundediinthistory s
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Eyewitness
Testimony.

43



“For we did not follow
cunningly devised
fables when we made
known to you the
power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses

of His majesty.”
2 Peter 1:16

"That which was from the
beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands
have handled, concerning the

Word of life; the life was

manifested, and we have

seen, and bear witness,

7/23/2025

44



7/23/2025

"and declare to you that
eternal life which was with
the Father and was
manifested to us; that which
we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also
may have fellowship with us;
and truly our fellowship is
with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ.”

1 John 1:1-3

"Inasmuch as many; have!
taken in hand to setiin

order a narrative of those}
things which are: most
surely believed among}us)
just as those who'from
the beginning were
eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word

delivered them to'us;
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"it seemed good to'me
also, having had perfect
understanding of: all
things from the veryfirst;

to write to you an orderly;
account, most excellent
Theophilus, that you may;
know the certainty; of:
those things in whichlyou
were instructed-*
Lukel1:1=4)

"For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ
died for our sins according to the 5% (g‘
Scriptures, and that He was buried, - <)
and that He rose again the third day "
according to the Scriptures, and that
He was seen by Cephas, then by the
twelve.

46
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"After that He was seen by over five
hundred brethren at once, of whom
the greater part remain to the '
present, but some have fallen
asleep. After that He was seen by
James, then by all the apostles.
Then last of all He was seen by me
also ..."
1 Cor. 15:3-8

Notice the Argument of
1Cor. 15




Scriptures, and'thattHe:was buried, and that
Eleell e iallte] @&l according to the
Scriptures, and that He was seen ..."

*»Christ Died
»according to the Scriptures
»and was buried

*»Christ Rose
»according to the Scriptures
»and was seen

e, -
"‘"—,:h-' e

R .uummrumn?;

: =“-mh , ‘

Blbllcal
Manuscnpts 4

-
f
y
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. References

B Outsideithe Bible
to'Biblical People,
Places¥and Events

i Roman Fistorianss
Tacitus

(c. ARESS=120) \
TherAnnalstor
Imper/al Romel '}

49
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Roman Historian
Suetonius

(€T ADI69:11126)
The Twelve Caesars

Jewish Historian
Flavius Josephus
(c. AD 37-100)
Antiquities of
the Jews

50
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Christianity. i
corroborated
science.

52



7/23/2025

~ Some scientiststargueithat
the evidencershowsithat
\theruniverselbeganitoiexist
i % alfiniteltimelago’

e
)
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Some sc:entlsts rgue

that that the mfo‘i E
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RiuinsfiofiUofithelChaldees
1cH20000BC

Rums o1 Jerlchcw”____._;
| 400‘\BC S
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Ruins of therP

ool of{Siloam;(John'9)
\\}"‘*-i._, Cadka IRY | e e

i
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o T T
“assee W
ety o ||| "

Whaﬂ%\"ﬁib

Apologetics
can answer
honest
intellectual
questions.
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i=rJohn'20:24-31 <

NowaTlihomas) called the Twin,
lonelofitheltwelve; was not with
themiwheniJesus came. The
otherdisciplesitherefore said

lhim'y&We'have seen the

Eord¥2Sorhe said to them,
gUnlessiliseelin His hands the
printiofithelnails, and put my

fingerintoithelprint of the nails,
putimyshandintol His side,
Wiwillfnot'believe.*

i>=Johni20:24-31 <
Andiaftereightidays His

disciplesiwere again inside,
andilihemasiwith them. Jesus
cameitheidoors being shut,
andjstoodiinithe!midst, and
saidg:Peaceltoyou!" Then He
sajditoslhomas, “Reach your
fingerdhere;and look at My
handsandireach'your hand
here¥andiputiitiinto: My side.

Dolnotibelunbelieving, but
believing:=

59
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lerJohnt20:24-31 <

AndiThomas'answered and
sajditolHim, #My:Lord and my
God!#Jesus said to him,
glihomasybecauselyou have
seemMeyou haveibelieved.
Blessedlareithoselwho have
inotiseeniand yet have
believed-*

ie=Johni20:24-31 <=

Anditrulytdesus did many other
Signslinitheipresence of His
disciplesjiwhichiareinot written
linkthisibooks; but these are
writtenithatlyou may believe
thattdesus'is' the Christ, the
SonlofiGod;;and that believing
yourmayshavellife in'His name.
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Apologetics
can expose
dishonest
questons.

letJohni10:24-26 <>

henktheldews:surrounded Him
andisaiditorHim, “How long do
Yourtkeepiusiinidoubt? If You
arelthelChrist, tell'us plainly.”
725)esuslanswered them, "I
itoldlyouirand.you do not
believeXTihelworks that'l do in

MydEather:siname, they bear
tnessiofiMe’ {26} But you do
notibelieve;because you are
iInotiofiMyisheep, as |
said'to'you.

7/23/2025
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- Apologetias cain

Sbdild up thefith

of the believer.

& Acts 18:24726-28f=

“Now al certainlJewinamead,
Apollos, born'at/Alexandriaan;
eloquent'man;andimightydin
the Scriptures)camelto
Ephesus. ... So'helbeganito;
speak boldlylinithe synagogue.

heard him; they:took hl ',
and explained'torhimithelway;
of God morelaccurately

62



& Acts 18:247726-28f=

“And when heldesireditolcroS's;
to Achaia, the brethreniwrote®
exhorting/theldisciplesito)
receive him; andiwhenlhe
arrived, he greatly/helped|
those who had!believed]
through grace;ifordhel
vigorously; refutedithelews]
publicly, showingifromithe
Scriptures;thatidesus]
isithe Christs

& Acts 18:247726-28

“And when heldesireditolcroS's
to Achaia; the brethreniwrote!
exhorting/theldisciplesito)
receive him;jandiwhenlihe
arrived, he greatly helped.
those who had believed!
through grace;/forlhel
vigorously; refutedithelews]
publicly, showing}fromjithe
ScripturesithatiJesus)
isithe Christs

7/23/2025
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& Acts 18:24526-285<

“And when'heldesireditolcross
to Achaia, thelbrethren wr6_'i’e

those whorhad belleved
through! grace;iforthe
vigorously refuted'the;Jews)
publicly, showing fromithe)
Scriptures that Jesus
is the Christ:*

-
=
s el

Whatm'“ 'pologetlcs

ACan 't Do (A

Rr ‘V/ dq \ ¥

N\ o
2
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> Apologeticsicantt change the
heart.

Now a certainiweman:named Lydia
heard us.. Sheawastarselleror purple
from the citydoimihyatiragwheiwershiped
God. Thellerdiopenediierheart to

heed thelthingstspekembyiPaul.

Acts 16:14

7/23/2025
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Now a certainiweman:named Lydia
heard us.. Shexwaskarselleror purple
from the citydolayatiiagwnorwershiped
eleleMhe L ord opened her healitite

heed thelthineskspekentbyaRall.

Acts 16:14

= Apolegetics can'timakeleveryone
believe:

66



"And some were persuaded
by the thmgs Wthh were

> Apologetics cantisettle every
doctrinal issue. g
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Rblogetic

=
p,r -;—z}_’[ .

Classical Apologetics
Evidentialism
Presuppositionalism
Reformed Epistemology
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DIALOGUE

4 VI E w s James V\/!hlte Ranzal'i' Rauser

D N Presuppositionalism |Reformed Epistemology

APOLOGETICS

Richard %Iilowe
CIassmgI]_A_p‘@,L@getlcs
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:Benjamin Breck\inridge W*

~ (1851-1921) / ;

Archibald Alexander Hodge

.(.1823-1 886)
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§

Archibald Alexander Hodge

'(-1 823-1886)

Archibald A. Hodge
Renjamin B. Warfield

Introduction by Roger K. Nicole

zInldealing)with
iskepticslitlisinot ‘
lproperitolbegin w’i}"b;‘ s
thelevidence which T
immediately
establishesjinspiration;
but we should,first
estag}ié'h theismithen;
the historical credibility; 0
ofithe Scriptures’ Archibald Alexander Hodge

‘Benjamin Breclzinriq'ge anfields

ofiChristianity:*

|[ATchibaldiAY Benj
nspiration Rapids:
1979} thelRr
Rublicationyn'cBRI8 88|
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lnldealing|with]

but we should,first
estab}iéh theismijithe
ithe historical credib

Benjamln Brecklnndge Warfleld

(1851-1921): /
AR
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These two moves
were generally
counted as the

one step of
demonstrating

the truth of

Christianity.

God

72



God

Eeolinhdation

Historicity
and inspiration
of the Bible
Uniqueness of Christ

Christianity

Arguments for God's existence
Nature, Possibility and
Actuality of miracles

God

First principles of reality (metaphysics),
knowledge (epistemology), ethics (natural
law) and hermeneutics (meaning and language)

Eeolihdation

7/23/2025
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lll. The Truth of Christianity
A. The Historicity of the Bible
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?
Historicity B. What Does the Bible Say About Jesus?
and inspiration — 1. Messianic Prophecies
of the Bible

2. Life of miracles/Resurrection

Uniqueness of Christ 3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
icti 1 C. What Does Jesus Say About the Bible?
ChrIStlanlty 1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
Arguments for God's existence - 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

Nature, Possibility and
Actuality of miracles
1. Nature of God

2. God and Creation

First principles of reality (metaphysics), I. Philosophical Foundation
knowledge (epistemology), ethics (natural |:> A. Classical Empiricism (senses and intellect)
law) and hermeneutics (meaning and language) B. Nature of Reality (form/matter; act/potency)
C. Knowability of Truth (formal identity of

] knower and known)
[ D. Laws of Logic
! E. Types of Arguments

Il. The Existence and Attributes of God
[:> A. Theistic Arguments
1. Cosmological

2. Teleological (Design)
B. Philosophical Theology

lll. The Truth of Christianity
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?
Hi=oneing
and inspiration 1. Messianic Prophecies
of the Bible 2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
Uniqueness of Christ 3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic

Christianity,

1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
= 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

“The Case for
Inerrancy: A
Methodological
Analysis"”

R. C. Sproul
(1939-2017)

John W.arwrck'Montg
= (1931-2024@

Vs o Etuodty
JolmWanwick Montgomery
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Historicity
and inspiration
of the Bible
Uniqueness of Christ

Christianity,

lll. The Truth of Christianity

A. The Historicity of the Bible

1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?

1. Messianic Prophecies

2. Life of miracles/Resurrection

3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic

1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

It should be observed that this third
step in the Classical Model is largely
indistinguishable from the
Evidentialist Model.
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B U\i h

rd by David Limbauwgh

I Don't Have anugh

FAITH

to Be an

ATHEIGT

Norman L. Geisler
Frank Turek

Frank r‘ek
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A Defense of
Christianity

J.P. Moreland

ner Wallace

J. P. Moreland
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PAUL E. LITTLE

Author of How to Give Away Your Faith

Know Why
You Believe

=

“Scholarly, Articulate. Simple,’

BILLY GRAYHAM

-
OVER A MILLION COPIES IN PRINTI ‘ 1928 97.5

-~
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