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The term ‘metaphysics’
»>from the Greek
ueto. (meta - beyond, after)
dvoic (phusis - physics, nature)
= after the physics or beyond the physical




The term ‘metaphysics’

> Aristotle’'s work Metaphysics gave the name to the
subject matter contained in the treatise:

a. Either because this treatise that Aristotle wrote
came after his treatise titled Physics

b. Or because the subject matter this with which
treatise dealt was beyond nature

Why Begin with Metaphysics?
1. Historical reason - the first philosophers dealt
with metaphysical issues

Philosophical reason - according to some,
issues of reality (being) are more fundamental

than issues of knowing




Questions in Metaphysics

The problem of permanence and change
1. What s it about a thing that makes it the "same*thing
throughout all the changes it undergoes?

2. What is it about kinds of things that make them all the
same kind of thing? What makes all trees, trees?

Questions in Metaphysics

The problem of permanence and change

3. The problem of appearance and reality - We will visit
this notion when we look at Epistemology.




There are two great
philosophical traditions
in Western thought that
have endured since the

ancient Greeks.
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Exploring the contours of how
these traditions have answered
certain basic questions about the
nature of reality will enable us to
position many questions and
concerns we have as Christians.

Plato is significant and
stands out first among
philosophers'in the flow of
Western philosophical
thought is because in him
we have the first full-fledged
philosophical system.




Reality
Knowledge
Ethics
Art

Politics

Citing the
Works of Plato




syprRo: This, Socrates, is something new? What has mkm
our haunts in the Lyceum, and makes you spend y
gl poch? You surely cannot have a case at law, as 1

Euthyphro, is not what is known at

u mean that somebody is pros
cuting you? I never would eliove P e prosecuting anybody
e

s0CcRATES : Noindeed

EUTHYPHRO: Then somebody is prosecuting yo®

5OCRATES : Most certainly

EUTHYPHRO: Who is it?

ATES: I am not too clear gw#@the man uthy-
phro. He appears to me to be ¢ man, and lmhmwn 1 think,
however, that they call feletus, and his deme is Pitthos, if you

Bippan to Ko aguen€atemd Meletab of thiat desiio— hook noyed
man with lopge®aight hair, and not much beard.

"ruRo: I don't recall him, Socrates. But tell me, of what

he accuse you?

SOCRATES : His accusation? It is no mean charge. For a man of
bis age i s 1o smiall thing to have settled a questor of so mucti -
portance. He says, in fact, that he knows the method by which young
people are mnupml and knows who the persons are that do it. He i
quite possibly, a wise man, and, observing that my ignorance has led
me to Corrupl his generation, comes like a child to his mother to ac-
cuse me to the city. And to me he appears to be the only one who be-
gins his political activity aright, for the right way to begin is to pay
attention to the young, and make them ust as good as possible—pr
cisely as the able farmer will give his attention to the young plants
frst, and afterward care for the rest. And so Meletus o doubt begina

y clearing us away, the ones who ruin, as he says, the tender shoots
ob the young, That dene; he obvioudty will Care for"the oldet geneR.
ation and will thiis bécdrd, the cavss, in.the' highest: ard wIdERt
measure, of benefit to the state. With such a notable beginning, his

chances of success look good

ruTHYPHRO: I hope so, Socrates, but I'm very much afraid it
will go the other way. When he starts to injure you, it simply looks to
me like beginning at the hearth to hurt the state. But tell me what he
says you do to corrupt the young

SOCRATES: It sounds very queer, my friend, when first you
hear it. He says I am a maker of gods; he charges me with making new

From On the Trial and Death of Socrates, translated with introduction
by Lane Cooper (Ithaca, New York, 1941; copyright 1941 by Lane Cooper).
170

Stephanus Numbers in the Works of Plato

EUTHYPHRO 171

gods, and not believing in the old ones. These are his grounds for pros-

1 see it, Socrates. It is because you say that ever
and anon you have the spiritual sign! So he charges you in this indict-
ment with introducing novelties in religion, and that is the reason
why he comes to court with this slanderous complaint, well knowing
how easily such matters can be misrepresented to the crowd. For my
own part, when I speak in the Assembly about matters of religion, and
tell them in advance what will occur, they laugh at me as if T were a
& | never have made a prediction that did not come
is, they are jealous of all such people as ourselves,
orry over them, but go to meet them.

Dear Euthyphro, if we were only laughed at,
us matter. The Athenians, as it seems to me, are not
very much disturbed if they think that so-and-so is clever, so long s
he does not impart his knowledge to anybody else. But the moment
ability to others, they get angry,

Demiout of JeslousTs o8 am a3tk iy, bes fon, semelofbies

son.

EUTHYPHRO: With regard to that, I am not very eager to test

ir attitude to me.

SOCRATES : Quite possibly you strike them as a man who is
chary of himself, and is unwilling to impart his wisdom; as for me, T
fear I am so kindly they will think that I pour out all I have to every-
one, and not merely without pay—nay, rather, glad to offer something
if it would induce someone to hear me. Well then, as I said just
now, if they were going to laugh at me, as you say they do at you, it
wouldn't be at all unpleasant to spend the time laughing and joking in
court. But if they take the matter seriously, then there is no knowing
how it will turn out. Only you prophets can tell!

EUTHYPHRO: Well, Socrates, perhaps no harm will come of it
at all, but you will carry your case as you desire, and I think that I
shall carry mine.

CRATES : Your case, Euthyphro? What is it? Are you prose-
cuting, or defending?
UTHYPHRO: Prosecuting.

SOCRATES : Whom?

EUTHYPHRO: One whom I am thought » maniac to be at-
tacking,

5OCRATES : How so? Is it someone who has wings to fly away
with?

uTHYPHRO: He is far from being able to do that; he happens
to be old, a very old man.
OCRATES : Whoisit, then?
EUTHYPHRO: It is my father.
0CRATES: Your father, my good friend?




Aristotle is significant because
of his reaction to Plato
regarding the nature of

sensible objects, his intense
emphasis on observation of the
natural world, and his
contributions to logic.
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Plato wrote in "dialogues”
written in the style of
interaction between the
various speakers.

His earlier dialogues have
Socrates as the
main speaker.

One of Plato's concerns
was trying to find the
essence of things.

10



In Greek thought the
metaphysical doctrines of
Form and Matter arose out of

several compelling
questions.

What]is]it about a t%mgthé{ makes|it the Esames
thing throughoutallthe\changes it undergoes7
N\ A
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knowledgelofithings
possiblelatiallz
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Consider the
notion of
“triangle."

Each of the triangles
have characteristics
that are not essential to
being a triangle.

14



Each triangle falls short :

of being a perfect
triangle, yet we still
know them as triangles.

There is something
common to them all that
JELCERUEInE
triangles.
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Plato, Aristotle, and
Aquinas called this
common aspect "Form."

Plato: €180c (eidos).
Aristotle: popén (morphé).

Aquinas: forma

16



Lest one mistakenly
think that Form means
“shape,” consider
various kinds of trees.

17



In certain philosophical
contexts, a Form is
sometimes called a

nature.

What-ness ...

related to Matter is called Form
related to Operations is called Nature
related to Accidents is called Substance
related to Mind is called Quiddity.

related to Existence is called Essence

18



ther uses of the term
‘nature’ need to be
clarified.

i
e
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“In addition to the
legal guilt that God
imputes to us
because of Adam's
sin, we also inherit a
sinful nature because
of Adam's sin."

[Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Grand Rapids:

Zondervan, 1994), 496]
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Realism and

Useoe Term
InCEIR 1K
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“INon:philosophicalluse’
v Realism/Regardingithe

Existence of'External Reality.

*» Realism Regarding the
Nature ofiUniversals

“INon:philosophicalluse’

-
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A realist in the non-philosophical
sense of the term is one who
approaches an issue with common
sense, usually devoid of
sentimentality and naiveté.

“*Realism/Re arding the
Existence of/External Reality.

24



Here realism maintains that there is
a material reality external to us as
knowers and that this material
external reality exists whether we
are perceiving it or not.

This notion of realism'is contrasted
with Idealism. Idealism (George
Berkeley) maintains that there is no
external material reality.

25



Any view of knowing that maintains
that there is a reality external to us
as knowers is a form of realism.

Thus, John Locke is a realist even
though Locke's view on how we
know external reality is quite
different from Plato's, Aristotle's and
Aquinas's views.

26



*» Realism Regarding the
NatureiofiUniversals

O R X

Here realism maintains that
universals (e.qg., human-ness) are
real entities that have existence
apart from particulars. (Plato)

27



This notion of realism is contrasted

with anti-realism like conceptualism

(William of Ockham) or nominalism
(David'Hume).

Plato Aristotle Aquinas

Extreme Moderate Scholastic Conceptualism i\\FF“hFr\
Realism Realism Realism
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REALISM

Realism regarding universals holds that universals
are real and irreducible to particulars.

ExtremelRealismi(Rlato

Uﬁﬂ@f@@ﬁﬁ?@ﬁhﬁﬁ
iuliyirealMRartictlarslarelmerely,
gshadowsgofitheigexemplaisy

REALISM

Realism regarding universals holds that universals
are real and irreducible to particulars.

ModeratelRealismi(Aristotle

: Unvereels ere el ouk enly cdst (s
& pymmLniversals)linlintellectsanheyicomelto
gnﬂ-’;ﬁ ek i (e Atk by wey of
' |
@@j]ﬁmﬂh@

@i@f@-@mﬂua@j]ﬂmﬁ@ﬂﬁi@ma?

thelknowedandfastalpanticlladinkthel

trecqmnhelrormlislindividiatedibylits|
Vatter
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REALISM

Realism regarding universals holds that universals
are real and irreducible to particulars.

ScholasticlRealismiI(Aquinas

SehekEsis Reelm S e eme 68
Moderate}Realismlinkthatithaithe
VERELS cEn come o @4t i The
intellectslofihimansibyfabstraction®

REALISM

Realism regarding universals holds that universals
are real and irreducible to particulars.

ScholasticlRealismi(Aquinas

SehelEsiis Reellm S he seme 68
Moderate}Realismlinkthatithaithe
Uiniversalsfcanicomeltolexistiinkthel
intellectslofihimansibyfabstraction®

ViederatelRealismiinkthatithe
Universalsfalsolexistfetenallydinitie]
mindleflGedlasitheig€reator
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ANTI-REALISM

Universals either are reducible to

particulars or are unreal altogether.

Mﬁﬂ«@}&d@[ﬁ@ﬁﬂm
e miel encl heve he feEl grovmehig) i
e PERIVERS.

ANTI-REALISM

Universals either are reducible to
particulars or are unreal altogether.

Nominalismi(Hume

HiherelisinelicalityAtoluniversalsi(en
evenlconcepts)Ninsteadiwhatfare
refernreditofasiiniversalsarefon|y;

REmES ©F [ElEls Efiven i cErelin

ihingslogproperiicsy
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Plato's Theory of
Forms and Things

a transcendent world of
eternal and absolute beings
[things], corresponding to
every kind of thing that there
is, and causing in particular
things their. essential
natures.

[Ed. L. Miller and Jon Jensen, Questions that Matter: An Invitation to

™ Philosophy, 5th ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004), 78]
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FORMS
in the world of
BEING

THINGS
in the world of
BECOMING

transcendent
eternal
intelligible
archetypal
perfect

spatio-temporal
changeable
sensible

copied
imperfect

Characteristics of the Forms

& objective =
They exist "out there" as objects,
independently of our minds or wills.

& transcendent =<
Though they exist "out there," they,
do not exist in space and time; they.lie
above or beyond space and time
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Characteristics of the Forms

&> eternal <

As transcendent realities they are not
subject to time and therefore not subject
to motion or change.

& intelligible <
As transcendent realities they cannot
be grasped by the senses but only by the intellect.

Characteristics of the Forms

& archetypal =
They are the models for every kind
of thing that does or could exist.

& perfect =

They include absolutely and perfectly;all
the features of the things of which they are' models.
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