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‘Ethicaltnaturalistsystichrasyihomas
Aquinasy({225:74)yclaimithatthe
moralpropertiestorpersensiand,
Situationstdependionttheidnature sl
somoraliqualitiesidernet prestuppese
a God, thoughralpertectlyswise and
good Goa welld approverallandionly;
geod and rightithings- Naturalism:does
not itself precluder God from: playing an
epistemic role'in° morality: (telling us
reliably:what is morally: good and bad)
or a motivational role (providing divine
incentives for' moral behavior). But

' ' & . :
naturalism does 'deny theism a Pavid@4Brink
metaphysical role. :

[Brink, "Autonomy," in Cambridge Companion, 152]

‘Ethicalinaturalistsystichrtassihomas =
Aquinast(1225:74) )y claimithatithe Given what we have said up to

moraliprepertiestofpersenstand.
Situationstdependionttheidnature i
somoraliqualitiesideinet prestppese
a\God, thoughra perfectlyawiserana:
geed God welld approverall:andionly:
geod and rightithings: Naturalism:deoes

not itselfpreclude God from: playing an should be clear that, for Aquinas,
epistemic role in'morality: (telling us

, ; theism most definitely does play
reliably whatisimorally’ good and bad) a metaphysical role in what it is
or a motivational role (providing divine
: : : to be good.
incentives for'maoral behavior). But
naturalism does deny theism a lt I’emainS to be ShOW” hOW thlS
metaphysical role. “translates” into human morality.

[Brink, "Autonomy,” in Cambridge Companion, 152]

this point regarding the
metaphysics of the convertibility
of being and goodness, together
with Aquinas argument that God
IS ipsum esse subsistens—
subsistent existence itself—it
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Natural Caw: Theory (or
Ethics) is the theory of
human morality finding its
philosophical kernel in the
virtue theory of Aristotle and
its zenith ingihemas¥Aquinas.

2

Natural Caw: Theory'is a

philosophical’and theological
view of'the good and
humanielclliy7 based on the
nature of humanstand the

naturesof God:
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“Natural Law Theory is a
philosophical and theological
! view ofithe good and
human moralitygl’ based on the
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s=thicalnatiralists
Stchiasslnemas
Aquinasi(§li225374);
claimithatithelmoral
PropPErties of PELSOMN'S
and.sittuations depend
on their nature. ... *

[Brink; *Autenemy;* iniCambridge: Companion, 152]

BUnatlraliSnicdees
CIEY IS &
metaphysicalfrole:

[BrinkSAutonemysSinl€ambridgel€ompanionyls52]
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[Brlnk Autonomy*' in’ Cambrldge Companion 152]

But what is a
nature if not
metaphysical?
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Usage of the Term ‘Nature’

*»'Natural' can be used in a relatively non-philosophical sense to
refer to the way things generally act or appear.

For example, one might observe that lions are naturally ferocious
carnivores while many birds are relatively skittish omnivores.

s 'Natural' can be used in contrast to ‘supernatural’.

This usage follows the contours of the atheism vs. theism debate.

«»» 'Natural' can be used in contrast to 'artificial’.

This usage follows the contours of the evolution vs. intelligent
design debate.

*»'Natural' can be used as a reference to the metaphysical
nature of a thing.

This usage follows the contours of classical metaphysics, especially.
Aristotle, who employed such metaphysical categories as form/matter.
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"Given that certain aspects of
human maorality.are
philosophical issues, Natural
Law"Theoryimaintains that such
aspects of'the good and moral
good can be known*by human

reason aptfrocripture.

; R i-

Thisiistnot'to’'say that every
aspect of such things is
accessiblerby human reason.

This"is;especially theicase with
man's; eternal desitiny.

10



“lttwas necessary for man's
n that there should be a
knowledge revealed by God,
besides philosophical science
builtup by human reason ...

"man is directed to God

\an end that surpasses the
grasp of reason. ...

“Butthe end must first be
known by men who are to
;t their thoughts and

the end. Hence it was
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gdes'philosophical science
\there should be other ;
of God. ,‘§ - — il‘i""

El Theologiae I (")1, art. 1,' trans. Father of the English Thom aS AqL”nas
estminster: Christian Classics), 1] (1225 1274)

““While'l'agree'with Aquinas's
metaphysics regarding the
philosophical aspects of human
morality and goodness in achieving
our end in this life, as a Protestant
Evangelical; | do not agree with him
regarding how we gam that ultimate
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‘The Legacy of Thomas Aquinas!
Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.
Preliminary Comments

My interest in philosophy grew out of an interest in Christian apologetics which itself
‘grew out of a erisis of faith as a young Christian at university. As a student in the 1970, it was
the apologeties of several luminaries that helped me reaffirm my commitment in the integrity and
infallibility of the Scriptures. Besides the obvious purpose of apologetics to tear down
intellectual roadblocks keeping the unbeliever from considering the claims of Christ, I came to
appreciate what apologetics could do for one who was already a Christian. These luminaries
‘might remind one of the role that Apollos played in bolstering the faith of the Jewish Christians
who were new in their relationship with Christ and who were being stumbled by the intellectual
unbelieving Jews. Acts 18:24 and following recount

{24} Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty

in the Seriptures, came to Ephesus. ... {27} And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the

brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly

helped those who had believed through grace; {28} for he vigorously refuted the Jews
publicly, showing from the Seriptures that Jesus is the Christ.3

With a growing interest in apologetics, I discovered in the 1980s in the U.S. that there
were few options to formally study the subject. T was able to venture to Dallas Theological
Seminary and take what classes I could under the most renown apologist of the day in the U.S.,

Norman L. Geisler. Sensing my interest in apologetics and my restlessness arising from the fact

1 A nascent version of the paper was read at the Second Annual Theology and Philosophy Conference
presented by the NP Van Wyk Loww Center of Akademia in Pretoria, South Africa on July 22, 2024.

2 Among those are Norman L. Geisler (1932-2019, whom I mention later), R. C. Sproul (1939-2017), and
Josh McDowell.

3 Unless otherwise indicated, all biblical citations are from The New King James Version (Nashville:
‘Thomas Nelson, 1982).

©2024 Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.
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"Our discussion willFbe
adequate if it has as
much clearness as the
subject-matter admits
of, for precision is notito
be sought for alike iniall
discussions. ...

"For it is the mark of:an
educated man to ook
for precision in each
class of things just'so
far as the nature of'the
subject admits: =

[Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 3, 1094211, 25, trans. W- D:RossliniRichard
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random House 1948936}

14



4/7/2026 3:59 PM

Natural Law Theory accounts for human good,
human morality, and human law within a
broader context.of God, His law, and His

superintendencelofimankind within His
creation with.regard human nature.

15



It stands in stark contrast to the view of God
and morality commonly found in
contemporary.Evangelical apologetics.

This is especially true regarding the view
commonly found among contemporary

iloSepPhers
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ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY APPROACH

By the use of the tools, methods, and
categories of analytic philosophy:

In_addition to the
analytic philosophy === characteristics listed
here, analytic
philosophy, generally
speaking, avoids
employing the
categories of classical
metaphysics.

e
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ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY APPROACH  CLASSICAL PHILOSOPHY APPROACH

By the use of the tools, methods, and By the use of the tools, methods and
categories of analytic philosophy: categories of classical philosophy:

1. Carefully define the term or concept, 1. Carefully discover what the nature of
e.g., 'perfect'. God must be like as the First Cause.

On the basis of this definition, identify . On the basis of this discovery: identify.
what "perfect making properties" must what attributes must be true of God.

ConSiiuis & "periact belng. Identify those attributes as the

Since God by definition is a "perfect definition of what it means to be
being," then conclude that God must ultimately’ and infinitely, perfect.
possess these "perfect making

properties."

4. Any property that doees not “clearly”
appear in the Bible and/or is clearly.
not "perfect making" must be denied
of God.

Natueal Lalu
Theory is grounded
in ¢lasslical
metaphysies.

18
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As a model of morality that follows
the contours and categories of
Ancient Greek and Medieval
Philosophy; Natural'Eaw Theory
traffics'in certain fundamental
concepts, most of whichfthemselves
need to belunpacked, including:

Snaturey/natural “human nature
nature vs. function substance vs. accident

act/potency. teleology existence
GodiasiBeingiahdiGoodnesstitsell
good and evil good and:moral good

obligation Sthe Transcendentals

convertibilit'. i"%iand igood’

19
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Natueal [Eatu Theory
isecloser o, home

than many Americans
maypeealize.
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How the Bible
and Chyistianiy
Iifluenced the Wiiing
o the Declanation
of Dndependence

Gary T Avios
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Hon. Clarence Thomas
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Clarence Thomas and 'Natural Law’

B EmaL

What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas &= PRINT

to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace E smeLE-PAGE
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's E REPRINTS
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law™” as a [ SAvE
judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling SHE
direction.

Most conservatives criticize the judiciary for expanding its powers, "creating” rights rather
than "interpreting” the Constitution. These crities talk of returning issues like abortion to
democratically elected and politically accountable bodies.
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Clarence Thomas and 'Natural Law’

What is really at stake in the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas

to the Supreme Court? While any candidate nominated to replace
Justice Thurgood Marshall would likely accelerate the Court's
rightward trend, Judge Thomas's adherence to "natural law" as a
judicial philosophy could take the Court in an even more troubling

direction.

“The anxious questions
asked by the Senators
about natural law and the
nominee's disavowal that
natural law would have any
role in his decision of
actual cases evidence a
pervasive lack of
understanding or
acceptance of natural law."”

["Natural Law and Justice Thomas," Regent University Law Review
(1999-2000): 471]

Catholic University of' America

iLawSchooI -
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Isnt Natural Law
Theory Cailholic?

.
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“It is difficult ... to
make generalizations
about Protestant
theology. ...
Nevertheless, people
who otherwise have
very little in common
theologically find
common ground in
their opposition to
ELU I INELA

[Retrieving the Natural Law: A Return to Moral First
Things, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 111]

“One is hard-pressed
to identify a single
major figure in
Protestant theological
ethics who has
developed and
defended a theory of
ELOICINEL A

[Retrieving, 112]

w

DaryliCharles

J8

Affilia

TN G
teSéﬁ’dIap,’iActbn Institute

w
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15> ESSENTIALS in Christian Ethics

NATURAL
LAW

A Short Companion

David VanDrunen

C. Ben Mitchell & Jason Thacker

"Protestants should not affirm

natural law despite being
Protestant. They should affirm
natural because they are
Protestant. 18 b Protestants
believe that Scrlpture is the
highest authorlty for Christian
faith and life, and since Scripture
clearly teaches the reality and
importancegofinaturallaw;
ProtestantsImustaffirmlinatural
law if theyjwishitolbeltitie}to
their own convictions."

[David VanDrunen, Natural Law: A Short Companion (Brentwood: B&H
Academic, 2023), 11, emphasis in original]
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REDISCOVERING THE
NATURAL LAW IN REFORMED
THEOLOGICAL ETHICS

< RS e ohen J. Grabilleiee
C

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

"While evangelicals
today (both inside an
outside of confessiona
traditions) may be
surprised—even
dismayed—by.[Peten
Martyr Vermigli's] stroﬁ,g
affirmation of divine
witness through the
natural order,

. -»

=l

Stephen J. Grabilleie-

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
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"the older magisteriall
Protestant tradition
Butheran and Reformed

not only inherited butss
also passed on. thel
doctrines of lex naturalis;
and cognitio’Dej
naturalis, especially.the
idea of an implanted
knowledge of morality, as
noncontroversial
legacies'of patristic and
scholastic thought.”

[Rediscovering the Natural Law.in Reformed.
iTheologicaliEthicsi(Grand Rapids:iEerdmans;, 2006);
1 i -

3
Peter MartyriVermigli
(1499-1562)

[
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Stephen J. Grabillsli -

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

THE PETER M YR LIBRARY

VDL

PETER MARTYR VERMIGLI

PHILOSOPHICAL
WORKS

O the Kelation of Philosophy to Theology

FRANSLATED & EDITED BY

JOSEPH € McLELLAND
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Peter Martyr®Vermigli
(1499-1562)

.
Peter Martyr®Vermigli
(1499-1562)

Sy

/
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"With such words [from Col. 2:8] he seems
to frighten Christians away from the study
of philosophy. But | am sure that if you
properly grasp the meaning of the
Apostle's statement you will not be
disturbed. Since true philosophy derives
from the knowledge of created things, and
from these propositions reaches many.
conclusions about the justice and
righteousness that God implanted
naturally in human minds, it cannot
therefore rightly be criticized: for it is the
work of God, and could not be enjoyed by
us without his special contribution."”

[Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the
Nicomachean Ethics, in Philosophical Works: On the Relation of
Philosophy to Theology. This is vol. 4 of The Peter Martyr Vermigli
Library, trans. and ed. Joseph C. McLelland (Moscow: The Davenant
Press, 2018), 13-14]

"The goal of philosophy is that
we reach that beatitude or
happiness which can be acquired
in this life by human powers,
while the goal of Christian
devotion is that the image in
which we are created in
righteousness and holiness of
truth be renewed in us, so that
we grow daily in the knowledge
of God until we are led to see him
as he is, with face uncovered."

[Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the
Nicomachean Ethics, 15]
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AQUINAS
AMONG THE
PROTESTANTS

Ma [ l"a
David Va i)

WILEY Blackwell

CH5 ESSENTIALS in Ghristian Ethics

NATURAL
LAW

A Short Companion

David VanDrunen

editors
C. Ben Mitchell & Jason Thacker
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1 !‘ Manfred Svensson
iiiﬂ 3 P

David VanDrunenp
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4:71&13 DAVENANT GUIDES

Natural
LAW

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION AND
BIBLICAL DEFENSE

NATURAL LAW
AND

Eheed) by
JESSE COVINGTON. BRYAN McGRAW,
D MICAH WATSON

4/7/2026 3:59 PM

32



4/7/2026 3:59 PM

o/bile?
ol e

WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW
i |
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“Nowlit m.a y’be‘ asked.

why/a ,Chr'l;tlan should
be mterested in'natural

already has the Blble
whatiuse is it? At best
it would merely repeat
in cursive a smallipart
of.what God had
already writteniinigreat
block Iette_t;g,"

[Writtenlonlthel Heart: The CaselfomiNaturalllfaw;
(DownersiGrove: InterVarsitysi997) K180}
v |
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- Romans 4:4-5 <

Now to-him who works, the wages are
not counted as grace but as debt. {5}

But to him who does not work but

believes on Him who justifies the

ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteousness.

supernatural

nafural
- Romans 12:17-18 <

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard
for good things in the sight of all men.
{18} If it is possible, as much as
" depends on you, live peaceably
~ withallmen.

35



&Thus from the four
preceding articles, the
definition oflaw. may be
gathered; anditis nothing
elseithan an ordinance of
reason for the common
good,made by him who has
care of the community, and
promulgated.”

iae, (nereafter SI)=/F Q:90; art. 4, trans. St. Thomas Aquinas
gicaiCompletelEnglishiEditioniin  Five Volumes, trans. the
EnglisniDeminican Province! (Westminster, MD: Christian

ita?

/ ‘% M F‘w‘( g
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

4/7/2026 3:59 PM
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IETIERNAL LAW

G‘od 8 pmwdenf a , wor/ﬂng

The p/an _‘by‘ wh/ch -G‘od |
governs credtion

gltlistevident, granted that the
worldiisiruled by Divine

Providence: ... that the whole

community.of the universe is

governed by:Divine Reason.

Whereforelthelvery Idea of the

government of things in God .
thelRuler of the universe, has % * il

ithelnature of a law. “’ homéé »kqumas
(1225-1274)
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ZAnd'since the Divine
Reasonis' conception of
thingstistnot subject to time
butlisteternal, according to
Rrovaviii, 23, therefore it is
thatithis kind of law must be

called eternal.”
[STIHI R, At 1)

fhe parﬁcjpaﬁor)yfinfg fernal Law
by rafional or*e;\jaz;’f{ﬁ*‘;es by virfue
" 0f beingVgational
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NATURA sl AW

that aspect of fhe—'t£7‘/gi;/:gzaﬁ__\£aw whereby
the Creafor governstandsguides the
moraliactions 07577@//@9%3 r sueh that,
when obeyed, it leads humans fo their
proper end in, s World

that aspect of fhefQ,é;{‘é/i'[gza/,,law whereby

fhe Creafor governstandsguides the
moral-actions o?i@mg%s r sueh that,
when obeyed, it /eadgg homans fo their
proper end in s world
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discoverablegoygeason

/ :

For when Gentiles, who d0 not have the _
law, by nature do the things in the

law, these, although not

having the law, are a

law to themselves, who

show the work of the law

written in their hearts ..

Romans 2:14-15a \\
e

N

~ e —
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& Deut. 9:5/=

“ltfisinot because of your
| fighteousness or the
S Uprightnessiof your heart that

Weu gorin to;possess their At
( \

land, butitbecause of the
I wickednessrofithesernations ;
L thatithe LORD your God }
drives them out from |
before you."

! i

v

titlistevident that all things
partakelsomewhat of the
leternalllaw, in so far as,
inamely; from'its being
limprinted on them, they
deriveitheir respective
inclinations to their proper

acts and ends. ) & iis)‘f
A R - AN S

' \~Thomas Aquinas

(1225=1274)
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gNowiamong all others, the
rationallcreature is subject to
Divinelprovidence in the most
excellentway; in so far as it
partakes of a share of
providence, by being
providentboth for itself and

for.others.

elWhereforelit has a share of

thelEternal Reason, whereby
srarnatural inclination to
proper act and end: and

thisparticipation of the
eternalllaw.in the rational
creaturelis called the
natural law. "

(ST HI Qe At 2)

4/7/2026 3:59 PM

42



o
A

John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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&

John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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“Nothing, indeed, is
more common, than for
man to be sufficiently
instructed in a right
course of conduct by
natural law, of which the
Apostle here speaks [In
Rom. 2:14-15]."

[Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. trans. Henry Beveridge
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975), Bk. Il, Chap. 2, §22, p. 241]

“Since man is by nature a
social animal, he is
disposed, from natural
instinct, to cherish and
preserve society; and
accordingly we see that
the minds of all men have
impressions of civil order
and honesty.
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John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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“"Hence it is that every
individual understands
how human societies
must be requlated by
laws, and also is able to
comprehend the
principles of those laws.

“Hence the universal
agreement in regard to
such subjects, both
among nations and
individuals, the seeds of
them being implanted in
the breasts of all without
a teacher or lawgiver. ... It
is true, that some
principle of civil order is
impressed on all.
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“And this is ample proof
that, in regard to the
constitution of the
present life, no man is
devoid of the light of
reason."

lnstitutes, Bk. II, §13, pp. 234-235]

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

FRANCIS
TURRETIN

Translated by

George Musgrave Giger
Edited by

e i i \ Francis Turretin A

VOLUME ONE: FIRST THROUCH TENTH TOPICS
\ 1623 1687) "
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"Naturalllaw, is\taker‘w st!_ri'btly and ‘ e %\
properilysfor the-,pra%ti{:a‘l rule of
moraldutiesitolwhichimen are
bound by nature::.. Thelorthodox "‘
...affirm that thereis a natural
law ... arising,-- from;a; divine
obligation being impressed by
God upon the conscience.of man
in his very. creation,... drawn from
the right'of:naturelitself, found
both on thelnaturejofiGod, the
Creator::. andionitheicondition of

rational creatures themselves -\\:\Franms Turretin f'l!

(1623-1687) o4
v e S

"(who, on a‘qcéuht <§f’their e o %\

necessanyidependenceiupon God

inithe S of; morgl§,"ho less

than in'the genus:of'being; are
bound:to perform, or.avoid .those

things whichisoundreason and
the dictates of.conscience enjoin ’

uponithem to dolor.avoid)."

[Institutes; of Elenctic Theologys First Topic:iEheology, QEXIH§§V, VI, IX,
trans. by/GeorgelMusgrave Giger (Rhillipsburga PI&IR: 1992, vol. 2, pp.

2,3]

— ——— -

I — '\Francis Turretin ‘,’,’
(1623-1687) a5

\Q.u

- - - ’l "
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"One may well ask, '"How can you
advocate breaking some laws
and obeying others?' The answer
is found in the fact that there are
two types of laws: there are just
laws, and there are unjust laws. |
would agree with St. Augustine
that 'An unjust law is no law at
all." Now, what is the difference
between the two? How does on

determine when a law is
just or unjust?

"A just law is a man-made code
that squares with the moral law,
or the law of God. An unjust law
is a code that is out of harmony
with the moral law. To put it in the
terms of St. Thomas Aquinas, an
unjust law is a human law that is
not rooted in eternal and natural
law. Any law that uplifts human
personality is just. Any law that
degrades human personality
is unjust.”

[Martin Luther King, Jr. "Letters from Birmingham Jail," April 124 %:3] o>
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inlregard to Thomas and
Calvin'on natural law,

therefore; one seems safe in

sayingithat Calvin could
aliternatural law without

thereby:placing himself
definitively.in one medieval
schoollorlanother [regarding

theldebate between the
L\

realistsiand the voluntarists]. > :
d Va‘nDrunen

4 -
o). ..Davi

e ——

tindeed|insofar as ideas of
naturalllaw/were intimately
wovenlinto the fabric of the
Europeaniiusicommune of
whichiCalvini the law student
would have imbibed in his
youth'the'had no reason to
consider: his reference to
naturalilaw/as anything out
(IO IS |
. edieval|Natural Law and the Reformatio ‘I—_DaV|d VanDrunen

and Calvin,* American Catholic Philosophical

QUETETIYNE01(2006):4198]
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"There is no real discontinuity;
between the teaching of:
Reformers and that of their:

predecessors with respectito.

natural law. Not one of thelleaders
of the Reformation assails
principle. Instead, with the'possible
exception of Zwingli, they/allfon
occasion express alquite
ungrudging respect for thelmoral
law naturally implantediin|
human heart and seek to'inculcate,
this attribute in their readers

[John T. McNeill, "Natural Law in the Teaching of the
Journal of Religion 26, no. 3 (July 1946): 168-182. The ¢
168]
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ZJustias)in the speculative
ieason;yfromiindemonstrable
principles, we draw the
conclusions of the various
sciences; the knowledge of
whichlisinotiimparted to us by
nature;butiacquired by the

‘efforts of reason,

gsoltoolitiis from the precepts
ofithelnatural law, as from
generaliand indemonstrable
principles, that the human
reason'needs to proceed to
thelmore particular

determinations of certain
matters.

4/7/2026 3:59 PM

50



glihelpractical reason is
concerned with practical
matters;, which are singular
contingent: but not with
necessary.things, with which
thelspeculative reason is
" concerned.

ZWhereforelhuman laws
cannotthave that inerrancy
that'belongs to the
demonstrated conclusions of

sciences."”
(SEIQUIATES ad 3)]

.3,:;"
i

¥

i

£

\‘ M%%J;
v Thomas Aqumas
(1225-1274)

.

"

\‘ mﬂ-’k‘; <

v ThomasAqumas
(1225-1274)

i

|

i
£
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Zltwasinecessary for the

directingiof:human conduct to
havera Divine law. ... If man
werelordained to no other end
thanithat which is proportionate
torhistnatural faculty, there
wolldlbelno need for man to
lhavelany.further direction on
thelpartiofihis' reason, besides
thelnatural'law:and human law

ZBUtisince man is ordained to
anlend!of.eternal happiness
whichiistinproportionate to
imanjsinatural faculty ... it was
necessary.that, besides the
Inaturalland the human law, man

shouldibe directed to his end

4/7/2026 3:59 PM
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Theologians use the
term 'nature’ to refer to

a particular aspect or

propensity within
each of us, as

in the "sin / -
nature.” i

é}
g —
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"Everyone who is
naturally generated from
Adam—every human—
inherits a sinful nature
from him. ... Being
sinners by nature, short
of and without salvation,
we inevitably are and do
what comes naturally:
We sin."

[Norman Geisler, Systematic Theology: Vol. Three: Sin Salvation
(Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2004, 125.]
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1S, 'that‘about a\

[

| e
|
ST,
§
1874

1 - .
i“n

with resct o' a thing's eperations: Nature
with: respect te’ a thing's matter: Form

[ESPEEL i &) Walne'S Eeele/eniss

withrrespectitorathing stintelligivility: * Quiddlity:

with respect to a thing's existence: Essence
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Thenatural¥in Natural Law
refers to the facg that human
beings are what\we are
because we possess a
humanrnature.
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“It istwidely.
assumed.that the
anaglygis and
justi gcation (o)
fundan&ntal moral

claims'can be
conducted without

reference tojat;
Ieast the more
contentious isstues

'o'f metaphys’.lgs ‘

“Nothing could:be
furth%gom the
spirittoffThomas,
for whominatural
law .2 ¥is ‘natural’
precisely'because
it derives from

human ) ature, b
concelved of in

Lnsto telladn’

essentialistiterms:*

[AquinassA'Beginner's Guidel(©xford: ©ne\World);

K —
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“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are

conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic!
forms of: good and evil.and
whichi canibeladequately.
grasped.byianyone of the
age of reason)(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
68!

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
about the nature of good and
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

other'conc p‘{gn of nature.
They:areinot: inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]
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“The hope of side-stepping [the
Humean fact/value dichotomy]
objection is part of the reason
why Germain Grisez and John

Finnis have sought to develop a
‘new’ natural law theory which,

unlike the traditional version,
does not seek to ground morality

in premises concerning the
metaphysics of human nature.”

/ [Edward Feser, "Being, the Good, and the

. -,‘/. Guise of the Good" in Neo-Scholastic Essays
Edward Feser e

(South Bend: St. Augustine's Press), 279-320,
p, 298, n.2]

"Nor is it.true that for

Aquinas ‘good'andevil are
iconcepts analysed and fixed,
Vin metaphysics before they:
are applied in' morals‘32 Onl
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts,
- as plainly as possibleithat
the first principals of natural
law;\which:specifyithe'basic

by metaphys:c:ahs), areper
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

i 3?DYJ.0iConnor, /Aquinasiand Natural/Law,(London:1967); p*
68} ]

53-5Aqu_inaé, inlEthy\V;llect12] para:1018;: STe =11, pt 945 a2 2;1q
911a13c; q- 585 aar 4} 5¢ I
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“Norisiit true'that for:

/— Aquinas good and evil'are s
£ Buttwe ane not claiming that concepts analysed and fixed|
. in metaphysics before they.

gOOd andievilthaveitolbe are applied in morals‘.3? On

analyzedand fixcdBEEORE the contrary, Aquinas asserts
asiplainly.as possible that

they ane app“ed in'morals: the first principals of'naturals

Mhislis'a confusionlof the ey, Wel S[PCEl i besie
forms of good and evil.and

epistemology/efimeralsiwith which canlbeladequately
thelmetaphysics'ofimorals: graspecievienyonciofiic

se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are

Justibecalse we'can know concepts analysed and fixed|
in metaphysics before they.

X before \WAS knOW anythlng are app[ied in morals‘’32.0n

aboltithe metaphysics oft X thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
. as plainly;as possible that

deesinotimeanithatitherelis the first principals of'natural;

ne metaphysics o) )& lawiwhichispecifyithe'basic
forms of good and evil.and

Nordees itmean thatithe whichicanibeladequately.
grasped. byianyone of the

metaphysicstofXishould B el e (s e

mever come!intolthe by metaphysicians), are per
discussioniwhen!thelreality seinetal(selicvidentiiand
indemonstrable.33

Of X IS I n d IS p Ute = 32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"

9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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CApersenimay know/thatiGoed

existsievenliffhernever
considersithefmetaphysical
aspectsiof God:

Butlit canbecome; criticallto
intreduce theimetaphysical

iIssuestin‘aldisputerabout the

existence o God:

.

) —_—
FIRNS S S /ACUINESS

pointrAquinas maintainsithat
ifisitherDOING ofigood and

evilithatlisiself-evidentand
indemonstrable; notithe
BEING of goodiand evil:

4/7/2026 3:59 PM

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed!
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals'of naturalt
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@q""_a_.dequately
grasped byianyone of the

se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"

$9171a%3c; q-58;/aat 4ic; 5¢!

“Noris it'true that for
Aquinas good and evil are
concepts analysed and fixed,
In metaphysics before they.
=2 appliedin morals:320n
the contrary, Aquinas asserts
as plainly as possible that
the first principals of‘natural
law, which specify the basic

se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.??

22D @iConnor, Aquinas and NaturalLaw(London: 1967\ p

68"
33A'quinas;inEthV lect12]paral 10,18 1S 7= -1 ;jpt 94 al 2:1q !

91572 3c;fq. 58 faa.d. c 5!
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2“Good s the first
thmg that falls

l* X
Sy & -

~f |
directed at action." N | Aquinas

(Sl O i 21) (1225 1274)

!
reasons Ul ' _g’
L

gkience; this is the first

(1225 1274)
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nd pursued and
evil avoided."”

- SEENE, /ACUMES MEIMEIRS

ERINEE S & CliEEnEE
betweenisemethingibeing
selfzevidentlinfitselfithough
netitellsiandiselfzevidentiin

SEF Ele o) US:
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ita?

L 28 g
~Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On

the'contrary, Aquinas:asserts;

as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
formsiofigood andevil'and
which can"‘be adequately,
grasped by anyone. of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by metaphysicians), are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

as and!Natural/Law/(London:1967); pY

in Eth V I ct: 12, para.1018; ST I-11;{q-194, a5 2;1q°"
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ZA\thing can be self-
evidentin either of two
ways;ton the one hand,

selfievident in itself,

though not to us; on
the other, self-evident . it

A\l

intitself, and to us."” | gy
Thomas Aqumas

(1225=1274)

ST - 25

“Norisiit true'that for:

/—\ Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are

S Eon example, the equation 2. iconcepts analysed. and fixed:
+28= S thoughlselfzevident :
iplitselff(infasimuchrasithe
predicaterdsisicontainediin

thelsubjecti2uti24) Mwillfn ot

in metaphysics before they

are applied in' morals‘32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;

as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural.
law; which specify.the basic

forms of. good and evil.and
which can; be ‘adequately,
grasped.bylanyone of the
age of reason; (and notijust
by metaphys:c:ans) are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

belselfzevidenttoraichild
leanningrarnithmeticawheihas
yetelleainiwhatithefequal
Slefn) MEERS:

)

as and!Natural/Law/(London:1967); pY

in Eth V I ct: 12, para.1018; ST I-11;{q-194, a5 2;1q°"
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SlhusHforAquinastitiisrakfinst
principlelofflawithatithelgeod
iSiterbeldonefandievil

avoeided:

hissheowevemrisaysinothing
againstithelcaseifoFandithe
ielevancelofithe
metaphysicstoiwhatiittis
el MEINES SemEalinle)
geodiorievilt

Third, there is a difference
between whether they are
inferred from speculative
principles BEFORE they
are employed in action,
and whether they can, in
fact, be inferred from
speculative principles.

i

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed.and. fixed}
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law, which specify.the basic

forms of good and evil.and
which can‘bg""a_.dequately
grasped byianyone of the

age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
$9171a%3c; q-58;/aat 4ic; 5¢!

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from

metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
faboutithe nature of.goodiand,
evilyor about the function of:
a'human being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred fromiaiteleological
conceptioniofinatureiorany.
other-conception of nature:
They areinotiinferred.or:
derived from anything."

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini
PfEasletti(ed!); Philosophy; Rolitics and.Society|(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p.144!

35Pace Strauss, Natural Right'and history, pp. 7-8'

[YohniEinnis\Nattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xfordaClarendoniRressiii980;533-34]
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For example, one does not
have to infer from
speculative principles that
God exists before one is

able to believe that
God exists.

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,

arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
aboutithe'nature ofi.goodiand,
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

other conc p~t{p.n of nature.
They:areinot inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini

Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]

ZThere is nothing to
preventa man, who
annot grasp a proof,
accepting as a matter of
faith)'something which in
itselflis capable of being
iscientifically [i.e.
rationally] known and
\demonstrated.”

_J.;r""

TR,
Thomas Aguinas

(1225=1274)

%

'

.

L e

l!\"
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This, however, is not to say.
that the existence of God
cannot be so inferred from

speculative (i.e.,
metaphysical) principles.

The same point applies to
morality, as | hope will
become clear as we
go along.

Thus, it would seem that
Finnis's view is not aligned
with Aquinas’s.

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from

metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They: arelnotiinferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[Yohn EinnisiNattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and|
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They. arelnotinterred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[YohniEinnis\Nattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress; 1980}38-34]
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ZWhenever'things have such a

definitelnature!... the operation

appropriate to a given being is
alconsequent of that nature.

for man."”

saVernontJ= Bourkel(University of Notre Dame Press Edition)
: ntlofi@n the Truth of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:
)]

V
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L ,-'s,,‘, & F‘

~Thomas Aqumas
(1225:1274)

“
el
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unlmpeded towards its
proper end or goal or telos:

4/7/2026 3:59 PM
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nsequent of that nature.

Nitlislobvious that there is a
rminate kind of nature for

f g 73N X _"
" Thomas/Aguinas
(1225-1274)
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gsWheneverithings have such a

definitelnature!... the operation

appropriateito a given being is
alconsequent of that nature.

INowRitlisiobvious that there is &

determinate ofinatuielol

\Tiherefore, there must be
someloperations that are in

themselves appropriate
forman.”

[SCGHlI insaVernontJ-Bourkel(University of Notre Dame Press Edition)
il rintlofl@nithelTruthiofithe Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:
GouseR1956)]]

4/7/2026 3:59 PM

b 4
.

‘Nature® here is not
merely a reference to
the human body.

-

Rather the nature
involves that nature
with respect to the
operations.

Jf a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them
have committed an abomination. They'shall surely be put to
death. Their bloodshall be upon them.

Lev. 20:13
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For this reason God gave them up to vile passions.
For even their women exchanged the natural

use for what is against nature. Likewise also 4

the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, <
burned in their lust for one another, men with }f,‘
men committing what is shameful, and

receiving in themselves the penalty of

their error which was due.

Rom. 1:26-27

Unlike plants or other
animals; humans possess
rationality and free will which
allow us terchooeseleither in
accordance withior in
oppositioniteiour.preper end.
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These'enable us to choose,
not merely;among particular
goods, but to'pursue the
good as such.

Butithese willlalso allow us to
choose against our own
natures and against our
proper telos (end) which

IS,0URgood.

ol _,_:\;-.‘I
QA e

77



4/7/2026 3:59 PM

When we chose in
accordance with our proper
end, we' actualizelour. good or

perfection, i.e;;we cause
them to come into ex:stence

glihose acts are properly
called’human which are
velluintary because the
\willlis the rational
appetite; which is proper

(S @etntroduction] f % = <

Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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£Van! determines
himself by his reason to
willtthis: or that, which
isitrue [good] or
apparentgood.”

(67 L}, @Rl 6]

.3,:;"
"l\Q =y, ‘v.
v Thomas Aqumas
(1225-1274)

2Evillmay. be considered
eitherin a substance or
in‘an action . . .

l‘l \‘ m%p&l, , ‘
v Thomas Aqumas
(1225-1274)
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“Moral fault is found
primarily;and principally
initheract of the will
onlyss . so. .. an act is
moral because it

issvoluntary. . . .
"; \ m%p&‘, : < :
v Thomas Aqumas
(1225-1274)

ghhelroot and source of

moraliwrongdoing is to

belsought in the act
of the will."

[SuiiiE) GentileslIN01§13]

"g\‘ T
v Thomas Aqumas
(1225-1274)
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With this; oneishould see why,
in‘an'important sense for the
Thomist, God istnot a moral
beingi since Heldoes not
choose actions thatilead to His
telosjeigperfection.

“In"addition’ one'should.see why
therThomist cringes when he
hears a Christian'apologist
respond toithe problem of evil
in terms; of God's gmorally
sufficient reasons™ for allowing
evil andlsuffering.
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EDITED AND INTRODUGED BY
BRIAN DAVIES

IN THE THEOLOGY OF Samuis[e] [F.CF L 1H] T8

FOREWORD BY
TERRY EAGLETON

HERBERT (5,111

“A perfect X is
EDCQUEIIER
all its
properties; an
imperfect X
lacks one of
more of its
properties."”

[Ged and Evil inthe Theology of St Thomas
Aquinas (London: Continuum, 2010), 40]
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Fenbert McCabe
(1926-200

FHenbent McCabe
(1926-200
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"Every art and every
inquiry, and similarly,

every action and pursuit;
is thought to aim at some)
good; and for this reason
the good has been rightly,
declared to be thatat
% which all things aim’#

A oy ﬁ
. > '%Ar;ls‘t@tle% # ‘: [Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 1, 1094a1-2, trans. W. D. Rosslin|Richare
+ x

384 BC., 322 BC McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New York: Random House’1941)8 935]

ol i

@hhelessence of
'goodness
consists in this,

thatitis in some
way. desirable.”

Siantiiliitranst Eathers of the English Dominican Province ??!“‘J & A

Summal Theologica: Complete English Edition in Five
MB:€hristianiClassics, 1981), 23] Thomas Aqu I naS
(1225=1274)

85



4/7/2026 3:59 PM

gGoodness
signifies
perfectlon which

"3!’

/ \.‘% Lo ’.th‘(
Thomas Aqumas
(1225:1274)

Asithelintellect aims toward
that which is considered true,
the will aims towardithat which

IS conslidered good.

86



4/7/2026 3:59 PM

As'something may be
considered true that'is not
really. true,; something may be
considered goodithat is not
really good?

[ 1.4 _:""'=‘. Y l‘_wﬁ'."a‘{ | 4 2 m .

Truelis thaf which corresponds
to reality.

Goodiis that which'actualizes a
thing's'telos, whichiis to say
good is that whichfperfects

v .’ s l’;.‘l
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Eor athing:sitelos to be
actualized is'to sayithat the
potencies in theithing take on
being (existence).

Rihe good towand which our will
aimsimay berour real good
(wheniweract morally) or
something mistakenly
perceived as a goodibut which
substitutesiforourireal good

,» e—tlm%@orally)
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©s G’enes S B @

that the @f@@m@*‘ _

food, that ltwas pt!,gasant
to the eyes, and.ajtree
desirable to makkgone

wise, she took‘oflits fruit= -' ¥ P

and ate. She also gave to
her husband with her,
and he ate.

4/7/2026 3:59 PM
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FProverbs 12:15 <

flhelwaylofialfool. is right in his own
eyes;ybutihe who heeds
counsel is wise.

weighsithe hearts.

< 1 Kings 15:5 <

... because David did what
was right in the eyes of

the LORD, and had not
turned aside from

anything that He
commanded him all the
days of his life, exceptin
the matter of
Uriah the Hittite.
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ENever: therefore would
evilltbelsought after, not
evenlaccidentally,
Unless'the good that
accompanies the evil
werelmore desired than
thelgood of which the

evillis'the privation."
[SIK9ario]

Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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