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are antecedent to and essential for amore

In clepth stuclg of a subject
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Why would Peter expect his readers O 1 @ﬁ@ﬁj gn ﬂ 5 ey

to be asked about the hope that is in

fhem? "But sanctifjaigey el

*» Perhaps because they were
bearing up under persecution GOd I y@@]f [@@@ﬁgg
What exactly is that hope? alwa S -;:‘@ ﬁ@@@iy l® gﬁ\\/@

s The hope of the resurrection a defe f@ eveE /fy@/ﬁi@

and eternal life

What is their reason for that hope? WhO aS y@w @l eSO
< God raised Jesus from the dead, for the h@p@ tnar Is in
proving that our sins are forgiven

by His grace through faith. y ou, WI t m@@k/@ eSSyl d
What is the defense of that reason? f@@[f;w

apestolevenyonelwholasks you ...”
hope

1

reason

1

defense
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Other ways to

deflmg apologetlcs

Apologetiecs Is putting
forth evidence and
arguments demaonstrating
that Christianity is true.
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Apologetics is knowing
and showing why
",}%u believeithat
Chrlstlanlty i's true.

demonstrating to

Apologetics is knowing yourself that
2ngShewing why Christianity is true

demonstrating to
‘ p . others that
- ' Christianity is true
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FowAwasithe
Bible ertte*’?

How: did the
Bible come down
to us today?




Is the Bible
. rellable’?

Is the Bible
merrant?
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lsn'r Selence all
We Aeeo IO

hnew realiiy?4
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If God is all
powerful and all
loving, why is-there
evil in the world?
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The Bible'is'clear
about defending the faith.

The apostles engaged
in defending the faith:

The evidence is strong
for defending the faith.
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The Bible'is clear
the faith.

| ABeloved, while ) was very
Diligent to write to you concerning
| our common salvation, ) found it |

necessary to write to you .
exhorting you to contend earnestly |
' for the faith which was once for
all delivered to the saints.
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“For there are many
insubordinate, both g f
idle talkers and [
deceivers, .
especially those of
the circumcision,
whose mouths

must be stopped,”

Titus 1:10i1a
(cf. Matthew 22:29-34)
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Jesus answered andgsaid to them,
“You are mistakemggetknoving
the, Scnpt@res nor'thee powerk lof ‘

® God! #:or inithe resurre‘ctlon they
[

nel hg marry.,nor. ; given i ] \
marriage;, but are'like angels&
N )

o] J(CToJo] m»h‘eaven.

Lof the dead, haveW@Ufnotiredd,
whatlwas spokentto“yiou by God ‘

4 saylr%g, I amj the God o‘Abraham

the God of Isaakc an&the God @R
Jacob " AGod!is no{ the'God of@
dead, but ofttl‘we living.'

"But concerning ther‘l urrection
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And when the multittieles heard

Jthis, tl,@ey were astemished aitdklis
’ . -

teaching. But' when'the Pharlsees'.,
» healid that{-le had silenced the

Se dducees,{the?/@thered ‘
N together:

L

Butt ey could net carel [Hin 3
or the people. And they
merveled et [His answer and

kept silent.
Lusea20:26

i
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The apostles engaged ‘
in defending
the faith.

T VY _."BﬁﬂSaul lncreased all-the
Y & ali imore%m strength and

d Hin Damascus provmg
1 ‘. that thls iles&s is the

22
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"AELhe spoke=boldly in-the

of rthe Lord Jesus and

g dllsputed agamst the '
Hellenlsts q'ut they
rattemptedrto kl” him.”

" y A%’cts 9:29,

"%refere when Paul-and

Bagnabas hajd no small

1 dlssen§lon anddispute -

"w:hth them, ithey determined”

éthat Paful and Ba’rnabas and
theﬁ of: them
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"'%en Paul as;hls custom
vu/as * W%nt in to them, and
1 i fgor three Sabbaths

" E reasoned w:th them from *

the Scrltu,Qes Fexplammg

_;@@g S ymg,.._Thls Jesus
q m preachlto you is the
hr” gAnd some-of them
r ere persuaded anda F
l great muItltude of the |

B
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"Tﬁerefere he._:reasoned in
the 'syhagogue with the

1 was and w:th the ' Gentile

h\/\WO

»mag‘rketpla,ce dally w:th

'_:'And he reasoned in-the
synagc)gue every Sabbath,
| and %ersuaded both Jews
{ | and Greeks.; Arad he came | .
ito Ei)hesus and Ieft them "

rshipers; ‘and in the ¥
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E d»he went into the

qsynag gue and spoke
boldly for three months,

E asonlng and persuadlng =

1 con.cernngl the thlngs of |

i @ 1th Ways

U(; ltude
h w U

T and w:th’drew the dlSClpleS
treasonmg dally in the
1 ﬁ shcheol of Tyrarhmus And F
' thls ’contlnued for two

e e
the Lord Jesus both Jews

L ]}}i\cﬁs 19:6-10
= 5 o o

’(
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E S_Q-when..they had.-
appo*mted hlmja day, many

4 1 camg to’hlm at his‘lodging, -

to'5 whom he;explamed and =
solemnly tes;tlfled of the

&mm#aoth-the Law-of

Mosées and the Prophets

1 from mgrmngétlll evening.

And some were‘persuaded W
iby the tlgs. whlch were
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&mm%)oth-the Law-of
Mosées and the Prophets
fromg mormng%tlll evening.

" And some were‘persuaded 4

iby the tmgs. Wthh were

t‘!eeurrectlon of the dead

1] somé mecked,%whlle others:

Psaﬁd “We will\hear you F

J agam on ;‘t;h,,!s matter

‘ A%ts 17 32

o
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utrom‘both the Law.of
|Moses and rhe Prophets,
from mormnglt.'ll evening.

IA}ld Some werev:ersuaded "

by: l‘;le thmgs;whu:h were
spal and some.
ehe'eed =
Acrs 28: 23 24

.l * Y

rorpgborh the Law.of
Moses and the Prophets,
I from mommgst:l! evening.

A d some were persuaded

by rhe thmgs,whu:h were

An when rhey heard of.the
I resurrectron of the dead,
some mocked, 'whﬂle others

i sam‘ We w.l[l earyou *

‘agai atrer
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Notice the three different
responses to Paul’s
preaching and
apologetics.

I submit that we should
expect the same
responses.

In other words, we will not
win every argument or
every person.

The evidence is strong
for defending
the faith.

29
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Christianity is
supported by philosophy.
Chlristianitylis
groundediinthistory:
Christianity is
corroborated by science.

Christianity Is
supported by
philosophy.
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Evenalical Seminery
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@rm‘a‘m‘\. €8s Char of Cigstan
: F"rofegior oiPhilagophy and

Southern
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Norman L. (3eis|'er'{_:§fi (
Professor of Philasop

el Apologstics
JlendlApelogetics %

Southern Evangellg;jgﬁS'emin Ay, Vi

ast President, Internationalt

cietgofEhristian

Apologetics®
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(God Fading __”
Contcnclmg {:0_.' g :
sslcal A’ctrlbutcs o (3

Richard 5. [Fowe, FPh.D.
Provost

Norman . Geisler Frofessor of Christian Apologetlc_s

Snuthem Evangellﬁl Sem:nary Char{oﬂc, NC
Fast Fresndcng |ntcrnat:onal 59r.|et5 of C]'nnstlan APalogetics

-
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T he Problem

- of Evil ..f.zz
R:chard G Howe, P_h D.

i ;
% Provost

1 PIOfeSSOF of Phﬂosophy and Apologetms
& : "
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Christianitylis
- grounded-inthistory =
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Tesv?tlmon y
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“For we did not follow
cunningly devised
fables when we made
known to you the
power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eyewitnesses

of His majesty."”
2 Peter 1:16
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"That which was from the
beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands
have handled, concerning the
Word of life; the life was
manifested, and we have
seen, and bear witness,

"and declare to you that
eternal life which was with
the Father and was
manifested to us; that which
we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also
may have fellowship with us;
and truly our fellowship is
with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ.”

1 John 1:1-3
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"Inasmuch as many have
taken in hand to set'in
order a narrative of those
things which are most
surely believed among us;
just as those who from
the beginning were
eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word
delivered them to us,

"it seemed good to me
also, having had perfect
understanding of all
things from the very first
to write to you an orderly:
account, most excellent
Theophilus, that you may,
know the certainty of
those things in which you
were instructed.”

Luke 1:1-4'
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"For I delivered to you first of all that
which | also received: that Christ | 3
died for our sins according to the /ﬁ

Scriptures, and that He was buried, v
and that He rose again the third day ‘*§
according to the Scriptures, and that

He was seen by Cephas, then by the

twelve.

"After that He was seen by over five =
hundred brethren at once, of whom | &=

A

the greater part remain to the =
present, but some have fallen

asleep. After that He was seen by ™ §
James, then by all the apostles.
Then last of all He was seen by me
also ..."

\,

1 Cor. 15:3-8

7/2/2026 11:32 PM
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Notice the Argument of
1Cor. 15

U Ol elEel il U S according. to the
Scriptures, and'that He was buried, and that{7
Elefelin U@ tallie] ey according to the
Scriptures, and that He was seen ..."

*»Christ Died
»according to the Scriptures
»and He was buried

**Christ Rose

»according to the Scriptures
»and He was seen
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£ ¢ References

R Outside the Bible
to Biblical People,
Placesyand Events

47



A\

Roman Historian

Suetonius
(c. AD 69-126)

The Twelve Caesars g4
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Roman! Historian
Tacitus
(c. AD 55-120)
The Annals of
Imperial Rome
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Jewish Historian
FIaV|us Josephus :
( AD 37- 100)
Anthun‘/es of |
~ the Jews
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Christianity Is
corroborated by
science.
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- Some scientists argue that
the evidence shows that
_ the universe began to exist
v % a finite time ago.
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Some sc:entlstsf{rgue
that the DNA it {ecule

ontamrs%l?’nformatlon
o:gtmg'te%r%télllgent |
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Ruins ofiUr of the Chaldees

c2000/BC
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>John 20:24-31 <

NewiThomas, called the Twin,
) the twelve, was not with
when Jesus came. The
disciples therefore said
m), “We have seen the
2 So he said to them,
sil'see in His hands the
fithelnails, and put my
igeriintolthe print of the nails,
andiputmy hand into His side,
will'not believe."
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Apologetics
can answer
honest
intellectual
questions.

56
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i=John 20:24-31 <

nd after eight days His
iples were again inside,
lhomas with them. Jesus
e, the doors being shut,
istood in the midst, and

“Peace to you!” Then He
Thomas, "Reach your
erthere, and look at My
ds;tand reach your hand
pand putitinto My side.
‘Dornot'be unbelieving, but
believing.

i=John 20:24-31 <
ind'Thomas answered and

S Him, “My Lord and my
dl=Jesus said to him,
omas; because you have
seen:Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have
inot'seen and yet have
believed.”
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i John 20:24-31 <

truly;Jesus did many other
gn'siin' the presence of His
sciples, which are not written
istbook; but these are
ten'that you may believe

ithat'Jesus is the Christ, the
SonlefiGod, and that believing
yourmay:have! lifelin His name.

7/2/2026 11:32 PM

Apologetics
can expose
dishonest
questions.
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> John 10:24-26 <

- ep us in doubt7 If You
Christ, tell us plainly.*

you, and you do not
, e’ The works that | do in
MyiEather's name, they bear
witnessiof Me. {26} But you do
notibelieve, because you are
inot of My sheep, as |
said to you.

eticsvcan
y - )
__quild up the fﬂl‘).

of the believer.
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& Acts 18:24, 26-28/=
"And when he desired. to
to Achaia, the brethrem wirote}

exhorting the disciplesito
receive him; an 1enthe

through grace; for he
vigorously refuted the Jews

Scriptures that Jesus
is the Christ.”

But why.should we
accept theB_lbIe\ as

60
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What Apologetlcs

._\ i
% &.i

; /;Cah 't Do

,_J.*

» Apologeties .ean't change the
heart.
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Now a certain weomamn named Lydia
heard us. Sheswvas a seller of purple
from the cityombblyatitaswho worshiped
God. (0)

ng: Moy Paul.

Acts 16:14

» Apologetics can't make everyone
believe.
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"And some were persuaded
by the thmgs Wthh were

» Apologetics can't settle every
doctrinal issue. ;

63
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Classical Apologetics
Evidentialism
Presuppositionalism
Reformed Epistemology
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( lassical
Apologetics

Classical Apologetics is'an apologetic system
or methodology distinguished fiom other
apologetic systems suchias
Presuppositionalism, Evidentialism, and
Reformed Epistemology.

It'is characterized by an emphasis on natural
theology and the primacy of theism,in
establishing the truth of the Christian faith.
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( lassical
Fhilosoplﬂg

Classical Philosophy generally refers to a tradition
of philosophy that finds its roots in ancient Greek
philosophy, primarily the philosophies of
Plato and Aristotle.

The phrase can sometimes include the Scholastic
tradition of Thomas Aquinas whose philosophy is
build upon much of Aristotle's philosophy albeit
with significant qualifications and augmentations.

It is possible, if not common, to find apologists who
self-identify as classical apologists who do not
hold to classicalphilosophy.
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( lassical
Realism

Classiical Realism, as | use the expression,
refers fo the view that there is an external
world outside the'mind of the knower.

It maintains that this external reality’isithe
starting point of human knowledge.

Classical Realism stands in contrast to Critical
Realism which insists that the question of
whether there is an external world outside the
mind of thetknower must itself be subject to
the critique ofgphilosophy.
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( lassical
Empiricism

Classical empiricism is to be contrasted
with modern and contemporary empiricism.

Classical empiricism regards all' knowledge as
beginning in'sensory experience, but
completed in the intellect.

As such, classical empiricism can give rise to
knowledge of non-physical truths such as
logic, metaphysics, ethics, and theology while
modern empiricism (and some contemporary
empiricism) expiressly cannot.
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( lassical
Tlﬂcism

Though noione owns the exclusive right to the
expression ‘classical theism®, most often in the
contemporary debate over the attributes of
God—especially the debate over'the'doctrine
ofi Divine simplicity (DDS)—classical theists
affirm the range of the attributes of God
predominantly held throughout church history.

Some detractors of the doctrine of Divine
simplicity self-identify as neo-classical
theists (e.g., Ryan Mullins).
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DIALOGUE

4 VI E w s James \,/:'\"/\hite‘. Ran(\d}ﬂ‘ Rauser

D N Presupposii‘i@na/ism Reformed Eplstemo/ogy

APOLOGETICS

Rlchard G. Howe Jonathan Mclatchle
CIassm%]j.Ap_iagetlcs j_udenh%s‘u‘

W
'!""1% N

2
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:Benjamin Breck\inridge W* i Archibald Alexander Hodge

- (1851-1921)3 / 5 .(.1823-1886)
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‘Benjamin Breckinridge; Warfiel
~ (1851-1921) ¢

Archibald A. Hodge
Renjamin B. Warfield

Introduction by Roger K. Nicole

‘skepticsiitis'not
to'begin with™
thelevidence which
immediately
establishes inspiration,
but we should first

establish theism, then
S | the historical credibility
\Watiel | ofithe Scriptures; and

‘Benjamin Brecli\inriqg'e 7
(Veei=teet). then,the divine origin
of:Christianity-*"
Hedge and Benjamin B. Warfield,
Baker Book House,
sbyterian Board of:
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Archibald Alexander Hodge

'(.1 823-1886)

Archibald Alexander Hodge

'(.1 823-1886)
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(1851-1921)5

'Benjamin Breckinr
< (1851-1921)°
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“In  dealing with
itiistnot
begin with™
evidence which
immediately
establishes inspiration;
but we should first:
establish theism)

‘the hig;orical credibility

of the sc”ptu @ Archibald Alexander Hodge
then_ theidivine origin '(.1823—1886)

lo) nst "anl;ty

[Arch|bald A

Rapl
thelPiesbyteri
Rublicationfm:cKI88ilhH8]

s i — These two moves
R were generally
counted as the
one step of
demonstrating
the truth of
Christianity.
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Geod

Historicity

RO AIBHOn | e —
of the Bible

Uniqueness of Christ
Christianity:

Arguments for God's existence
Nature, Possibility and
Actuality of miracles

God

First principles of reality (metaphysics),
knowledge (epistemology), ethics (natural
law) and hermeneutics (meaning and language)

Eoundaticon

lll. The Truth of Christianity
A. The Historicity of the Bible
1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?
B. What Does the Bible Say About Jesus?
1. Messianic Prophecies
2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
C. What Does Jesus Say About the Bible?
1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
L 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

I:> 1. The Existence and Attributes of God
A. Theistic Arguments

1. Cosmological
2. Teleological (Design)
B. Philosophical Theology
1. Nature of God
2. God and Creation
I. Philosophical Foundation
|:> A. Classical Empiricism (senses and intellect)
B. Nature of Reality (form/matter; act/potency)
C. Knowability of Truth (formal identity of
knower and known)
D. Laws of Logic
E. Types of Arguments
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lll. The Truth of Christianity

A. The Historicity of the Bible

1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?

Historicity
and inspiration 1. Messianic Prophecies
of the Bible 2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
Uniqueness of Christ 3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
ChrIStlanlty 1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
= 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

“The Case for p
Inerrancy: A ZfF
Methodological {P:f
Analysis”

John Warnwick M A R. C. Sproul
| (1931-2024)4 IS8 o rors = (1939-2017)

lll. The Truth of Christianity

A. The Historicity of the Bible

1. Do We Have What They Wrote?
2. Did What They Write Happen?

Historicity
and inspiration 1. Messianic Prophecies
of the Bible 2. Life of miracles/Resurrection
Uniqueness of Christ 3. Lord, Liar, Lunatic
ChrIStlanlty 1. What Jesus Affirmed About the OT
= 2. Jesus Pre-authenticates the NT

It should be observed that this third
step in the Classical Model is largely
indistinguishable from the
Evidentialist Model.
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rd by David Limbauwgh

I Don't Have anugh

FAITH

to Be an

ATHEIGT

Norman L. Geisler
Frank Turek

Frank r‘ek
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A Defense of
Christianity

J.P. Moreland

ner Wallace

J. P. Moreland
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PAUL E. LITTLE

Author of How to Give Away Your Faith

Know Why
You Believe

=

“Scholarly, Articulate. Simple,’

BILLY GRAYHAM

-
OVER A MILLION COPIES IN PRINTI ‘ 1928 97.5

-~
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