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Spurgeon and the 
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Controversy

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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Metropolitan Tabernacle, London

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

"The ejected [due to the 1662 Act 
of Uniformity], who were in one 

sense alone the first 
Nonconformists, were mainly 

Presbyterians; some, however, 
were Independents, and a few 
Baptists. The Churches they 

established were all Calvinistic in 
their faith, and such they 
remained for at least that 

generation. It is a matter of 
veritable history, however, that 

such they did not all continue for 
any great length of time. 
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

"Some of them, in the course of 
two or three generations, or even 

less, became either Arian or 
Socinian. This was eventually the 

case with nearly all the 
Presbyterians, and later on, with 
some of the Independents, and 

with many of the General Baptist 
Communities. By some means or 
other, first the ministers, and then 
the Churches, got on "the down 
grade," and in some cases, the 
descent was rapid, and in all, 

very disastrous."
[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles 
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887, 
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm, 
accessed 11/29/30]

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

"Some of them, in the course of 
two or three generations, or even 

less, became either Arian or 
Socinian. This was eventually the 

case with nearly all the 
Presbyterians, and later on, with 
some of the Independents, and 

with many of the General Baptist 
Communities. By some means or 
other, first the ministers, and then 
the Churches, got on "the down 
grade," and in some cases, the 
descent was rapid, and in all, 

very disastrous."
[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles 
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887, 
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm, 
accessed 08/16/24]

Arianism was a Christological heresy 
that precipitated the Council of 

Nicaea in 325 AD. 

Under the leadership of Athanasius, 
the Council of Nicaea affirmed that 
Jesus, the Son of God, was of the 

same substance (oJmoouvsia; 
homoousia; consubstantial) as the 

Father and, thus was fully God.

Arius maintained that Jesus, the Son 
of God, was of a similar substance 

(oJmoiouvsia; homoiousia) as the Father 
and, thus was not fully God.

Current day Jehovah's Witnesses 
are Arians. 
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Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)

"Some of them, in the course of 
two or three generations, or even 

less, became either Arian or 
Socinian. This was eventually the 

case with nearly all the 
Presbyterians, and later on, with 
some of the Independents, and 

with many of the General Baptist 
Communities. By some means or 
other, first the ministers, and then 
the Churches, got on "the down 
grade," and in some cases, the 
descent was rapid, and in all, 

very disastrous."
[Robert Shindler with the unqualified endorsement of Charles 
Spurgeon, Sword and Trowel, March 1887, 
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/s_and_t/dg01.htm, 
accessed 11/29/30]

Socinianism was a heresy that 
denied the Trinity altogether.

The term 'Socinian' comes from 
Laelius (uncle; 1525-1562) and 
Faustus (nephew; 1539-1604) 

Socinus (It. Sozzini) who denied the 
Trinity by denying the deity of Christ 

and the deity of the Holy Spirit.



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

7



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

8



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

9



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

10

https://thehumanjesus.org/media/pdf/The_Racovian_Catechism.pdf, accessed 11/30/23
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Machen and 
Princeton 
Liberalism

J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)
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J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

"The type of religion which 
rejoices in the pious sound 

of traditional phrases, 
regardless of their 

meanings, or shrinks from 
'controversial' matters, will 

never stand amid the shocks 
of life. In the sphere of 

religion, as in other spheres, 
the things about which men 
are agreed are apt to be the 
things that are least worth 

holding; the really important 
things are the things about 

which men will fight."
[J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1923), 1-2]

J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

"The contents of the Bible, 
then, are unique. But 

another fact about the 
Bible is also important. 
The Bible might contain 

an account of a true 
revelation from God, and 
yet the account be full of 

error. Before the full 
authority of the Bible can 
be established, therefore, 
it is necessary to add to 
the Christian doctrine of 
revelation the Christian 
doctrine of inspiration. 
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J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

"The latter doctrine means 
that the Bible not only is 
an account of important 

things, but that the 
account itself is true, the 

writers having be so 
preserved from error, 

despite a full maintenance 
of their habits or thought 
and expression, that the 

resulting Book is the 
'infallible rule of faith and 

practice.' "
[J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1923), 72-73]

Ned Stonehouse
(1902-1962)

Oswald T. Allis
(1880-1973)

Allan MacRae
(1902-1997)

J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

John Murray
(1898-1975)

Cornelius Van Til
(1895-1987)

Paul Woolley
(1902-1984)
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Paul Kjoss Helseth
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Post WWII 
Evangelical 
Controversy

Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim
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Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim

"The foundation of the doctrine of 
Scripture in the early church needs 
to be recovered. For early Christian 

teachers, Scripture was wholly 
authoritative as a means of 

bringing people to salvation and 
guiding them in the life of faith. … 
The interpretation of the Bible was 
influenced by the understanding of 
its saving purpose. Scripture was 

not used as a sourcebook for 
science. Early theologians 

accepted God's accommodated 
style of communication. God, like a 
good father or mother, adopted the 
thought and speech of children in 

order to relate to them."

[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority and 
Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1979), 458-459]

Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim

"The foundation of the doctrine of 
Scripture in the early church needs 
to be recovered. For early Christian 

teachers, Scripture was wholly 
authoritative as a means of 

bringing people to salvation and 
guiding them in the life of faith. … 
The interpretation of the Bible was 
influenced by the understanding of 
its saving purpose. Scripture was 

not used as a sourcebook for 
science. Early theologians 

accepted God's accommodated 
style of communication. God, like a 
good father or mother, adopted the 
thought and speech of children in 

order to relate to them."

[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority and 
Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1979), 458-459]

Notice how Rogers and 
McKim describe the 

nature of biblical 
authority in functional 

terms.

For them, biblical 
authority resides in the 
Bible as a "means" and 

in terms of its "purpose."

They denigrate any 
characterization of 

biblical authority in terms 
of the Bible telling the 

truth as correspondence 
to reality.
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Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim

"The foundation of the doctrine of 
Scripture in the early church needs 
to be recovered. For early Christian 

teachers, Scripture was wholly 
authoritative as a means of 

bringing people to salvation and 
guiding them in the life of faith. … 
The interpretation of the Bible was 
influenced by the understanding of 
its saving purpose. Scripture was 

not used as a sourcebook for 
science. Early theologians 

accepted God's accommodated 
style of communication. God, like a 
good father or mother, adopted the 
thought and speech of children in 

order to relate to them."

[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority and 
Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1979), 458-459]

Notice how Rogers and 
McKim describe the 

nature of biblical 
authority in functional 

terms.

For them, biblical 
authority resides in the 
Bible as a "means" and 

in terms of its "purpose."

They denigrate any 
characterization of 

biblical authority in terms 
of the Bible telling the 

truth as correspondence 
to reality.

Notice also the strawman 
fallacy. 

To say that the Bible is 
inerrant in all that it affirms, 

including statements it 
makes about nature, is not 

to say that the Bible is a 
sourcebook for science.

One should note also that 
their use of the expression 

'accommodated style' 
includes the claim that 

some of God's 
"communication" includes 

factual errors.

Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim

"The foundation of the doctrine of 
Scripture in the early church needs 
to be recovered. For early Christian 

teachers, Scripture was wholly 
authoritative as a means of 

bringing people to salvation and 
guiding them in the life of faith. … 
The interpretation of the Bible was 
influenced by the understanding of 
its saving purpose. Scripture was 

not used as a sourcebook for 
science. Early theologians 

accepted God's accommodated 
style of communication. God, like a 
good father or mother, adopted the 
thought and speech of children in 

order to relate to them."

[Jack B. Rogers and Donald K. McKim, The Authority and 
Interpretation of the Bible: An Historical Approach (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1979), 458-459]

Notice how Rogers and 
McKim describe the 

nature of biblical 
authority in functional 

terms.

For them, biblical 
authority resides in the 
Bible as a "means" and 

in terms of its "purpose."

They denigrate any 
characterization of 

biblical authority in terms 
of the Bible telling the 

truth as correspondence 
to reality.

Notice also the strawman 
fallacy. 

To say that the Bible is 
inerrant in all that it affirms, 

including statements it 
makes about nature, is not 

to say that the Bible is a 
sourcebook for science.

One should note also that 
their use of the expression 

'accommodated style' 
includes the claim that 

some of God's 
"communication" includes 

factual errors.

Rogers and McKim fail to 
realize that a statement can 

correspond to reality in 
ways other than literally, 
including metaphorically, 

allegorically, and 
phenomenologically. 
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John D. Woodbridge

John D. Woodbridge

"Although Rogers and 
McKim's volume bears 
the title The Authority 
and Interpretation of 

the Bible: An Historical 
Approach, we 

discovered that their 
real interests were 

actually quite narrow 
and apologetic. 
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John D. Woodbridge

"They wanted to 
baptize as staunchly 

evangelical the 
hypothesis that the 
Bible is infallible for 
matters of faith and 

practice but subject to 
'technical mistakes' in 
science, history, and 

the like. … 

John D. Woodbridge

"The authors' 
description of the 

Bible creates for them 
the same kind of 

dilemma that 
neoorthodox scholars 

before them faced, 
namely, how to 
distinguish the 

infallible 'central 
saving message' from 

the errant 'difficult 
surrounding material.' 
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John D. Woodbridge

"This is a critical 
problem because 

Christianity is 
grounded in human 
history. Salvation 

truths are planted in 
the soil of the Bible's 
historical discourse 

about things that 
happened."

[John D. Woodbridge, Biblical Authority: A Critique of 
the Rogers / McKim Proposal (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1982), 153, 154]

Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)
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Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)

Works published by 
the International 

Council on Biblical 
Inerrancy
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General PhilosophicalInaugural Homiletical

HermeneuticalTheological Historical Applicational

A Recent 
Evangelical 
Controversy
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Peter Enns

I don’t think that our ability to be 
logical and to analyze is the final 

arbiter of ultimate meaning. And, in 
a way thinking that it is, is, in my 

opinion, not a bit of western 
progress but of western failure that 

Postmodernism has been 
addressing for quite some time 

now. … I don't trust my analytical 
side to make judgments of whether 
God exists or not; because, if God 
exists, that question is beyond my 

pay grade. I can't analyze that."

["Why I Am Not an Atheist, 
"https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsFvAX189hg, accessed 08/08/25]

Peter Enns
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G. K. Beale

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

William C. Roach
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The Current 
Evangelical 
Controversy
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Mike Licona

Mike Licona
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Michael R. Licona

F. David FarnellNorman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Four things that 
concern me in the 

current controversies 
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1. The compromised theory of truth with which Geisler dealt in his 1980 
article and which ICBI ("The Chicago Statement") examined thoroughly 
is still a problem today.

2. A newer compromised concept (theory) of truth has arisen from 
Postmodernism.

3. The theory that the Gospels are of the genre of Greco-Roman 
Biography allows Mike Licona—though he claims to hold to a 
correspondence theory of truth—to ascribe conflicting or contradictory 
statements to the Bible in as much as he overlooks various ways in 
which a proposition might correspond to reality.

4. Allowing for the possibility that there are conflicting or contradictory 
statements in the Bible is incompatible with Inspiration and Inerrancy.

The compromised theory of truth 
with which Geisler dealt in his 1980 

article and which ICBI ("The Chicago 
Statement") examined thoroughly 

is still a problem today.
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Functional

Functional

Definition: A statement is true in 
as much as it fulfills its intended 
purpose.

 It is sometimes known as the 
intentional theory of truth.
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"Although the mustard seed 
is not really the smallest of 

all seeds, yet Jesus referred 
to it as such because . . . 

Daniel P. Fuller

"to have gone contrary to 
their mind on what was the 

smallest seed would have so 
diverted their attention from 

the knowledge that would 
bring salvation to their souls 

that they might well have 
failed to hear these all-
important revelational 

truths."
[Daniel P. Fuller, "Benjamin B. Warfield's View of Faith and History," Bulletin of the 
Evangelical Theological Society 11 (Spring 1968): 81, 82]

Daniel P. Fuller
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Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"Debates about the Bible 
may divert attention of 
Southern Baptists from 
winning the world and 

thereby become an effective 
tool of Satan."

Russell H. Dilday, Jr., The Doctrine of Biblical 
Authority (Nashville: Convention Press, 1982), 16.
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Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"There are those who 
advocate a modified 

definition of inerrancy. If the 
term inerrant is to be used, it 
must be qualified to allow for 

certain problems in the 
Bible, such as unscientific 

statements about the 
universe, variations in the 

Gospel accounts, 
peculiarities in the 

genealogical lists, and the 
like."

Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 96]

Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"On the other hand, other 
Christians feel that the 

weaknesses of the word 
inerrant limit its use. ... It 
implies that one admitted 
insignificant error in the 

Bible would destroy one's 
confidence in the whole 

biblical revelation."
Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 99.
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Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"The authority of the Bible, 
however, is based not so 

much on the perfection and 
reliability of its text as it is on 
the truth which it declares."

Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 86.

Kevin Vanhoozer

"Does the author of Josh 
9:13 [sic] intend his 

statement about the sun 
standing still to contradict a 

heliocentric world view? Was 
Melanchthon right to attack 
Copernicus for suggesting 
that it is the earth, not the 

sun, that moves? Everything 
hinges on the notion of 

'affirming' and 'addressing.' 
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Kevin Vanhoozer

"Joshua mentions the sun 
standing still; but is this what 
the narrative affirms? Is not 
Joshua rather affirming, in a 

manner that his readers 
could understand, that God 

supernaturally intervened on 
behalf of Israel? 

Kevin Vanhoozer

"The point is that he is 
employing phenomenal 
language (e.g. everyday 

language about the everyday 
world) in order to 

communicate. 
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Kevin Vanhoozer

"To press Joshua 9 [sic] into 
the service of Ptolemaic 

science would be an odd use 
indeed of the passage. Why? 

Because the point of the 
passage lies elsewhere. To 

be precise: it is a theological 
and, yes, historical (but not 

astronomical) point." 
[Kevin J. Vanhoozer "Lost in Interpretation? Truth, Scripture, and 
Hermeneutics" in the Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 48/1 
(March 2005) 89–114 (p. 106)]

Kevin Vanhoozer

"The biblical authors did not 
intend every one of their 

sentences to be an assertive 
statement. To return to 

Joshua 9: [sic] the author’s 
use of phenomenal language 

is merely background 
scenery for what really 

matters, the theodramatic 
assertion about the act of 

God in history."
[Vanhoozer "Lost in Interpretation?" p. 107]
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Q: What about a "What is the 
Bible?" on Adam & Eve—historical 
vs. fictional?

RB: All right, then, Adam and Eve.

Q: Do you think they were real 
people?

RB: I don’t think that’s the point of the 
story.

Q: Could they have been?

RB: Of course. But then you’d have to 
answer all sorts of questions about 
DNA and fossils and evidence for how 
old the earth is…

Q: Does anybody actually know for 
sure whether or not they were 
actual, real people?

RB: No.  
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"Now Jesus Himself 
began His ministry at 
about thirty years of 
age, being (as was 

supposed) the son of 
Joseph, the son of Heli, 

... {38} the son of 
Enosh, the son of Seth, 

the son of Adam, the 
son of God."

Luke 3:23, 38   

"Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to 

Moses, even over 
those who had not 

sinned according to the 
likeness of the 

transgression of Adam, 
who is a type of Him 
who was to come."

Romans 5:14
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"For Adam was 
formed first, 
then Eve." 

1Timothy 2:13

Q: So debating whether or not they 
were actual, real people isn’t the 
point.

RB: Exactly. It’s actually dangerous, 
because in arguing one way or the 
other you may miss the point of the 
story. 
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Functional

Definition: A statement is true in 
as much as it fulfills its intended 
purpose.

 It is sometimes known as the 
intentional theory of truth.

Truth cannot be merely function 
because it needs the 
correspondence theory to define 
itself.

A newer compromised concept 
(theory) of truth has arisen from 

Postmodernism.
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Carl A. Raschke

Carl A. Raschke

"Faith, as well as what we call 
reason, are not incompatible but 

belong to separate orders of 
significance. … Faith is neither 

irrational nor suprarational. It has 
nothing to do with 'reason' per se. … 
God does not speak in syllogisms or 

make philosophical claims that 
require the fallible human intellect to 

demonstrate them."
[Carl A. Raschke, "Faith and Philosophy in Tension," in Steve 
Wilkins, ed., Faith and Philosophy: Three Views (Downers Grove: 
IVP Academic, 2014), 63, emphasis in original]
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Carl A. Raschke

"Meaning is ultimately determined by 
now the intricate structures of 

communication work together in an 
overarching manner, and its is up to 

the interpreter to provide a new 
framework of discourse in which 

what was first written or spoken can 
be fleshed out. The 'truth' of a text 

can be discerned in its deployability 
within a particular set of life 

circumstances."
[Carl A. Raschke, "Faith and Philosophy in Tension," in Steve 
Wilkins, ed., Faith and Philosophy: Three Views (Downers Grove: 
IVP Academic, 2014), 61, emphasis in original]

If "meaning is ultimately 
determined by now intricate 
structures of communication 

work together in an overarching 
manner" and that "it is up to the 

interpreter to provide a new 
framework of discourse," then 

how are we to take the meaning 
you were seeking to 

communicate through your 
statement here?

It the interpreter provides a new 
framework, then why should be 

take your statement to be 
objectively true?
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"In contrast to the modern 
ideal of the dispassionate 

observer, we affirm the 
postmodern discovery 

that no observer can stand 
outside the historical 

process. Nor can we gain 
universal, culturally 

neutral knowledge as 
unconditioned specialists. 
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If what Grenz says is true, 
then his own statement itself 

does not come from an 
observer who stands 
"outside the historical 
process" and, thus, the 
statement is not itself 

"neutral knowledge" coming 
from an "unconditioned 

specialist.'

Since this is the case, why 
should we believe that it is 

objectively true?

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"On the contrary, we are 
participants in our 

historical and cultural 
context, and all our 

intellectual endeavors are 
unavoidably conditioned 

by that participation."
[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]
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If "all our intellectual 
endeavors" are 

"unavoidably conditioned" 
then Grenz's own statement 

is itself "unavoidably 
conditioned."

But if his statement is 
"unavoidably conditioned," 
they why should we take it 

as objectively true?

Dan McGee



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

47

Dan McGee

If "all knowledge is mediated" 
and the individual has "biases" 
that "necessarily influence how 
they mediate ANY knowledge" 

(emphasis added), then this 
would be true of Dan McGee 

and the knowledge claim he is 
making right here.

But if this is true of Dan 
McGee's claim here, why 

should we take his claim to be 
objectively true?
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Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"In the twenty-
first century 

world … the new 
attitude … is that 
the use of reason 

and science to 
prove or 

disprove a fact is 
questionable. …
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Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

Again, if we deal with 
"interpreted facts," then 
what does that say about 

Webber's statement 
itself? 

Is his claim here merely 
an "interpreted fact?"

If so, they why should we 
take it as objectively 

true? 
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Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)
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Homiletics: So then, the Traditional 
Evangelicals function within a modern 
worldview that is rationalistic, and 
propositional.  
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Webber: "That probably is the most 
distinguishing feature of the 
Traditionalists. They've been shaped 
by the Enlightenment. So they work 
with modern philosophy, a modern 
understanding of science, history, 
sociology. They're modernist, and so 
they interpret the Christian faith 
through these modern categories. 

Webber: "And what’s very interesting 
about Traditional Evangelicals is that 
the categories through which they 
interpret the Christian faith are almost 
regarded as sacred, almost as sacred 
as the Christian faith itself. So if you 
say, 'Well, I don’t believe in evidential 
apologetics,' there’s something wrong 
with you."

[http://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/interviews/webber.asp, accessed 09/05/20] 
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Richard Rorty
(1931-2007)

"Philosophy is ‘edifying 
discourse’ the purpose of 

which is ‘finding new, 
better, more interesting, 

more fruitful ways of 
speaking’ and ‘to keep the 
conversation going rather 

than to find objective 
truth.’"

[Richard Rorty, Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1979), 360, 377, as cited in William 
F. Lawhead, The Voyage of Discovery: An Historical 
Introduction to Philosophy, 2nd ed., (Belmont, 
Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2002), 563]

The theory that the Gospels are of the 
genre of Greco-Roman Biography 

allows Mike Licona—though he claims 
to hold to a correspondence theory of 

truth—to ascribe conflicting or 
contradictory statements to the Bible in 
as much as he overlooks various ways 

in which a proposition might 
correspond to reality.
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Mike Licona

Mike Licona

"Another challenge to the 
correspondence theory of 
truth is that historians are 
incapable of returning to 

the past in order to 
examine it in the light of 
their theories and thus 
can never verify in the 

strictest sense that their 
theories correspond to 

events in a truthful 
manner."

Mike Licona, The Resurrection of Jesus: A New 
Historiographical Approach (Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity, 2010), p. 90
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Mike Licona

"As with the challenges 
affiliated with 

perceptions, the inability 
of historians to verify 

their hypotheses most of 
the time only affects their 

ability to know truth. It 
does not affect the nature 

of truth itself."
Mike Licona, Resurrection , p. 90, emphasis in 
original

Mike Licona

"In addition to defining 
truth in a correspondence 
sense, realist historians 

attempt to establish 
criteria for identifying 

what is true in a 
correspondence sense. 
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Mike Licona

"Historians should not 
change their theory 

related to the nature of 
truth in order to 

accommodate the 
uncertainty of historical 

descriptions."
Mike Licona, Resurrection , p. 92, emphasis in 
original

According to the 
correspondence theory of 
truth, if the statement does 

not correspond to reality, it is 
by definition false.
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Does Mt. 27:52-53 have any 
referent to (i.e., does it in any 
way correspond to) reality?

 Matthew 27:51-53 
Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn 

in two from top to bottom; and the earth 
quaked, and the rocks were split, {52} and 
the graves were opened; and many bodies 
of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised; {53} and coming out of the graves 
after His resurrection, they went into the 

holy city and appeared to many. 
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Does the dragon in 
Revelation 12 pose a problem 

for my view of inerrancy?

 Revelation 12:3-4 
And another sign appeared in 

heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 
dragon having seven heads and 

ten horns, and seven diadems on 
his heads. {4} His tail drew a 

third of the stars of heaven and 
threw them to the earth. And the 
dragon stood before the woman 
who was ready to give birth, to 
devour her Child as soon as it 

was born. 
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Mike didn't see how I could 
reconcile my interpretation of 
Luke 7:6 in light of Matt. 8:8 

with a correspondence 
theory of truth.

Metonymy
"The centurion answered 
and said, 'Lord, I am not 
worthy that You should 

come under my roof. ...'" 
Matt. 8:8 

"... the centurion sent 
friends to Him, saying to 
Him, 'Lord, do not trouble 

Yourself, for I am not 
worthy that You should 
enter under my roof.'" 

Luke 7:6 
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Contradictions, Truth,  
and 

Inspiration and Inerrancy

Mike rightly says that if 
Jesus rose from the dead, 

then Christianity is still true 
even if it turned out that 

some things in the 
Bible weren't.
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But the question is not 
whether Christianity is still 

true even if some of the 
things in the Bible are not. 

Instead the questions are:
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In his book Jesus 
Contradicted, Mike 

explains his 
definitions of both 

‘inerrancy’ and 
‘inspiration.’ 
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Michael R. Licona



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

65



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

66

Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

I say this because at no point 
did the Ancient Greeks 

connect the ultimate 
principles or realities of their 

religion to the ultimate 
principles or realities of 

their philosophy. 

Greek thinking outside the 
influence of Christianity 

(itself influenced by the Old 
Testament) could never make 

the connection. 

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)
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Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

“We should not be surprised to 
see very great Greek philosophers 

at a loss how to identify their 
principles with their gods, or their 

gods with their principles.” 
[Etienne Gilson, God and Philosophy (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1941), 23]

Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

“So long as the Jew kept their own 
religious revelation to themselves, 
nothing happened to philosophy. 
But owing to the preaching of the 

Gospel, of the God of the Jews 
ceased to be the private God of an 

elect race and became the 
universal God of all men. 
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Etienne Gilson
(1884-1978)

“Any Christian convert who was at 
all familiar with Greek philosophy 

was then bound to realize the 
metaphysical import of his new 

religious belief. His philosophical 
first principle had to be one with 
his religious first principle, and 

since the name of this God was ‘I 
am,’ any Christian philosopher 
had to posit ‘I am’ as his first 

principle and supreme cause of all 
things, even in philosophy.” 

[Etienne Gilson, God and Philosophy, 41]

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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Michael R. Licona

Michael R. Licona
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"It would be nonsense to affirm real 
contradictions in the Bible and then 

to affirm inerrancy."

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary
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"Even Dr. Licona concedes that we 'may lose 
some form of biblical inerrancy if there are 

contradictions in the Gospels,' what you lose 
is inerrancy itself. ... An actual 

contradiction is an error."
[quoted in Erin Roach, “HBU’s Licona addresses Bible’s ‘contradictions,’” https://www.baptistpress.com
/resource-library/news/hbus-licona-addresses-bibles-contradictions/, accessed 06/21/26] 

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary

1. The Bible is the Word of God.

2. God cannot err.

3. Therefore, the Bible cannot err.
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If the Bible errs, then either:

 there is some sense in which 
it is not the Word of God, or

 there is some sense in which 
God can err.
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Allowing for the possibility that there 
are conflicting or contradictory 

statements in the Bible as Greco-
Roman Biography allows, is 
incompatible with Inspiration 

and Inerrancy.

Lydia McGrew
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Lydia McGrew

"It would be difficult to 
exaggerate the acceptance 
that the claim 'The Gospels 

are Greco-Roman 
biographies' or even 'The 

Gospels are something very 
much like Greco-Roman 

biographies' enjoys in the 
current evangelical 
scholarly milieu." 

[Lydia McGrew, The Mirror or the Mask: Liberating the Gospels from 
Literary Devices (Tampa: DeWard, 2019), 67] 

Lydia McGrew

"The popularity of this claim, 
based most of all upon the 

book What Are the Gospels? 
by the classicist Richard 
Burridge, has only grown 

since that book's first 
publication in 1994 and its 

release in a second 
edition in 2004." 

[Lydia McGrew, The Mirror or the Mask, 67] 



7/3/2026 11:24 PM

83

Lydia McGrew

"Burridge's work is also 
noteworthy for the extent to 

which he overlooks evidence 
for the traditional authorship 

of the Gospels. This is 
relevant to his thesis because 
traditional authorship would 

mean that at least three out of 
four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, 

and John—were written by 
Jews who were likely not 
educated in a Hellenistic 

fashion. … 
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Lydia McGrew

"How likely is it that Matthew 
the tax collector, John, Mark, 
Peter, or even John the son of 
Zebedee would have read or 
heard the earlier writers of 
biography discussed by 

Burridge such as Xenophon, 
Isocrates, Satyrus, and Nepos 

and that they would have 
desired to emulate a specific 

Greco-Roman genre?." 
[Lydia McGrew, The Mirror or the Mask, 76] 

Michael R. Licona
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In the chapter titled "Fine-Tuning Our 
Doctrine of Scripture: Inerrancy" Licona 

seeks to challenge what he calls the 
"Traditional View of Inerrancy" and argue for 

his "Flexible View of Inerrancy."

In his critique of the "traditional view" Licona 
rejects an understanding on the Chicago 

Statement that is undoubtedly the way the 
statement has been understood 

since it was written.

The question that needs to be answered is 
whether Licona's "flexible view" is consistent 
with the meaning of the Chicago Statement. 

The reason this is important is because to be 
a member of the Evangelical Theological 

Society (ETS), one is required to affirm the 
inerrancy of Scripture. 
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In seeking to explore this question, Licona 
asks: "Precisely how much wiggle room does 

CSBI [Chicago Statement on Biblical 
Inerrancy] allow?" (p.194)

This is indeed a question that anyone who is 
interested in this conversation must ask.

However, one must be careful to avoid the 
informal "fallacy of the beard" 

The name of the fallacy comes from asking, “How many whiskers does it 
take to make a beard?” The question is impossible to answer. 

However, just because one cannot tell how many whiskers it takes to 
make a beard, this does not mean that one cannot tell the difference 

between clean shaven and bearded.
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In seeking to explore this question, Licona 
asks: "Precisely how much wiggle room does 

CSBI [Chicago Statement on Biblical 
Inerrancy] allow?" (p.194)

This is indeed a question that anyone who is 
interested in this conversation must ask.

However, one must be careful to avoid the 
informal "fallacy of the beard" which is the 
fallacy that says that if you cannot draw an 

exact line between extremes on a continuum, 
then you cannot legitimately affirm the 

differences between the extremes 
of the continuum.

I would argue that the extent to which Licona 
seeks to qualify the definition of 'inerrancy' 

and move it away from how ICBI and the 
"Chicago Statement" has understood the 

term, amounts to a denial of inerrancy.
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To repeat a point, the issue is not whether one 
view or another of inerrancy is compatible with 

the truth of Christianity.

Rather, the issue is whether one view or another 
of inerrancy is compatible with the doctrines of 

inspiration and inerrancy.
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 Jude 1:24-25
"Now to Him who is able to keep you from 

stumbling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to 

God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, 

both now and forever. Amen. " 


