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The Need for 
Understanding 
New Religious 
Movements 
and Cults 
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What Is a Cult?
Theological 

vs. 
Sociological
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Theological vs. Sociological

Sociological

a group that has certain 
aberrant or destructive 
physical, psychological 

and/or sociological traits 
such as mind control, 

social alienation, 
paranoia, or even 
murder/suicide.
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Sociological
Jim Jones and the People's Temple

Sociological
David Koresh and the Branch Davidian
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Sociological
Marshall Applewhite and Heaven's Gate

Theological 

Broad sense
any group with false 

religious teachings, other 
than a World Religion, that 
stands in opposition to the 

historic, orthodox 
Christian faith
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Theological 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and the 
International Society of Krishna Consciousness

Theological 
Sri Harold Klemp and Eckankar
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Theological 
Anton LaVey and the Church of Satan

Theological 

Narrow sense
a group that is an offshoot of 

Christianity
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Theological 

Narrow sense
denies one or more of the 

cardinal doctrines of historic, 
orthodox Christianity

Theological 

Narrow sense
usually considers itself the 

only true expression of 
Christianity
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Theological 
Joseph Smith and Mormonism

Theological 
Charles Taze Russell and Jehovah's Witnesses
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Theological 
Sun Myung Moon and the Unification Church

A given group can exhibit 
aspects of both definitions.
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Confusion can arise because 
the media mainly use the term 
'cult' in a sociological sense.

In this presentation, I am using 
the term in a theological sense.
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Because of the possibility of  
confusion and to avoid the risk 
of offending members of the 

theological defined cults, 
academic evangelicals are 
opting for the phrase "new 

religious movements."

Cult vs. "Cultic"

Cult
an organization (as 

described above) that one 
can join and become 

a member of
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Cult vs. "Cultic"

Cult
exhibiting the characteristics 

and/or doctrines of a cult 
without necessarily being an 
actual organization that one 

can join and become 
a member of
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What is the Difference between 
a World Religion and a Cult?
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What is the Difference between 
a World Religion and a Cult?

A World Religion usually has little in common 
doctrinally with Christianity while a cult (in the 

narrow sense) ostensibly mirrors Christian 
doctrine.

What is the Difference between 
a World Religion and a Cult?

A World Religion usually has a significant 
number of adherents around the world while a 
cult (even in the broad sense) has relatively 

fewer.
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Why Are There Cults and False 
Religions?

Man suppresses the truth that is known.

Romans 1:18-23
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, {19} because 
what may be known of God is manifest in them, for 
God has shown it to them. {20} For since the creation 
of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, 
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Romans 1:18-23
{21} because, although they knew God, they did not 
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became 
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. {22} Professing to be wise, they became 
fools, {23} and changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God into an image made like corruptible man—and 
birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 

Why Are There Cults and False 
Religions?

The presence of cults and false religions is 
evidence of man's flight from God, not man's 

search for God.
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Romans 3:10-12
As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, 
not one; {11} there is none who 
understands; there is none who seeks after 
God. {12} They have all turned aside; they 
have together become unprofitable; there is 
none who does good, no, not one."

Aren't All Religions Saying 
the Same Thing at the Core?
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Core vs. Peripheral Beliefs

How Do We 
Know Truth?

Knowledge in General

Does one have to be a 
Christian in order to 
know any truths of 
reality?
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How Do We 
Know Truth?

Knowledge in General

Does one have to be a 
Christian in order to 
know any truths 
specifically about God?

 Romans 1:20 
For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes are clearly 

seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even His eternal 

power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, 
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 Psalm 19:1 
The heavens declare the glory of  

God; And the firmament shows His 
handiwork. 

How Do We 
Know Truth?

Knowledge of 
Revealed Truth

 We don't know the truth 
by the "lifestyle" of the  
group.
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 2 Cor. 11:13 - 15 
For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into 
apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For 

Satan himself transforms himself into an 
angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if 
his ministers also transform themselves into 
ministers of righteousness, whose end will 

be according to their works. 

How Do We 
Know Truth?

Knowledge of 
Revealed Truth

 We don't know the truth 
by pragmatism. 

 Just because 
something enhances 
my life, does not mean 
that it is of God.
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Jeremiah 44:17-18  
"But we will certainly do 

whatever has gone out of 
our own mouth, to burn 
incense to the queen of 

heaven and pour out drink 
offerings to her, as we 
have done, we and our 

fathers, our kings and our 
princes, in the cities of 

Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem.  

Jeremiah 44:17-18  
"For then we had plenty of 

food, were well-off, and 
saw no trouble.  But since 

we stopped burning 
incense to the queen of 
heaven and pouring out 
drink offerings to her, we 
have lacked everything 

and have been consumed 
by the sword and by 

famine." 
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 Acts 5:38 - 39 
And now I say to you, keep away from these 
men and let them alone; for if this plan or this 
work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it 
is of God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you 

even be found to fight against God."
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There are 1.25 
billion Muslims in 

the world.
Does this prove 

that Islam is true?

How Do We 
Know Truth?

Knowledge of 
Revealed Truth

 Instead, we know 
spiritual, theological, or 
doctrinal truth primarily 
by the Word of God.
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Romans 16:17  

Avoid

those who cause 
divisions and 

offenses

the doctrine which 
you learned

Romans 14:1 

Receive

one who is weak in 
the faith

but not to disputes

doubtful things

 1 Timothy 4:16 
Take heed to yourself and to the 
doctrine. Continue in them, for in 

doing this you will save both 
yourself and those who hear you. 
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 1 John 4:5 - 6 
They are of the world. Therefore they 
speak as of the world, and the world 
hears them. We are of God. He who 

knows God hears us; he who is not of 
God does not hear us. By this we know 
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

It's Not Unloving to Disagree
A doctor might have to disagree with his patient
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It's Not Unloving to Disagree
Jesus sometimes disagreed with people.

 Matthew 22:29 
Jesus answered and said to them, 

"You are mistaken, not knowing 
the Scriptures nor the power of 

God. 
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"Judge  not, that 
you be not judged."

(Matt. 7:1)

"Let two or three 
prophets speak, 

and let the others 
judge."

(1 Cor. 14:29 )



32

Christian unity 
must be a unity in 

the truth on the 
things that matter.

 Ephesians 4:15 
. . . but, speaking the truth in love, [that 
we] may grow up in all things into Him 

who is the head — Christ . . .
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Resources
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