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The Marks 
of a Cult

Anthony A. Hoekema
(1913-1988)
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All Cults Weaken or 
Deny the Authority 

of the Bible. 

All Cults Deny 
Salvation By Grace 
Through Faith Apart 

from Works. 
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All Cults Deny 
the Trinity.

All Cults Deny 
the Work of 
Jesus Christ.
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All Cults Weaken or 
Deny the Authority 

of the Bible. 

Some cults weaken the 
authority of the Bible by 

claiming additional revelation. 
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"The Bible is the Word of God, written by men.  It is a basic Mormon 
teaching.  But the Latter-day Saints recognize that errors have crept 
into this sacred work because of the manner in which the book has 
come to us.  Moreover, they regard it as not being complete as a 

guide.  Scores of different types of interpretations on basic doctrines, 
which have led to the creation of hundreds of different sects, bear 

witness to the inadequacy of the Bible.  …  Supplementing the Bible, 
the Latter-day Saints have three other books.  These with the Bible 

constitute the standard works of the Church.  They are known as the 
Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and 

the Pearl of Great Price."  
[Gordon B. Hinckely, What of the Mormons?  (n.c.:  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1976), 10, 12.] 

Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)
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Co-workers on ACIM

William Thetford 
(1923-1988)

Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)

Ken Wapnick
(1942-2013)

Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)

Co-workers on ACIM
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Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)

Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)

Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)



9

Marianne Williamson

Mary Baker Eddy
(1821-1910)
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Mary Baker Eddy
(1821-1910)

Mary Baker Eddy
(1821-1910)

"When God called the 
author to proclaim His 

Gospel to this age, there 
came also the charge to 

plant and water His 
vineyard.  The first 
school of Christian 

Science Mind-healing 
was started by the 

author with only one 
student in Lynn, 

Massachusetts, about 
the year 1867.  … 
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Mary Baker Eddy
(1821-1910)

"In the spirit of Christ's 
charity, — as one who 

"hopeth all things, 
endureth all things,"  and 

is joyful to bear 
consolation to the 

sorrowing and healing to 
the sick, — she commits 

these pages to the 
honest seekers for 

Truth."  
[Mary Baker Eddy, Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures (Boston:  Trustees under the Will of Mary 
Baker G. Eddy, 1906), xi, xii.] 

Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)
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Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

"We know that God worked 
through Noah and 

Abraham, and we know well 
that revealed words through 
Moses and Jesus. Can not 
the same living god, who is 

alive today, give a new 
revelation in the present 

day? 
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Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

"The Divine Principle 
contains the words of a new 
revelation given through the 

Reverend Sun Myung 
Moon, that clarify God's will 
and providence of salvation 

to the highest degree. 
Reverend Moon did not gain 

his revelation in school 
while studying philosophy 

and theology.  God directly 
revealed His will to him."

[Sun Myung Moon, Divine Principle Six Hour Lecture (n. 
c.:  The Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of 
World Christianity, 1977), 2.]  

David Yonggi Cho 
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)
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David Yonggi Cho 
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)

"I was quite troubled one 
day, for many of our 
Christians were not 
considering God's 
miracles to be of 

importance.  They said, 
'Oh, how can we believe 
in God as an absolutely 
divine being?  How can 

we call the Jehovah God 
the unique creator in 

heavenly places?  

David Yonggi Cho 
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)

"We see miracles in 
Buddhism, miracles in 
yoga, and miracles in 
Sokagakkai.  We see 
many miracles in the 

Oriental religions.  Why 
should we claim 

Jehovah God as the 
only creator of the 

universe?'
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David Yonggi Cho 
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)

"We see miracles in 
Buddhism, miracles in 
yoga, and miracles in 
Sokagakkai.  We see 
many miracles in the 

Oriental religions.  Why 
should we claim 

Jehovah God as the 
only creator of the 

universe?'

By the very nature of the case, 
miracles, by definition, are 

impossible in these religions.

A miracle is an act of the 
transcendent God whereby He 
interrupts the normal course of 

nature for the purpose of 
vindicating the messenger.

None of these religions has any 
notion of a transcendent God.

David Yonggi Cho 
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)

"But I knew that our God 
was the unique God, the 

only God, and the 
creator of the universe.  

So I made their 
questions a matter of 
prayer before God.  I 
fasted and prayed, 

seeking the faith of the 
Lord, and His answers.  
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David Yonggi Cho 
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)

"Then a glorious 
revelation came to my 
heart, and I received a 
clear explanation.  And 

from that time on I 
began to explain these 

things through my 
lectures in my church in 

Korea." 

David Yonggi Cho 
(born Paul Yonggi Cho)

". . .  After receiving this 
revelation [about the 

Fourth Dimension] from 
the Lord, I began to 
easily explain the 
happenings and 
miracles of other 

religions."  
[Paul Yonggi [David] Cho, The Fourth Dimension:  
The Key to Putting Your Faith to Work for a 
Successful Life (Plainfield, NJ: Logos International, 
1979), 37, 41.]  
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Some cults weaken the 
authority of the Bible by 
claiming authoritative or 
infallible interpretations.
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"The Lord Jesus Christ foretold 
that during his presence a 'faithful 
and discreet slave' would provide 
spiritual food for his disciples … 
This slave has proved to be, not 

any single individual, but the 
class of dedicated, anointed 

Christians. . . . This faithful slave 
class has been using the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society to 
provide spiritual nourishment for 

all Jehovah's Witnesses.  … 

"Yes, apostates publish literature 
that resorts to distortions, half-
truths, and out-right falsehood.  

…  Hence, it would be a 
dangerous thing to allow our 

curiosity to move us to feed on 
such writings or to listen to their 

abusive speech!  …  In many 
cases, [the apostates] have 
reentered the darkness of 

Christendom and its doctrines ….  
Let us never give ear to what the 

apostates are saying or doing.  
[n.a., "At Which Table Are You Feeding?"  The Watch Tower:  
Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom 115, no. 13 (July 1, 1994), 11, 
12, 13.]  
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"Many hesitate to listen to Jehovah's 
Witnesses because of the negative 
information that circulates against 

them. But honest-hearted people are 
invited to decide for themselves 

whether what the Witnesses preach 
is the truth or not. Such a vital 

decision should not be based on 
hearsay. Many who have conducted 
their own personal investigation of 

the teachings of Jehovah's 
Witnesses have benefited greatly."

["Worshiping God with Truth" The Watchtower: Announcing Jehovah's 
Kingdom Vol. 119, No. 19 (Oct. 1, 1998), 4]
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Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

"Today, what the Church 
needs is not another 

human interpretation of 
the Bible.  What matters 

now is how God interprets 
it for us, and when we live 
for God according to His 

will, we will be fulfilling His 
will.  Let us consider this 
with an open mind and 

heart."  
[Sun Myung Moon, Divine Principle Six Hour Lecture 
(n.c.:  The Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of 
World Christianity, 1977), 2.] 
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Victor Paul Wierwille
(1916-1985)

"God spoke to me 
audibly, just like I'm 

talking to you now.  He 
said he would teach me 
the word as it had not 
been known since the 
first century, if I would 

teach it to others."  
[Art Toalston, "'God Not Human,' Says Way Leader," Jackson Daily 
News-Religion Midweek, Wed., Oct. 8, 1980, p. 3.] 

Victor Paul Wierwille
(1916-1985)

Victor Paul Wierwille
(1916-1985)
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Some cults deny the authority 
of the Bible by rejecting it 

altogether.

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

http://www.richardghowe.com
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Donald H. Frew

Donald Frew

"To grant a traditional text 
such authority would be to say 

that this is it, the truth for all 
time. But we are a nature 

religion, and a fundamental 
truth of nature is that 
everything changes."  

[Donald H. Frew, "Pagans in Interfaith Dialogue: New Faiths, New Challenges," accessed 
October 20, 2004; https://www.patheos.com/resources/additional-resources/2009/11/pagans-in-
interfaith-dialogue.aspx?p=2, accessed 06/02/20]
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All Cults Deny 
Salvation By Grace 
Through Faith Apart 

from Works.
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For by grace you 
have been saved 
through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone 
should boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9 

Now to him who works, 
the wages are not 
counted as grace but as 
debt. But to him who 
does not work but 
believes on Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is accounted for 
righteousness,
           Romans 4:4-5  
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All Cults Deny 
the Trinity.

Two Types of Denial

Affirm a view to which 
they give the name 

'Trinity' though the view 
is not the true doctrine of 

the Trinity

Deny any belief in the 
Trinity while holding a 
distorted view of what 
the true doctrine of the 

Trinity even is
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Some Comments 
from the Cults on 

the Trinity.
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

This view, known as 
Modalism or Sabellianism, 
was another view that the 
doctrine of the Trinity was 

explicitly formulated to reject. 

This view, known as 
Unitarianism, was one view 

that the doctrine of the Trinity 
was explicitly formulated 

to reject. 

Ernest Holmes
(1887-1960)
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Ernest Holmes
(1887-1960)

Mary Baker Eddy
(1821-1910)

Mary Baker Eddy
(1821-1910)
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Mary Baker Eddy
(1821-1910)
Mary Baker Eddy

1821-1910

Some cults deny the Trinity by 
denying the Person of 

Jesus Christ.
Person of 

Jesus Christ
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In the beginning 
was the Word, 
and the Word was 
with God, and the 
Word was God. 

John 1:1

Some cults deny the Trinity by 
denying the Person of 

Jesus Christ:

 by making Him lower than God.
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Some cults deny the Trinity by 
denying the Person of 

Jesus Christ: 
by raising us towards His level as deity.
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Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)
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Richard Cavendish
(1930-2016)

Richard Cavendish
(1930-2016)
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Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)
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Some cults deny the Trinity 
by denying the 

Person of the Holy Spirit.
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All Cults Deny 
the Work of 
Jesus Christ.

Work of 
Jesus Christ.

 2 Cor. 5:21 
"For He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for 

us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God 

in Him."
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 Heb. 9:12 
Not with the blood of goats 

and calves, but with His 
own blood He entered the 
Most Holy Place once for 

all, having obtained 
eternal redemption."

Some cults weaken His work 
by claiming that it is incomplete.
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)
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Some cults deny His work by 
claiming that it is unnecessary.

Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)
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Helen Schucman 
(1909-1981)
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How Should We 
Respond to the 

Cults?
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We should treat others with 
love and respect.

 1 Peter 3:15 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the 

hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 
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 1 Peter 3:15 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the 

hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 

apologian (ἀπολογίαν) 
from apologia (ἀπολογία) 

logon (λόγον) 
from logos (λόγ́ος) 

 1 Peter 3:15 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the 

hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 
with gentleness and respect; 
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We should be equipped in 
order to avoid being swayed by 

the doctrines of the cults.

 Ephesians 4:11-15 
"And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of 

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ;
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 Ephesians 4:11-15 
"that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of 

men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into 

Him who is the head; Christ."

We should always be ready to 
teach and defend the truth.
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 2 Timothy 2: 23-26 
"But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they 

generate strife. And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but 
be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting 
those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them 

repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may 
come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having 

been taken captive by him to do his will."

 2 Timothy 2: 23-26 
"But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they 

generate strife. And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but 
be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting 
those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them 

repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may 
come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having 

been taken captive by him to do his will."
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Please visit these sites:
http://ses.edu

http://www.richardghowe.com

or email 

info@richardghowe.com


