
4/9/2025

1

The Church of 
Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints
a.k.a. LDS or the “Mormons”

Pt. 2: Mormonism and the 
Marks of a Cult

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.



4/9/2025

2

Mormonism 
and the 

Marks of a Cult

All Cults Weaken or 
Deny the Authority 

of the Bible. 
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Some cults weaken the 
authority of the Bible by 

claiming additional revelation. 
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The Bible alone is 
the inerrant, infallible 

Word of God.
(Hebrews 1:1; 2 Peter 1:19-2:2; 

2 Timothy 3:16; Revelation 
22:18-19) 
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Mormonism denies 
the authority of the 
Bible by claiming 

additional revelation.
The four standard works:

•The Bible (correctly translated)

Mormonism denies 
the authority of the 
Bible by claiming 

additional revelation.
The four standard works:

•The Bible (correctly translated)
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Mormonism denies 
the authority of the 
Bible by claiming 

additional revelation.
The four standard works:

•The Bible (correctly translated)

•The Book of Mormon

•The Doctrine and Covenants

•The Pearl of Great Price
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Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008)
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Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008)

"The Bible is the Word of 
God, written by men.  It 

is a basic Mormon 
teaching.  But the Latter-
day Saints recognize that 

errors have crept into 
this sacred work 

because of the manner 
in which the book has 

come to us.  

Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008)

"Moreover, they regard it 
as not being complete as 

a guide.  Scores of 
different types of 

interpretations on basic 
doctrines, which have led 

to the creation of 
hundreds of different 
sects, bear witness to 
the inadequacy of the 

Bible.  …
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Gordon B. Hinckley
(1910-2008)

"Supplementing the Bible, 
the Latter-day Saints have 
three other books.  These 
with the Bible constitute 

the standard works of the 
Church.  They are known 
as the Book of Mormon, 

the Doctrine and 
Covenants, and the Pearl 

of Great Price."  
[Gordon B. Hinckley, What of the Mormons?  (n.c.:  The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1976), 10, 12.]
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Christ's death was the 
complete payment for 

man's sins.  Salvation is 
a gift and cannot be 

earned by works.  All that 
is necessary is belief in 

the gospel. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 3:24,25; Col. 

1:20; I Peter 2:24; 2 Cor. 5:20; John 
20:30-31).  
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Salvation is Becoming 
"like Him" (1 John 3:2) 

morally not ontologically.  
This means that we will 

be made completely holy 
and righteous as He is. 

(2 Peter 1:4; Hebrews 12:10)

Now to him who works, the
wages are not counted as
grace but as debt. But to
him who does not work but
believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for
righteousness,

Romans 4:4-5
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For He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in 
Him.

2 Co 5:21

Mormonism denies 
salvation by grace 
through faith apart 

from works by 
adding works to the 

gospel.
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Spencer W. Kimball
(1895-1985)
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Spencer W. Kimball
(1895-1985)

"One of the most 
fallacious doctrines 
originated by Satan 
and propounded by 
man is that man is 
saved alone by the 
grace of God; that 

belief in Jesus Christ 
alone is all that is 

needed for salvation."  
[Spencer W. Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness
(Salt Lake City:  Bookcraft, 1969), 206]  

Now to him who works, the
wages are not counted as
grace but as debt. But to
him who does not work but
believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for
righteousness,

Romans 4:4-5
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Spencer W. Kimball
(1895-1985)



4/9/2025

19

Spencer W. Kimball
(1895-1985)

"This makes clear the 
two facets, neither of 
which alone would 
bring the individual 

salvation—the grace 
of Christ, particularly 
as represented by his 
atoning sacrifice, and 

individual effort." 
[Kimball, Miracle, 207]  

LeGrand Richards
(1886-1983)
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LeGrand Richards
(1886-1983)

LeGrand Richards
(1886-1983)
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LeGrand Richards
(1886-1983)

 Rom 9:30-32 
"What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, 

have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; {31} but 
Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of 

righteousness. {32} Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, 
by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone." 

they did not seek it by faith

LeGrand Richards
(1886-1983)

 Rom 10:1-3 
"Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be 

saved. {2} For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge. {3} For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, 
and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 

righteousness of God." 

they have a zeal for God
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Salvation means 
exaltation to 

godhood.

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

"With three or four possible 
exceptions, all of the 

revelations of all the ages 
speak of salvation as being 

wholly, completely, and totally 
synonymous with eternal or 

everlasting life, with exaltation 
in the highest heaven of the 
celestial world, with attaining 
Godhood and being like God 

the Eternal Father."  
[Bruce McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 
3:284-285]  



4/9/2025

23



4/9/2025

24



4/9/2025

25

All Cults Deny 
the Trinity.

Two Types of Denial

Affirm a view to which 
they give the name 

'Trinity' though the view 
is not the true doctrine of 

the Trinity

Affirm a view to which 
they give the name 

'Trinity' though the view 
is not the true doctrine of 

the Trinity

Deny any belief in the 
Trinity while holding a 
distorted view of what 
the true doctrine of the 

Trinity even is

Deny any belief in the 
Trinity while holding a 
distorted view of what 
the true doctrine of the 

Trinity even is
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God is a Trinity: one in 
substance (nature) and 

three in person 
(hypostasis).
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Biblical Argument
1. There is only one God.

2. The Father is God.

3. The Son is God.

4. The Spirit is God.

5. The Father is not the Son.

6. The Son is not the Spirit.

7. The Spirit is not the Father.

 Isaiah 44:6 
"Thus says the LORD, the King of 

Israel, And his Redeemer, the 
LORD of hosts: 'I am the First 
and I am the Last; Besides Me 

there is no God.' " 
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 Matthew 3:16 
"When He had been baptized, 

Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the 

heavens were opened to Him, 
and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and 

alighting upon Him.  And 
suddenly a voice came from 
heaven, saying, 'This is My 

beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.' " 

Though Mormons 
claim to believe in 

the Trinity, the 
Mormon view is not 
the true, orthodox 
view of the Trinity.
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

The Heresy of Tri-
theism 

(three gods)

James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

Trinitarian 
Heresy of 

Sabellianism

Denial of the 
Trinity 

altogether. 
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

Trinitarian 
Heresy of 
Modalism

Denial of the 
Trinity 

altogether. 

Joseph Fielding Smith
(1876-1972)
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Joseph Fielding Smith
(1876-1972)

Joseph Fielding Smith
(1876-1972)
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Joseph Fielding Smith
(1876-1972)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

Some cults deny the Trinity by 
denying the Person of 

Jesus Christ: 
by raising us towards His level as deity.
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Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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The sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ is sufficient for 

salvation. 
(2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Cor. 15:1-8; Heb. 9:12)
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Mormonism denies 
the work of Jesus 
Christ by claiming 

that it is incomplete.

James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)
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James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)

James E. Talmage
(1862-1933)
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Spencer W. Kimball
(1895-1985)

Spencer W. Kimball
(1895-1985)
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Spencer W. Kimball
(1895-1985)

Additional Doctrinal 
Differences Between 

Evangelical Christianity 
and Mormonism
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Christianity Mormonism

There are many Gods.

"And they (the Gods) said 'Let there be 
light' and there was light." [Pearl of Great 
Price, "Book of Abraham" 4:3]

"According to that which was ordained in 
the midst of the Council of the Eternal God 
of all other gods before this world was …" 
[Doctrine & Covenants 121:32]

There is only one God. This does not mean 
merely that there is only one God with whom 
we have to do, but rather that there is only one 
Supreme Being in existence. 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one!" (Deuteronomy 6:4) 

"Remember the former things of old, For I 
am God, and there is no other; I am God, 
and there is none like Me." (Isaiah 46:9) 

Number of Gods



4/9/2025

44

Christianity Mormonism

There are many Gods.

"Three separate personages—Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost—comprise the Godhead. As each of 
these persons is a God, it is evident, from this 
standpoint alone, that a plurality of Gods exists. To 
us, speaking in the proper finite sense, these three 
are the only Gods we worship. But in addition there 
is an infinite number of holy personages, drawn from 
worlds without number, who have passed on to 
exaltation and are thus gods." [McConkie, Mormon 
Doctrine, s.v. "Plurality of Gods," p. 577, emphasis 
in original]

There is only one God. This does not mean 
merely that there is only one God with whom 
we have to do, but rather that there is only one 
Supreme Being in existence. 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one!" (Deuteronomy 6:4) 

"Remember the former things of old, For I 
am God, and there is no other; I am God, 
and there is none like Me." (Isaiah 46:9) 

Number of Gods

Christianity Mormonism

There are many Gods.

"If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and John 
discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ 
had a Father, you may suppose that he had a 
Father also. Where was there ever a son 
without a father? And where was there ever a 
father without first being a son?" [Joseph 
Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
p. 374, as cited in McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 
s.v. "Plurality]

There is only one God. This does not mean 
merely that there is only one God with whom 
we have to do, but rather that there is only one 
Supreme Being in existence. 

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one!" (Deuteronomy 6:4) 

"Remember the former things of old, For I 
am God, and there is no other; I am God, 
and there is none like Me." (Isaiah 46:9) 

Number of Gods
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Christianity Mormonism

God is a personage of flesh and bone 
(physical). 

"The Father has a body of flesh, and 
bones as tangible as man's." [Doctrine & 
Covenants 130:22]

God is a spirit, without flesh and bone.

"God is Spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth." (John 
4:24)

"Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I 
Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see 
I have." (Luke 24:39)

Nature of God

Christianity Mormonism

God is a personage of flesh and bone 
(physical). 

"We affirm that to deny the materiality of 
God's person is to deny God; for … an 
immaterial body cannot exist."  [James E. 
Talmage, A Study of the Articles of Faith 
(Salt Lake City:  The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1971), 48]

God is a spirit, without flesh and bone.

"God is Spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth." (John 
4:24)

"Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I 
Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see 
I have." (Luke 24:39)

Nature of God
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Christianity Mormonism

God was once a mere man.

"God himself was once as we are now, and is an 
exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder 
heavens! … I am going to tell you how God came 
to be God. Ye have imagined and suppose that 
God was God from all eternity. I will refute that 
idea … he was once a man like us; yea, that God 
himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the 
same as Jesus Christ himself did." [Joseph 
Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 
345-347, as cited in McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 
s.v. "Godhood," p. 321]

God has always been God.

"Even from everlasting to everlasting, You 
are God." (Psalm 90:2)

"And understand that I am He. Before Me 
there was no God formed, Nor shall there 
be after Me." (Isaiah 43:10)

Eternity of God

Christianity Mormonism

Man's spirit is from an eternal self-existent 
"spirit element." As individuals, men pre-
exited this world.

"Man is a spirit clothed with a tabernacle 
the intelligent part of which was never 
created or made but existed eternally—
man was also in the beginning with God."  
[Joseph Fielding Smith, Progress of Man 
(Salt Lake City:  genealogical Society of 
Utah, 1938), as cited in Gordon H. Fraser, 
Is Mormonism Christian?:  Mormon 
Doctrine Compared with Biblical 
Christianity (Chicago:  Moody Press, 
1977), 57]

Man has an immortal soul which is not made 
from any pre-existing spiritual "stuff" but is 
created by God. (Gen. 1:26; 2:7)

"Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth." (Gen 1:26)

"And the LORD God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
being. (Gen 2:7)

Pre-Existence of Man
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Christianity Mormonism

Man's spirit is from an eternal self-existent 
"spirit element." As individuals, men pre-
exited this world.

"Spirit element has always existed; it is 
co-eternal with God. Portions of the self-
existence spirit element were born as 
spirit children, or in other words the 
intelligence which cannot be created or 
made because it is self-existent, is 
organized into intelligences."  [McConkie, 
Mormon Doctrine, s.v. "Spirit Element," p. 
751]

Man has an immortal soul which is not made 
from any pre-existing spiritual "stuff" but is 
created by God. (Gen. 1:26; 2:7)

"Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth." (Gen 1:26)

"And the LORD God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
being. (Gen 2:7)

Pre-Existence of Man

Christianity Mormonism

Man's spirit is from an eternal self-existent 
"spirit element." As individuals, men pre-
exited this world.

"The intelligence or spirit element became 
intelligences after the spirits were born as 
individual entities. Use of this name 
designates both the primal element from 
which the spirit offspring were created and 
also their inherited capacity to grow in 
grace, knowledge, power, and intelligence 
itself, until such intelligences, gaining the 
fulness of all things, become like their 
Father, the Supreme Intelligence."  
[McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, s.v. 
"Intelligences," p. 387]

Man has an immortal soul which is not made 
from any pre-existing spiritual "stuff" but is 
created by God. (Gen. 1:26; 2:7)

"Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth." (Gen 1:26)

"And the LORD God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
being. (Gen 2:7)

Pre-Existence of Man
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Christianity Mormonism

Man's spirit is from an eternal self-existent 
"spirit element." As individuals, men pre-
exited this world.

"What is [man]? He had his being in the 
eternal worlds; he existed before he came 
here." [John Taylor, Teachings of the 
Presidents of the Church: John Taylor, 
(Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 2001), 2]

Man has an immortal soul which is not made 
from any pre-existing spiritual "stuff" but is 
created by God. (Gen. 1:26; 2:7)

"Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 
all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth." (Gen 1:26)

"And the LORD God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
being. (Gen 2:7)

Pre-Existence of Man

Christianity Mormonism

Man's destiny is to progress into Godhood 
and occupy the highest of the three-leveled 
heaven. 

"And when he shall be perfected, and have 
progressed to maturity, he will be like his 
Father—a God, being indeed His offspring. 
As the horse, the ox, the sheep, and every 
living creature, including man, propagates 
its own species and perpetuates its own 
kind, so does God perpetuate his." [John 
Taylor, Teachings, 3]

Man has the opportunity, by God's grace 
through faith, to be present with the Lord after 
death, but will never become a God. 

"We are confident, yes, well pleased rather 
to be absent from the body and to be 
present with the Lord." (2 Cor. 5:8)

"For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. {17} Then we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be 
with the Lord.  (1 Thes. 4:16-17)

Immortality
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Christianity Mormonism

There are three levels of heaven:

 Celestial - faithful Mormons

 Terrestrial- honorable men who are not 
Mormon

 Telestial - those who received not the 
testimony of Jesus

"One of the great errors in the teachings of 
the Christian religions is the doctrine of 
one heaven and one hell …"  [LeGrand 
Richards, A Marvelous Work and a Wonder 
(Salt Lake City:  Deseret Book Co., 1976),  
253]

The eternal abode of all who are saved is to be 
with the Lord in heaven where awaits for all of 
the redeemed an eternal reward.  (1 
Corinthians 5:1-2; 1 Peter 1:4)

"For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. {2} For in 
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with 
our habitation which is from heaven." (2 Cor. 5:1-2)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 
begotten us again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, {4} to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you." (1 Pet. 
1:3-4)

Heaven

Christianity Mormonism

There are three levels of heaven:

 Celestial 

"Wherefore, … they are gods, even the 
sons of God … These are they whose 
bodies are celestial …"[Doctrine & 
Covenants, 76:58]

The eternal abode of all who are saved is to be 
with the Lord in heaven where awaits for all of 
the redeemed an eternal reward.  (1 
Corinthians 5:1-2; 1 Peter 1:4)

"For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. {2} For in 
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with 
our habitation which is from heaven." (2 Cor. 5:1-2)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 
begotten us again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, {4} to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you." (1 Pet. 
1:3-4)

Heaven
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Christianity Mormonism

There are three levels of heaven:

 Terrestrial 

"…these are they who die without the law 
… who receive not the testimony of Jesus 
in the flesh, but afterwards received it … 
who are honorable men of the earth …they 
are bodies terrestrial …"  [Doctrine & 
Covenants, 76:70, 74, 75, 78]

The eternal abode of all who are saved is to be 
with the Lord in heaven where awaits for all of 
the redeemed an eternal reward.  (1 
Corinthians 5:1-2; 1 Peter 1:4)

"For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. {2} For in 
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with 
our habitation which is from heaven." (2 Cor. 5:1-2)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 
begotten us again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, {4} to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you." (1 Pet. 
1:3-4)

Heaven

Christianity Mormonism

There are three levels of heaven:

 Telestial 

"…these are they who received not the 
gospel of Christ, neither the testimony of 
Jesus … these are they who receive not 
his fullness in the eternal world … and 
thus we saw … the glory of the telestial"  
[Doctrine & Covenants, 76:82, 86]

The eternal abode of all who are saved is to be 
with the Lord in heaven where awaits for all of 
the redeemed an eternal reward.  (1 
Corinthians 5:1-2; 1 Peter 1:4)

"For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. {2} For in 
this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with 
our habitation which is from heaven." (2 Cor. 5:1-2)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 
begotten us again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, {4} to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you." (1 Pet. 
1:3-4)

Heaven
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Christianity Mormonism

To be damned means to limit one's progress 
to Godhood. Eternal punishment does not 
necessarily mean endless punishment.  The 
lowest level (perdition) is reserved for 
apostate Mormons.  It is likely not eternal.

"Whosoever, therefore, received God's 
punishment receives eternal punishment, 
whether it is endured one hour, one day, 
one year, or an age."  [n.a., Plan of 
Salvation (n.c.:  The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.):  30]

There is eternal punishment for sin.

"Then a third angel followed them, saying with 
a loud voice, 'If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark on his 
forehead or on his hand, {10} he himself shall 
also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out full strength into the cup of 
His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. {11} 
And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever; and they have no rest day or 
night, who worship the beast and his image, 
and whoever receives the mark of his name.' " 
(Rev. 14:9-11)

Hell

Christianity Mormonism

To be damned means to limit one's progress 
to Godhood. Eternal punishment does not 
necessarily mean endless punishment.  The 
lowest level (perdition) is reserved for 
apostate Mormons.  It is likely not eternal.

"The false doctrine that the punishment to be 
visited upon erring souls is endless … must be 
regarded as one of the most pernicious results 
of misapprehension of scripture. … The 
punishment in any case is sufficiently severe 
without the added and supreme horror of 
unending continuation.  Justice must have her 
due; but when 'the uttermost farthing' is paid, 
the prison doors shall open and the captive be 
free."  [Talmage, Study,  61]

There is eternal punishment for sin.

"Then a third angel followed them, saying with 
a loud voice, 'If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark on his 
forehead or on his hand, {10} he himself shall 
also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out full strength into the cup of 
His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. {11} 
And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever; and they have no rest day or 
night, who worship the beast and his image, 
and whoever receives the mark of his name.' " 
(Rev. 14:9-11)
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Christianity Mormonism

To be damned means to limit one's progress 
to Godhood. Eternal punishment does not 
necessarily mean endless punishment.  The 
lowest level (perdition) is reserved for 
apostate Mormons.  It is likely not eternal.

"Thus saith the Lord concerning all those who 
know my power … and to deny the truth and 
defy my power—they are they who are the sons 
of perdition … vessels of wrath, doomed to 
suffer the wrath of God, with the devil and his 
angels in eternity."  [Doctrine & Covenants, 
76:31-33]

There is eternal punishment for sin.

"Then a third angel followed them, saying with 
a loud voice, 'If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark on his 
forehead or on his hand, {10} he himself shall 
also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out full strength into the cup of 
His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. {11} 
And the smoke of their torment ascends 
forever and ever; and they have no rest day or 
night, who worship the beast and his image, 
and whoever receives the mark of his name.' " 
(Rev. 14:9-11)
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Earth Life Spirit World

Spirit 
and 

Body

Paradise
Alma 40:14

John 14:15
Alma 32:21
James 2:17-24

Purposes
1. to gain a body
2. to gain experience
3. to develop faith
4. to prove love by 

obedience to the 
commandments

1 Cor. 15:29

Celestial 
Marriage

D&C 76:50-70
Eternal families 

dwelling in 
God's presence

Sun

Terrestrial
D&C 76:71-80

with the presence of the
Son but without the 

fullness of the Father;
unmarried and 

without exaltation
Moon

Telestial
D&C 76:81-90

all those who are
not Sons of Perdition
but who did not live

according to the Gospel

Stars

Sons
of

Perdition

Satan and the spirits who 
rebelled against the Father 

and are denied bodies

Jer. 1:4-5
John 17:4-5
Prov. 3:13
1 Pet. 1:19-20
Eph. 1:4-5

In the presence of 
God our Heavenly 

Father

dwelt as 
spirits 

Pre-Existence
Pre-Earth life

Prison
I Pet. 3:19

Body placed 
in the grave

Plan of Salvation
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
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Body
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