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Jehovah's 
witnesses and the 
Marks of a Cult 
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Jehovah's Witnesses weaken the 
authority of the Bible by:

1) having a proprietary and specious 
translation of the Bible; and 

2) claiming exclusively authoritative 
interpretations of the Bible.

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES'  
PROPRIETARY AND SPECIOUS
TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE
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The New World 
Translation, published 

in 1961, is the 
Watchtower's own 

proprietary translation 
of the Bible.

There were no Greek 
or Hebrew scholars 

involved in the 
translation.
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There are several 
examples of specious 
translations of specific 

passages.

JOHN 1:1
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John 1:1
The New World Translation

"In [the] 
beginning the 
Word was, and 
the Word was 
with God, and 

the Word was a 
god."

John 1:1
The King James Version

"In the 
beginning was 
the Word, and 
the Word was 
with God, and 
the Word was 

God." 
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Johannes Greber
(1874-1944)
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Johannes Greber
(1874-1944)
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John 1:1
The New World Translation

"In [the] 
beginning the 
Word was, and 
the Word was 
with God, and 

the Word was a 
god."

John 1:1
The King James Version

"In the 
beginning was 
the Word, and 
the Word was 
with God, and 
the Word was 

God." 
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The dog bit the man.

The man bit the dog.

objective casenominative case

The kunes bit the anthropon.

The anthropos bit the kuna.
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The murderers are Americans.

Americans are the murderers.

nominative case

jEn ajrch: h|\n oJ lovgoV,

kai   o}  lovgoV   h\n  pro;V  to;n qeovn

kai; qeo;V h\n oJ  lovgoV.

en    arche     ēn    ho logos

kai   ho  logos  ēn pros ton theon

kai  theos ēn   ho logos. 

in beginning was the Word

and  the  Word was  with the  God

and  God was the Word
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    kai;  qeo;V  h\n     oJ  lovgoV. 

kai  theos ēn ho  logos. 
     and  God  was the  Word.
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    kai;  qeo;V  h\n     oJ  lovgoV. 
      kai  theos ēn   ho  logos. 

and  God  was the  Word.

COL. 1:15-17
1984 EDITION
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COL. 1:15-17
1984 EDITION

https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/
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COL. 1:15-17
2013 REVISION
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Notice that the brackets are removed, hiding from the 
reader that the word 'other' has been added to the text.  
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There could hardly be a more flagrant example of a group 
changing the text of Scripture to fit their heretical doctrine. 

MATT. 3:11
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Jason David BeDuhn

Thomas A. Howe
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Thomas A. Howe



4/10/2025

22

One of the most famous failed 
prophesies is about the coming 

"presence" of Jesus in 1914.
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JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES'  
EXCLUSIVELY AUTHORITATIVE 
INTERPRETATIONS THE BIBLE

Jehovah's Witnesses weaken 
the authority of the Bible by 

claiming authoritative or 
infallible interpretations.



4/10/2025

34



4/10/2025

35



4/10/2025

36



4/10/2025

37



4/10/2025

38



4/10/2025

39



4/10/2025

40



4/10/2025

41



4/10/2025

42

Now to him who works, the 
wages are not counted 

as grace but as 
debt. But to him who 

does not work but believes 
on Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is accounted 
for righteousness,

               Romans 4:4-5
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For He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin 
for us, that we might 

become the 
righteousness of God in 

Him.
2 Cor 5:21

Jehovah's Witnesses 
deny salvation by grace 
through faith by adding 

works as necessary.
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?
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Jehovah's Witnesses 
are one of several cults 

whose denial of the 
Trinity is explicit.
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Jehovah's Witnesses deny 
the Trinity by denying the 
Person of Jesus Christ.
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Jehovah's Witnesses deny 
the Trinity by denying the 
Person of Jesus Christ.

In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the 

Word was God. 
John 1:1 
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They deny His person by making 
Him lower than God.
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Jehovah's Witnesses also 
deny the Trinity by denying 

the personhood of 
the Holy Spirit.
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Not with the blood of goats 
and calves, but with His own 
blood He entered the Most 

Holy Place once for all, 
having obtained eternal 

redemption. 
Hebrews 9:12
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"For He made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin for us, that we 

might become the 
righteousness of God in Him."

2 Corinthians 5:21 

"Not with the blood of goats and 
calves, but with His own blood 

He entered the Most Holy Place 
once for all, having obtained 

eternal redemption."
Hebrews 9:12 
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ADDITIONAL DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN EVANGELICAL 

CHRISTIANITY AND 
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesChristianity
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Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Attributes of God

God is omnipresent
Psalm 139:7-10 "Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or 
where can I flee from Your presence? {8} If I ascend 
into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, 
behold, You are there. {9} If I take the wings of the 

morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
{10} Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your 

right hand shall hold me. 

God is not omnipresent
"The true God is not omnipresent, for he is spoken of 

as having a location. (1Ki 8:49; John 16:28; Heb. 
9:24)  His throne is in heaven.  (Isa 66:1)"  

[n.a., Insight on the Scriptures (Brooklyn:  Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society, 1988), I, 969, s.v., "God:  His Attributes"]

"God being an individual, a Person with a spirit body, 
has a place where he resides, and so he could not be 

at any other place at the same time." 
[Watchtower 2/15/81, p., 6]

Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Attributes of God

God is omniscient.
Psalm 139:1-4 "For the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. O LORD, You have searched me and known 

me. {2} You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
You understand my thought afar off. {3}You 

comprehend my path and my lying down, And are 
acquainted with all my ways. {4} For there is not a 

word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know 
it altogether. 

Heb. 4:13 "And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes 

of Him to whom we must give account. "

God is not omniscient
"If the Creator of mankind had indeed exercised his 

power to foreknow all that history has seen since 
man's creation, then the full weight of all the 

wickedness thereafter resulting was deliberately set in 
motion by God when he spoke the words: 'Let us 

make man.' (Gen. 1:26)  . . . 
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Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Attributes of God

God is omniscient.
Psalm 139:1-4 "For the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. O LORD, You have searched me and known 

me. {2} You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
You understand my thought afar off. {3}You 

comprehend my path and my lying down, And are 
acquainted with all my ways. {4} For there is not a 

word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know 
it altogether. 

Heb. 4:13 "And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes 

of Him to whom we must give account. "

God is not omniscient
"The argument that God's not foreknowing all future 

events and circumstances in full detail would evidence 
imperfection on his part is, in reality, an arbitrary view 
of perfection.  … Selective foreknowledge means that 
God could choose not to foreknow indiscriminately all 
the future acts of his creatures. This would mean that, 

rather than all history from creation onward being a 
mere rerun of what had already been foreseen and 
foreordained, God could with all sincerity set before 
the first human pair the prospect of everlasting life in 

an earth free from wickedness.
[n.a. Insight on the Scriptures (Brooklyn:  Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society, 1988), s.v., "Foreknowledge, Foreordination"]

Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Immortality

Man has an eternal, immortal soul. 
Gen. 1:26

Gen. 5:1

Job 32:8

Acts 7:59

1 Cor. 11:7

Man does not have an eternal, immortal 
soul.

Man does not have an immortal soul that continues in 
conscious existence after the death of the body.  

The soul is not separate from the body.  

The soul and spirit are distinct, but the spirit is not the 
conscious part of man, but rather is a "life force."
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Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Immortality

Man has an eternal, immortal soul. 
Gen. 1:26

Gen. 5:1

Job 32:8

Acts 7:59

1 Cor.11:7

Man does not have an eternal, immortal 
soul.

"As stated, man 'came to be a living soul'; [sic] hence 
man was a soul, he did not have a soul as something 

immaterial, invisible, and intangible 
residing inside of him." 

[n.a., Insight on the Scriptures, Vol 2 (Brooklyn:  Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society, 1988):  s.v., "Soul," emphasis in original]

"… a dead body, whether it be that of a human or of 
an animal, eventually returns to the elements of the 

ground.  Nothing about death even hints at there 
being an immortal soul that lives on."   

[n.a., Is This Life All There Is? (Brooklyn:  Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society, 1974): 45-46]

Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Immortality

Man has an eternal, immortal soul. 
Gen. 1:26

Gen. 5:1

Job 32:8

Acts 7:59

1 Cor.11:7

Man does not have an eternal, immortal 
soul.

" … the 'spirit' evidently is an invisible life-force, active 
in every living cell of a man's body.  …  In a sense, the 

spirit, or life-force active both in animals and man 
might be compared to a flow of electrons or electricity 

through a machine or an appliance."  
[Is This Life All There Is?, pp. 49, 50.]
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Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Everyone, both righteous and 
unrighteous, will be physically 

resurrected.  
John 5:28-29

Rom. 6:5

Only the righteous will be resurrected.
The ransom Jesus paid accomplishes the resurrection 
of only those for whom it is applied, i.e., the righteous.  

Thus, only the righteous are resurrected.  

These are resurrected either into "spiritual" i.e., 
immaterial bodies and live in heaven, or into physical 

bodies and live on earth.  

The unrighteous are never resurrected and cease to 
exist.

Resurrection of Mankind

Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Everyone, both righteous and 
unrighteous, will be physically 

resurrected.  
John 5:28-29

Rom. 6:5

Only the righteous will be resurrected.
"… in the resurrection there is no joining again of soul 
and body.  However, whether spiritual or earthly, the 

individual must have a body or organism, for all 
persons, heavenly or earthly, possess bodies.  To be 
again a person, one who has died would have to have 

a body, either a physical or a spiritual body."  
[Insight, Vol. 2, s.v., "Resurrection."]

"Jehovah God has the right to refuse a ransom for 
anyone he deems unworthy."  

[Insight, Vol. 2, s.v., "Resurrection."]

Resurrection of Mankind
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Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Jesus rose from the dead physically. 
Jesus rose from the dead in the same physical body 

in which He died.  

Though there were some significant changes in the 
body of Jesus, these changes do not lessen its 

physical nature. 

Luke 24:39

Jesus did not rise from the dead 
physically.

Jesus was not raised physically, but "spiritually."  By 
'spiritually' Jehovah's Witnesses mean immaterially.

" … Almighty God, who had purposed and foretold the 
new covenant, intervened and raised his mediator 

from the dead on the third day, not as a human but as 
a glorious spirit creature."  

[n.a., New Heavens and a New Earth (Brooklyn:  Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society, 1953):  179]

Resurrection of Jesus

Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Jesus rose from the dead physically. 
Jesus rose from the dead in the same physical body 

in which He died.  

Though there were some significant changes in the 
body of Jesus, these changes do not lessen its 

physical nature. 

Luke 24:39

Jesus did not rise from the dead 
physically.

"We may be sure that he did not arise from the dead 
with a human body ... These facts show that the 
bodies in which Jesus appeared after his resurrection 
were not the body that was crucified nor his glorious 
spiritual body, but bodies created expressly for the 
purpose of appearing to his disciples." 
[J. F. Rutherford, The Harp of God: Proof Conclusive that Millions 
Now Living Will Never Die (London: International Bible Students 
Association, 1921), 168, 169]

Resurrection of Jesus
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Christianity Jehovah's WitnessesJehovah's Witnesses

Hell is eternal punishment. 
There is eternal punishment for sin for those who do 

not have eternal life. 

Mat. 5:22

Mat. 8:11, 12 

Mat. 13:42, 50

Mat. 22:13

Luke 13:24-28

2 Peter 2:17

Jude 13

Rev. 14:9-11

There is no eternal hell.
There is no hell or eternal punishment.  Those who do 

not measure up to Jehovah's standards will be 
annihilated, meaning they will exist no more.

"You know, according to the Bible, that no soul or 
spirit separates from the body at death and continues 

conscious existence.  Hence, there is no Scriptural 
foundation for the doctrine of eternal torment after 

death.  
[Is This Life All There Is? pp. 90-91]

Hell

Resources
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