Tlo bridgeithelconversation
fromiourdlastitime together to
the topic; foritonight, | should
like to.makeXaifew remaining

commentstonithe,problem

of evil:
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Since God has not explicitly revealed in His
word why.Heihas allowed evil, we can only,
speculateraboutihowjtolreconcile evil w:thln

| . creation with . God.as the Creator;

_—
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Our speculation should be informed and
constrained:by; what God has revealed :
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“s*through creation¥(General Revelationiandisssss
Natural Theology).and
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Our speculation should be informed and
constrained:by; what God has revealed :

“**through creation¥(General Revelationiandisssss

Natural Theology).and -
M—"

< ‘throtgh*Scripture.(Special Revelatlon nlandesssss
Systematic Theology)

As for Special Revelation, Scripture
unequivocallyiaffirmsithe goodness: of God‘
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Oo Nah‘qm 1:7 <

The LORD is goyd, A stronghold in
the day of trouble; And He knows
those who trust in Him.

s 1 Chronﬁles 16:34 <~

Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good! For His mercy
endures forever.

A
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O Psal{,rP”25:8 o)

Good and uprig\ht is the LORD;
Therefore, He teaches sinners
in the way.

Oo Psalqr’\ 34:8 <

Oh, taste and se/e\ that the LORD is
good; Blessed is the man
who trusts in Him!
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O PsalrMOO 5 <

For the LORD is good; His mercy
is everlasting, And His truth
endures to all generations.

Of course, this observation that Scripture
proclalms the goodness of God Is not ‘g
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As for General Revelation, Thomists put
great emphasision.Natural Theology: -

Natural Theology: is that body of knowledge
about Godssiexistenceiand attributes that
can'beracquiredibyshtiman reason asi it
carefully attendsiitselfsto God's revelation

of.Himselfin Creation. ™
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o a
of't%

oRlsinece df@ creation
world¥Eistinyvisible,attributes are
clearly¥seengberngiunderstood by
thejthings thagaie madeReven His
eternalpowerlandiGodlicudy®

Rom™1:20a

) o 2D |

10



The Classical tradition as exemplified in the
philosophy.of . Thomas Aquinas maintains
canlGodisiattributesican be rationally. &
demonstrated.
el _— | em—
One can findithexmost,direct demonstration

singThomas: /ACTIESS Summa
Theologlae I, QQ 3:25

w" *.,* s

Included among those attributes are God's
infiniteigoodness an omnipotence.

The metaphysics¥seeksito'show. that Godiis®

[alligood and-allspowerful even whenh

cannot demonstrate'the connection b between
specific,evils'inithe-world and the,specific™

%———'
goods that God mlght produce. from“them.

mm —

7/24/2025
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EGood belongs
pre-eminently
to God."

S
1 L ol <’
'~ Thomas'/Aguinas
(1225=1274)

"For the OmnipotentiGod!
whom even thelheathen,
acknowledge asithelStpreme
Power over'allwouldinot
allow any: evillinthisAWorks}
unless in his' emnipotence
and goodness;tasithel
Supreme Good, helisiablelto;
bring forth good. outiofievil’

& [Augustine, Enchiridionion. Faith) (HopelandlLove Sk ttans
C. Outler, p. 5, available at
A t % 8 http://www.saintsbooks'net/books/St/e20AUgustineys203
ugus Ine i ' %20Enchiridion%200n%20Eaith;%20HopeiYs20ands20fevelpdf!

(354-430) accessed 07/24/25]

7/24/2025
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WASTAugustine says 'Since God
isithelthighest good, He would
allow;any evil in his works,
unlessiHis'omnipotence and
goodness were such as to
bringlgoeod even out of evil.'
Tihis)is part of the infinite
goodness of God, that He
should'allew: evil to exist, and

o X 1 0 \g_% ‘{}? “:; u.“-»;
outlofiitiproduce good. f\—~Thomas Aquinas
[SIANCNES ad 1] (1225‘1274) (

To be sure, whether God is
the highest good is
precisely what needs to be
demonstrated.

good even out of evil.’
mhislis\part of the infinite %
goeodness of God, that He ‘
shouldlallow evil to exist, and ¥ * w
outlofiit produce good."” Thomas: Aquinas

5T, 1 @2 1 )i ) (1225-1274) |}

P
/,“
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EASYAUgustine says ‘Since God
lisithelhighest good, He would ~
iInetallow/any evil in his works,

unlessiHis'emnipotence and A TO be Sure, Whether GOd iS
goodness were such as to - the highest gOOd is

bringlgood even out of evil.’

mhislisipart ofthe infinite A Pr ecisely what needs to be
goodness of God, that He E 4

shouldlallow evil to exist, and ¥ s " demonstrated.

outloflit produce good." A .
i Pending that
demonstration, it should
be pointed that Aquinas's
point here is not an
| SSAereisuch as to v example of seeking to give
yringlgeodieveniout of evil.* = o ==
Tihislis part of the infinite ’ a mor aIIy sufficient
oy 00, 1fint Ho ‘ ' reason” for God's actions.

shouldiallow. evil to exist, and | -
outlofiitiproduce good.” § 8 Thbu:ﬁ-’a"lé’ﬁkquinas

(1225-1274)

¥

14
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lp—

NaturaILw Theor;; Is a
philosophicaltand Jtheological
view.offthe good and

humanineEllts; based'on the
nature of humans,and the %
nature ofGodN .

15
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NaturallEawiTheory is a
philosophicaltand theological
view.of'the good and
humaniilelgllisy based'on the
naturelofthumans e Kl
naturelof God.

good
morality.

nature § > PHILOSOPHICAL
of htiman's (metaphysical)

nature
oRGed

16
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leen that certaln aspects of
human maorality.are
philosophical isstues, Natural
Law"Theoryimaintains that such
aspects of‘the good.and moral
good can be knoewn*by human

reason ap‘a&’*rt from‘ Scrlpture

Thististnotitorsay that every
aspectiofisuch things is
accessiblelby;human reason.

This is esp:‘bc—‘iially the case with
man's eternal.destiny.
gy y.

17



gltiwas necessary for man's
salvation'that there should be a
knowledge revealed by God,
besidesiphilosophical science
builtup'by. human reason .
because man. is directed to God
lan end that surpasses the - ‘
grasp of reason. ... v

.3,:;"
i

.“Q m*%ﬁ
! Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

EBut thelend must first be
known by men who are to
directtheir thoughts and
actionsitolthe end. Hence it was
necessary for the salvation of
imanithat certain truths which
exceed human reason should
belmade known to him by

divine revelation."” § & ——— ="
N Thomas Aqumas
(1225:1274)

7/24/2025
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While I'agree with'Aquinas's
metaphysicsiregarding the
philesophicaliaspectsiof human
morality’and.goodness’in achieving
our end in this life, as a Protestant
Evangelical, I"dofnotiagree with him
regarding how welgainithatiultimate
end in the next'life.

19
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Natural Law Theory accounts for human good,
human morality, and human law within a
broader context God, His law, and His
superintendencelofimankind within His
creation with.regard human nature.

e

It stands in stark contrast to the view of God
and morality commonly found in
contemporary.Evangelical apologetics.

20
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This is especially true regarding the view
commonly found among contemporary
Christian,analytic philosophers.

———

This is especially true regarding the view
commonly found among contemporary

iloSepPhers

21
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. Analytic phllosophy Elnle]
classicall phllosoph‘il*a'i'gtwo
- (Eee] SAEEL) WENS ©1F

understanding the nature,
content,;and procedures of

philosophy.

22
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Thexmostiobviousidifference
iskthatiClassicaliphilosophy:
S doeesiphilosophyslargely.
along the contours and
categoriesiof Ancient.Greek
and Medieval Philosophy.

Becauselofithis:;xthexmoral
arqumentiforlGod’siexistence
I willkdifferbetweenitho'se

apologists who employ
Classical.philosophy and
those apologists who do not.

23
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1nif Godldoes notiexist, then

objectivermoral values do not
exist:

2. Objectivel.gg_ral values'do
exist. |

3. Therefore, God'exists:

24
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- T
Asia model of morallt hat follows

the contourstanad .,,categones of
Ancen Greek and Medieval

/aiNatural,Lawalheory,
trafficsyinicentain I'!) ndamental
CONGEHYS, Sk @4 Wthh thengs‘elves‘

needsitorbe unpackeﬁ\mcludm

Iaw/ nature lnatural ' man nat

n'ature vs.iftinction s?]"bstance VA4S acc:den |

F

R Ieology existence

itSelf

25



A ) Lo . ;
4 N\ w:,%:ﬁnstotle-‘f-“,f:f.-

(384322 BC)

r ’rh " IEEUSS| @Ln.. oF

Hitea »"

" “EbhicaNiatte g

"Our discussion will'be
adequate if it has as
much clearness as the
subject-matter admits
of, for precision is notito
be sought for alike inall
discussions. ...

7/24/2025
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"For it is the mark of:an
educated man to ook
for precision in each
class of things just'so

far as the nature of'the

subject admits: =

:.:. %' [Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 3, 1094211, 25, trans. W- D RossliniRichard

PORETy ~ oy 57\,
ONC s Afseile /R

b ;3 —
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random House 194i)$936]

(384322 BC

{4 )

7/24/2025
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“It is difficult ... to
make generalizations
about Protestant
theology. ...
Nevertheless, people
who otherwise have
very little in common
theologically find
common ground in
their opposition to
natural law."

[Retrieving, the Natural Law: A Return to Moral First
Things, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 111]

7/24/2025
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“One is hard-pressed
to identify a single
major figure in
Protestant theological
ethics who has
developed and
defended a theory of
ELOCINEL A

[Retrieving, 112]

s

ESSENTIALS in Christian Ethics

NATURAL
LAW

A Short Companion

David VanDrunen

editors
C. Ben Mitchell & Jason Thacker

7/24/2025
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REDISCOVERING THE
NATURAL LAW IN REFORMED
THEOLOCGICAL ETHICS

7/24/2025

“Protestants should not affirm
natural law despite being
Protestant. They should affirm
natural because they are
Protestant.k. - Rrotestants
believe that Scripture is the
highest authority for Christian
faith and life, and since Scripture
clearly teaches the reality and
importancegofinaturallaw;
Protestantsimustaffirminatiral
law if theyjwishitolbeltrtelto
their own convictions."

[David VVanDrunen, Natural Law: A Short Companion (Brentwood: B&H
Academic, 2023), 11, emphasis in original]

Stephen J. Grabilliie -

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

30



"While evangelicals
oday (both inside an
outside of confessiona
traditions) may be
surprised—even
dismayed—Dby. [Pete
Martyr Vermigli's] strewg
affirmation of divine
witness through the
natural order,

-

“the older magisteriall
Protestant tradition
utheran and Reformed
not only inherited but
also passed on thesy
doctrines of lex naturalis;
and cognitio’Del
naturalis, especially.the
idea of an implanted
knowledge of morality, as
noncontroversial
legacies‘of patristic and
scholastic thought.”

[Rediscovering the Natural Law in Reformed.
JlneologicallEthics)(Grand RapidsiEerdmans, 2006);

K —

7/24/2025

RS e ohen J. Grabilleie -
C

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

=i

.i' ‘“_'_ ] - '
< Stephen J. Grablllj' ;
C Acton Institute and

Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
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I'HE PETER MARTYR LIBRARY
VOLUME FOUR

PETER MARTYR VERMIGLI

PHILOSOPHICAL
WORKS

O the Kelation of Philosophy to Theology

FRANSLATED & EDITED BY

JOSEPH € McLELLAND

"
~

e .
Peter Martyr®Vermigli '

(1499-1562)

"With such words [from Col. 2:8] he seems
to frighten Christians away from the study.
of philosophy. But | am sure that if you
properly grasp the meaning of the
Apostle's statement you will not be
disturbed. Since true philosophy derives
from the knowledge of created things, and
from these propositions reaches many
conclusions about the justice and
righteousness that God implanted
naturally in human minds, it cannot
therefore rightly be criticized: for it is the
work of God, and could not be enjoyed by
4 us without his special contribution."”
i ‘Q_‘\..___ [Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the

> -
l!:_ .?" ! Nicomachean Ethics, in Philosophical Works: On the Relation of
Peter Martyr

Ve rm |g | | v Philosophy to Theology. This is vol. 4 of The Peter Martyr Vermigli
Library, trans. and ed. Joseph C. McLelland (Moscow: The Davenant
(1499-1562) Press, 2018), 13-14]
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"The goal of philosophy is that
we reach that beatitude or
happiness which can be acquired
in this life by human powers,
while the goal of Christian
devotion is that the image in
which we are created in
righteousness and holiness of
truth be renewed in us, so that

- we grow daily in the knowledge
@ of God until we are led to see him

=

as he is, with face uncovered.”

Nicomachean Ethics, 15]

(1499-1562)

&. T . M- d 4
Peter Martyr®Vermigli / [Petor Martyr Vermigl, Infroductiontolthale o

L Sl
l 114 Ii'_'

AQUINAS
AMONG THE
PROTESTANTS

Manfre l "n: [IECTRIN
David VanDrunen

David VanDrunenp
WILEY Blackwell \ -
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4:71&13 DAVENANT GUIDES

Natural
LAW

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION AND
BIBLICAL DEFENSE

NATURAL LAW
AND

Eheed) by
JESSE COVINGTON. BRYAN McGRAW,
D MICAH WATSON

7/24/2025
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WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW
T | T

T
Il
|
Il

35
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sNow,ittmayibelasked,
why/alChristianishould
belinterestediin natural
lawiatiall¥Iffone
already’'has the Bible; ™
whatuse is it? Attbest
ittwould merely repeat|
in cursive a small part |
ofiwhat God had |
already written in great |
block letters:* i

[Wiittenlenjtheltieart: The CasejforgiNaturaliifaw;
(DownersiGrove: InterVarsityli994) 18 0]

BiblicalfiVieralityer"Morality?

36



a righteous individual as part
of a heavenly community

supernatural

natural

a virtuous individual as part
of a flourishing community

- Romans 4:4-5 <

Now to-him who works, the wages are
not counted as grace but as debt. {5}

But to him who does not work but

believes on Him who justifies the

ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteousness.

supernatural

natural
- Romans 12:17-18 <

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard
for good things in the sight of all men.
{18} If it is possible, as much as
depends on you, live peaceably
with all men.

7/24/2025
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What Is Law?

7/24/2025
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&Thus from the four
preceding articles, the
definition of law may be
gathered; and. it is nothing
elselthan an ordinance of
reason for the common
good, made by him who has
carelof the community, and
promulgated.”

[ogiaey ZIF @Y 90} art: 4, trans. St. Thomas Aquinas Summa
letel English Edition in Five Volumes, trans. the Fathers of
ican!Rrovince (Westminster, MD: Christian Classics, 1981)]

Various
of Law

"

& TmeERgr e g <

'~ Thomas Aquinas

(1225=1274)

7/24/2025
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IETIERNAL LAW

G‘od 8 p/’@l/ldeﬂf a , wor/ﬂng

The p/an _‘by‘ wh/ch -G‘od |
governs credtion

YRENELA

7/24/2025
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gAnd since the Divine
Reason's conception of
thingstisinot subject to time
butlisieternal, according to
Provaviii, 23, therefore it is
thatithis' kind of law must be

called eternal."
[Stmimal WhTi?'giae, EIlQ91, Art. 1]

fhe par‘fm/paf/or)y/n-‘- § fernal Law
by rafional c/*eezj{/f’*es by virfue
: of bemg\mf/ona/

7/24/2025
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NATURA sl AW

that aspect of fhe—i £ fepna) W aw whereby

the Creator governstandsguides the

moraliactions 0?57@/@9%3 f such 1haf,
when obeyed, it leads humans fo their
proper end. i/z.'ﬁh/"s gqor’/d

discoverabledouy
d” 4 |

42
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M
INAT URAclp [ AW

discoverablegoygeason

/ :

For when Gentiles, who do not have the _
law, by nature do the things in the

law, these, although not

having the law, are a

law to themselves, who

show the work of the law

written in their hearts ..

Romans 2:14-15a \\
e

N

~ e —

43



& Deut. 9:5/=

“ltfisinot because of your

fighteousness or the
upsightness: of your heart that
you golin to pessess their
land, but because of the |
o wickednesslof these nations & | |,

thatithe LORD your God

drivesithem out from
before you."

f:*‘i

& Acts 10:1-2 <

“Cornelius ... a devout man and one
who feared Godywith all his " household,

who gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed to God always."

7/24/2025
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gltiis evident that all
things'partake somewhat
ofithe eternal law, in so
farias, namely, from its
beinglimprinted on them,
ithey derive their
respective inclinations to
their proper acts

“Now.:among all others,
irational creature is
'subject to Divine

providence in the most

excellent'way, in so far as
ipartakes of a share of
providence, by being
provident both for itself
and for others.

7/24/2025
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elWherefore it has a share
ofithe Eternal Reason,
whereby it has a natural
inclination to its proper
actland end: and this
participation of the
eternal’law in the rational
creature is called the
natural law."”

[SUmmakTineologiaey Ell @91, Art: 2)

| INSTITUTES
o CHRISTIAN
RELIGION 2=

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

7/24/2025
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"If we reflect that the Spirit of
God is the only fountain of
truth, we will be careful, as we
would avoid offering insult to
him, not to reject or contemn
truth wherever it appears. In
despising the gifts, we insult
the Giver."

[Institutes of the Christian Religion, trans. Henry Beveridge, (Grand Rapids: William
B. Erdmans), Bk. Il, Chap. 2, §15, p. 236]

“Nothing, indeed, is more
common, than for man to be
sufficiently instructed in a
right course of conduct by
natural law, of which the
Apostle here speaks [in Rom.
2:14-15]."

[Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. trans. Henry Beveridge (Grand Rapids:
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1975), Bk. Il, Chap. 2, §22, p. 241]

“John Calvin

(1509-1564)

"John Calvin

(1509-1564)

7/24/2025
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"Since man is by nature a
social animal, he is
disposed, from natural
instinct, to cherish and
preserve society; and
accordingly we see that the
minds of all men have
impressions of civil order
and honesty.

“Hence it is that every
individual understands how
human societies must be
regulated by laws, and also
is able to comprehend the
principles of those laws.

/¥

/ ll“. /

7/24/2025

g
) o~

b

' ll".‘

y
(5

“John Calvin

(1509-1564)

.‘,"’ )
)~

.

y
(5

"John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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“Hence the universal
agreement in regard to such
subjects, both among
nations and individuals, the
seeds of them being
implanted in the breasts of
all without a teacher or
lawgiver. ... It is true, that
some principle of civil order
is impressed on all.

“And this is ample proof
that, in regard to the
constitution of the present
life, no man is devoid of the
light of reason.”

linstitutes, BK. Il, §13, pp. 234-235]

7/24/2025

.
*:ﬂ ’/

4
¥ ll"-.“

) A

“John Calvin

(1509-1564)

)~
J.l’ff
i ! !

"John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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FRANCIS
TURRETIN

Translated by

George Musgrave Giger
Edited by

James T. Dennison, Jr.

VOLUME ONE: FIRST THROUGCH TENTH TOPICS

"Natural}law, is\gakeh st!ri'&tly and
properlysforatheipracticalirule of
moral c’l(utle"[tgahvhl%ﬂ n}en are
bound by nature."" Thelorthodox
..|affirmithat there ISENEITIC]
law .5 arising,:>-'from}al divine
obligation being impressed by
God upon the conscience.of man
in his very. creation ... drawn from
the right of:naturelitself; found
both onithelnaturelofiGod, the
Creator::. andionitheicondition of
rational creatures themselves

7/24/2025

Francis Turretin
'*\ 1623 1687)

— a "l'

".—“--
-‘\‘
5 Q\

Francis Turretin
N
'*\ 1623 1687)

— a "l'
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0 . M

on account of their
necessary dependendupon God
in the genuslof morgls nolless
than in the genus'of: belng, are
bound.to) perform or.avoid those
things whichisoundreason and
the dictates of conscience enjoin
uponithem to doior avoid)."
[Institutes of: Elenctic/Theology First Topic: fheology) @ XIHS§V. VII, IX,

trans. by GeorgelMusgraveiGiger, (Rhillipsburg: P & R;:1992, vol. 2, pp.
2, 3]

Francis Turretin
(1623 1687

"One may well ask, '"How can you
advocate breaking some laws
and obeying others?' The answer
is found in the fact that there are
two types of laws: there are just
laws, and there are unjust laws. |
would agree with St. Augustine
that 'An unjust law is no law at
all." Now, what is the difference
between the two? How does one
determine when a law is
just or unjust?

Martln Luther Klgg, Jr o

(f1 929 1 968 Sadsr
,*.li’ g ol j"‘ ;’_,"" ff
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"A just law is a man-made code

that squares with the moral law,

or the law of God. An unjust law

is a code that is out of harmony
with the moral law. To put it in the

terms of St. Thomas Aquinas, an

unjust law is a human law that is

not rooted in eternal and natural

law. Any law that uplifts human

personality is just. Any law that

degrades human personality
is unjust.” &7 ‘
[Martin Luther King, Jr. "Letters from Birmingham Jail," April 124063] " Martin Luth_er K|ng \ _
7 JA929: 9@8‘43

Ll _- -

¢infregard to' Thomas and
CEIIN NI EIUICINEL

theéﬁby placing himself
definitively.in.one medieval

52
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tindeed|insofar as ideas of
naturalllaw/were intimately
wovenlinto the fabric of the
Europeaniiusicommune of

ENedieval Natural Law.and the Reformation: A t ‘aicld V‘a‘nD runen

inastand @€alvin,* American Catholic Philosophical ‘ 1-—_
- S —

(@UarteryAs0l(2006):477-98]

& John T. McNeill (1885-1975) <>

“There is no real discontinuity between the teaching of
the Reformers and that of their predecessors with
respect to natural law: Not one of the leaders of the
Reformation assails the principle. Instead, with the
possible exception of Zwingli, they all on occasion
express a quite ungrudging respect for the moral law.
naturally implanted in the human heart and seek to
inculcate this attribute in their readers.*

[John T. McNeill, “Natural Law in the Teaching of the Reformers," in The Journal of Religion 26, no. 3 (July 1946): 168-182. The
citation is from p. 168]
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AQUINAS
AMONG THE
PROTESTANTS

Manfred Svensson
David VanDrunen

WILEY Blackwell

HfUMAN LAW

5 ,zaa/’f/cu/a/* Sujpllieeniion oF

nafur’a/ /aw fo /bca/ oommun/ﬁ/ :
b — ’

%.‘.‘

Simperfect

7/24/2025
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gJustias; in the speculative
reason, from indemonstrable
principles, we draw the
conclusions of the various
sciences, the knowledge of
whichlistnot imparted to us by i
nature; but acquired by the . . ;,;,:;*
efforts of reason, ;g\, — T
! Thomas Aqumas
(1225 1274)

gsoltoolitlis from the precepts
ofithe natural law, as from
general and indemonstrable
principles, that the human
reason needs to proceed to
the more particular
determinations of certain

matters. K e T
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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glihelpractical reason is
concerned with practical
matters, which are singular
andicontingent: but not with
necessary things, with which
thelspeculative reason is
concerned.

ZWherefore human laws
cannotihave that inerrancy

demonstrated conclus:ons of

sciences.”

umas
(1225-1274)
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It should be noted that
the term 'sciences’
here means more that
merely the natural
sciences of today.

I g, (57

 Thomas Aguinas Rather, a “science”
i was any area of study
that was reducible to
the first principles of
that area.
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gl was necessary for the
directing of human conduct to
have a Divine law. ... If man
werelordained to no other end
thanithatwhich is proportionate
torhistnatural faculty, there
would!be no need for man to
havelany further direction on
thelpartiof his reason, besides
thelnatural law and human law

r"!.s:‘; s A 4
~Thomas Aquinas
(1225:1274)

7/24/2025

58



ZButisince man is ordained to
laniend of eternal happiness
whichlis inproportionate to
manisinatural faculty ... it was
necessary that, besides the
naturaliand the human law, man
should'be directed to his end
byiallaw.given by God."
(Snkilegr A 4

o

Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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Theologians use the
term ‘nature’ to refer to
a particular aspect or
propensity within
each of us, as |

in the "sin
nature.”.

‘w'

"Everyone who is
naturally generated from
Adam—every human—
inherits a sinful nature
from him. ... Being
sinners by nature, short
of and without salvation,
we inevitably are and do
what comes naturally:
We sin.”

[Norman Geisler, Systematic Theology: Vol. Three: Sin Salvation
(Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2004, 125.]
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, ' rg&ded hdimann;
m@awn. ﬁc. | humen/gssence i©
canstltuted’by RO

“’i‘ter
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@Zﬁ?ﬁﬁ@@?@@ thlﬁloglans genera.flxl
the te

gmsisoulanelb
. 0 I
[ihe seul ar{d bodyo 7€ (e

censtltuemt’” a’_‘”é?ngle ESSEMNGCE:
R

%

ol Genes|is 25 =

i Andithe EORD God formed man of theldust

; ofithelground, and. breathed,into’his :
i nostrilsithe'breathlof life; and'man'became

f alliving!being:
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"Wh@ﬁmm@§$““

Wwith respect to its accidents: .._Substance_

with respect tolaniintellect: | Quiddity

with respect to its existence: Essence

ral ﬁm ~’Na tural
_ refers o the‘ fact ithatthumains ==
._..’ rare wﬂ atiwela because

(F

W@ p@ssess huma na I

T

-.'.__\_

%f%,gge
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Act and potency are sometimes
referred to as actuality
and potentiality.

This is how Aristotle and Aquinas
account for change.

67



&Potency=

= the power or capacity. or
possibility to be actual or real

Logical Potency,
VS:
Metaphysical Potency.
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There are both'logical and
metaphysical senses of
the terms "potency; or

“possible.”

Logically, something may
be possible (or potential)
In.as much as it is not a
contradiction:
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"The possible;
then, in one sense;
as has been said;
means that which

Vow T B8 s not of necessity
< \J false.*

p ? a1 fune v YT

5 % A """ ~Hl= . f‘r 3 L
% ‘Q\.FISt@ﬂe—: 8 008 [Metaphysics D (V), 12, 1019230, trans. W. D. Ross, in RichardiMcKeon
” (3..84_3__22 BC) ’.c’ ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random! House ; 1941l i65]

% 5 IR

Metaphysically, a potency
Is a real capacity in a real
thing.
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"'Potency’ then means
the source, in general; of
change or movementiin
another thing or in'the
same thing qua other:=

[Metaphysics, D (V), 12, 1019215 - 1019220, trans. W D RossHiniRichard
McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: RandemiHeuse)
Y 1941), 765]

S AniStotleR ATk
(384-322 BC)*

Active Potency.
V;S:
Rassive Potency.
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Active potency is the
ability. of something to
cause change'in
something else.

Passive potency is the
ability. of something to
undergo changelinas
much as it possess
metaphysical potency:
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IO Ry gy =y s
VAN ATIStot R AT
: (884-322 BC)

S ! I

active potency

| passi\;e pdtency

N 4

-
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"We ... ascribe
potency to that
whose nature it'is
to move
something elselor
to be moved by,
something else:#

[Metaphysics © (IX), 6, 1019230, trans. W. B. Ross; iniRichardiMekeon)
ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random House; 194:1)%:66]

"We ... ascribe
potency to that
wWiheselpature’it'is
(1© [V
Semethinglelse @7
to be moved by
something else-*

[Metaphysics © (IX), 6, 1019230, trans. W. B. Ross; iniRichardiMekeon)
ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Randem House; 194:1)8:66]
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& AcCt =

(or Actuality)

= to be real

A potency is actualized
by a cause.
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A person wholisractually,
sitting butinotfactually, g&;
standing, neverthelessihasiisss
the potential o poweRo I |

capacity to'stand®

Upon'standing, the
persentactualizes his
tialito stand, his

standing becomes

actualtand his sitting
now.becomes
potential.
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Biore, the

S thakanir] !
in the rock..
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f‘i"r"ist'ié'n Classics, 1948), 12] »
. J’.' 4
L e ‘_;\!‘_Jé & 5“ ¥
~Thomas Aﬂqumas
(1225=1274)

gObserveithat some things
caniexist though they do not
exist,while other things do
exist: That which can be is
saidltolexist in potency; that £
whichialready exists is said -
to be in act."” ¢ ¥ if

N { ¥
Prinif(’-i{'s‘ ofiNature;itrans.\Vernon J. Bourke in The Pocket Aquinas (New York: \‘ ‘!';‘&4‘ : km 4

WashingtoniSquarelPressi1960), 6] Thomas Aqu | naS
(1225=1274)
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ENow:fromithe foregoing it is evident
thatiin created intellectual
substances there is composition of
actland!potentiality. For in whatever
thingiwe find two, one of which is the
complement of the other, the

| 55 Réprir;t ’of on ihe Truth éf the Catholic Ii;Iaithi(Garden City, NY: Thom aS Aq u I naS
e (12251274)

"Howsoever anything FTUCISREEICE

PRINCIPLES

acts, it does so
inasmuch as it is in act;
howsoever anything
receives, it does so
inasmuch as itis in
potency.”

[Bernard J. Wuellner, Summary of Scholastic Principles (Chicago: Loyola
University Press, 1956), 5]
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“It isTwidely:
assumed. that the
anaqu‘sfs and
justi ﬂcation of
fundamental moral
cIam1‘s’ can be
conducted without
referencejto,at
least the more
contentious isstues

?f metaphys:cs ‘
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“Nothing could:be
furtherfrom the
spirit.offThomas,
for whominatural
law ﬁs ‘natural’
precisely'because
it derives from
human M ature;y
conceived of in
Aristotelian

essentialistiterms: |

[AquinassA'Beginner's Guidel(©xford: ©ne\World);

i) —

P

7/24/2025

80



7/24/2025

A

JC\Q'hn Fin’{i‘s

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are

conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On
the'contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of'good and evil.and
which caniberadequately:
grasped byianyone of the
age of reason)(and not just

by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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They/areinot inferredifrom
ispeculative principles: They,

arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
abouthuman nature’ or
about thelnature ofigood and,
evil, or about ‘the function o}
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from,a teleological:
concepti'oture or.any:
other.conceptioniofnature:
They are notiinferred or
derived from'anything.*

Jis“Ctlithe objections/ofiMargaret MacDonald):Natural Rightszin}
PY Easlett (ed!), Philosophy; Politicsiand.Societyl(Oxford: 1956 )}
35/at|pi 44

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

"The hope of side-stepping [the
Humean fact/value dichotomy]
objection is part of the reason
why Germain Grisez and John

Finnis have sought to develop a
‘new’ natural law theory which,

unlike the traditional version,
does not seek to ground morality
in premises concerning the
metaphysics of human nature.”

. / [Edward Feser, "Being, the Good, and the
s ™ Guise of the Good" in Neo-Scholastic Essays

Edwa rd Feser Ry p (South Bend: St. Augustine's Press), 279-320,
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Ji'hn Finii‘s

Ve -
Butiwerarenot claimingithat

geodiand evilthave telbe
analyzedand fixcdBEEORE
they are appliediinimerals:

Thisfistalconfusioniofithe
epistemology/efimeralsiwith
thelmetaphysicsiofimoralst
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“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
the contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
whichl canibeladequately,
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
$91a%13c; qt 58 1aat 4 c; 5¢C"

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed.
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
the'contrary, Aquinas:asserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
whichi canibeladequately,
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
168

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"

$91a%13c; qt 581aa’ 4'c; 5¢C
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Justbecauseiwercanknow.

X beforeiwe know anything

aboutithelmetaphysics of X

deesinet meanthatitherelis
no metaphysicsiof X’

Nor deesiittmeanithatithe
metaphysicsiof X should
never.come’inteitne
discussion whenstherreality.
o Xistintdispute”

4

Alpersonimay/know thatiGed
existsieveniifthefnevern
considersithefmetaphysical
aspectsiof God:

Butiitican becomelcritical to
intreduce theimetaphysical
iIssuestin‘aldisputerabout the
existenceloff God.

.
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“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed:
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e@dequately
grasped:byfanyonelof the
age of reasonj(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

§ *2DiUt0iConnor;Aquinasiand|Natural/Law,(London:{1967); p

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para: 10185 SATAI-11; pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
concepts analysed and fixed:
in metaphysics before they.
are applied in morals'32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals of natural
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@e@dequately
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and'not just
byimetaphysicians), are per
selnota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11;pt194;a22;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!

84



sNoris it true that for

~ — _ - Aquinas good and'evil'are S

£ Einmistis missing Aqumas's concepts analysed and fixed;
: : 3 - In metaphysics before they.
peintyAquinasimaintainsithatis o B0, SppliSaTh morasia2on

ifisithe!DOING ofigeod and thelcontrary, Aquinas asserts
evillthatlis selffevident'and 2 plzlulyesiuuselols diz
the first principals of‘natural

indemonstrable’ notithe law, whichispecifythe basic
BEING of good and evil: . forms ofgoodand evil.and

1ans), are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.>?
and Naturallaw/(London: 1967, p’

inlEthiV) | cti12) para, 1018:/S7 1411} p .94 (a2 lq )

2Good is the first
thing that falls
under the
apprehension of
e practieal
reasom il N5 ¢ 2

rected at action." oA A

(St e Rk 2) (1225=1274)

7/24/2025

85



7/24/2025

gtlence, this is the first
precept of law, that:

penum est faciendum
etiprosequendum, et £
malum vitandum.”

gklence; this is the first
precept of law, that:
good. is to be done
and pursued and
evil avoided."
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EinnistisimissingfAquinasisipointyAguinas
maintainsithatlifisiihelDOINGloffgoediandievil
notithe!BEINGlofigeadiandievilithatlisiself=
evidentfandiindemenstrablet

SecondyAquinasimaintainsithaithenelisia
differencelbetween'something being selfzevident
infitselfthoughinetiteltistandiselizeviden®inlitself
anditorus:

FAlthing can be self-
evident in either of two
ways; on the one hand,

“Noriisiititrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On

ithelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;

asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals of natural.
law, which specify.the basic
forms of'good and evil.and
which canibeladequately.
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
by:metaphysicians); are per
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.33

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:
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Selfievident in itself,
though not to us; on
thelother, self-evident " o |

"

intitself, and to us.” I\ ==y &
' Thomas/Aguinas

(BT, 1 2 1] (1225=1274)
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S Eerexampleifthelequationt2

204 Sthelghiselfzevident
inlitselff(infasimuchrasithe
predicater4sisicontainediin
thelsubjecti2uti24) Swillfn ot
belselfzevidenttoraichild
leanningrarnithmeticawherhas
yetelleainiwhatithefequal
Sien) MEENS:

:

SlhusHforAquinastitiisrakfinst

principlelofflawithatithelgeod
ISitelberdonerandievil
avoeided:

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed.and. fixed}
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
asiplainly.as possible that
the first principals'of naturalt
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@cia_dequately
grasped bytanyone of the
age of reasonj(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per.
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Norlis it'true that for
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed.and. fixed}
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinasiasserts;
as plainly;as possible that
the first principals'of naturalt
law; which specify.the basic
forms of good and evil.and
which can@cia_dequately
grasped byianyone of the

se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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NhusiiforAquinasiitlistafinst
principlelofflawithatithelgeod
isitelbeldonerandievil
avoeided:

hissheowevemrisaysinothing
againstithelcaseifoFandithe
ielevancelofithe
metaphysicstoiwhatiittis
el MEINES SemEalinle)
geodiorievilt

EinnistisimissingfAquinasisipointrAguinas
maintainsithatlifisithelDOINGloffgoediandievil
notithelBEINGloflgeodiandievilithatiisiselfs
evidentfandiindemenstrablet

SecondyAquinasimaintainsithatthenelisia
differencelbetweenisemethingibeingiselfzevident
infitselfithoughineitelustandiselfzevidentinlitself
anditerus?

—_—
Eoenlexampleftheequationt2i£2 =45 thoughiselfs
evidentlinfitselff(infasimuchiasithelpredicateF44is
containedlintihelsubjecti2it228) Rwillinotibeself
evidentiteratchildileanningfarithmeticiwhoihashyet
tollearniwhatithelequalisignimeans:

—_—
husforAquinastitistatiicstphinciplelofillawithat
thelgeediisitolbeldonerandievilfaveidednis;
NOWEVER SENS Mellhe] ECEIRS NG CEEE 1o Ee)
thelielevancelofitheimetaphysicsiofiwhatlitiskthat
makesisomethingigecdiorevil:
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“Noriisiititrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in'morals‘’32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts
as plainly;as possibleithat
the first principals of natural
law; whichispecifyithe'basic
forms of good and evil.and
whichicanibeladequately.
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per.
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.3?

32D 0;Connor, AquinasjandNatural/Llaw,(London:1967)} p%

68
33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para:1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:

“Noriisiittrue thatfor:
Aquinas ‘good‘and'evil are
conceptsianalysed and. fixed,
in metaphysics before they
are applied in' morals‘32 On
thelcontrary, Aquinastasserts,
as plainly;as possibleithat
the first principals of natural
law; whichispecifyithelbasic
forms of good and evil.and
whichicanibeladequately.
grasped byianyone of the
age of reasoni(and not just
byimetaphysicians), are per.
se nota (self evident) and
indemonstrable.??

32D 0;Connor, Aquinasjand/Natural/Law,(London:1967)} p%
68

33Aquinas)inl Eth)\V; lect:12; para-1018; SATAI-11,(q1194; a2 2;1q"
9151a%3c;lq 158 aatl4 c,5¢:!
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Third, there is a difference
between whether they are
inferred from speculative
principles BEFORE they.
are employed in action,
and whether they can, in
fact, be inferred from
speculative principles.

)

For example, one does not
have to infer from
speculative principles that
God exists before one is
able to believe that
God exists.

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from

metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They: arelnotiinferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[Yohn EinnisiNattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
labout the nature of'good. and|
evilyor about the function of:
a human being=% nor.are they,
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@@ature or any.
other conception of nature.
They. arelnotinterred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[YohniEinnis\Nattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress; 1980}38-34]
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“There is nothing to
prevent a man, who
cannot grasp a proof,
accepting as a matter of
faith,ysemething which in
itselfiis capable of being
iscientifically [i.e.
rationally] known and e

" | Thomas Aqumas
demonstrated. (1225-1572)

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative principles: They,

This, however, is not to say.
that the existence of God
cannot be so inferred from

speculative (i.e.,

arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
about the nature of good and
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

metaphysical) principles.

other'conc p‘{gn of nature.
They:areinot: inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini

Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]
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This, however, is not to say.
that the existence of God
cannot be so inferred from

speculative (i.e.,
metaphysical) principles.

This is exactly what
Aquinas does deftly.

-

The same point applies to
morality, as | hope will
become clear as we
go along.

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: Theya
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from

metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
laboutthelnature ofigood and,
evilyor about the function of:
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@#zature orany,
other conception! of nature:
They: arelnotiinferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[Yohn EinnisiNattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]

Theyiareinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: Theya
are not inferred from facts.
They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
laboutithelnature ofigood and,
evilyor about the function of:
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@#zature orany,
other conceptioni of nature:
They. arelnotinterred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}‘Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety/(Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[YohniEinnis\Nattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress; 1980}38-34]
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The same point applies to
morality, as | hope will
become clear as we
go along.

Thus, it would seem that
Finnis's view is not aligned
with Aquinas’s.

eWhenever things have such a
definite'nature.... the operation
appropriate to a given being is
alconsequent of that nature.
Nowjitiis;obvious that there is a
determinate kind of nature for
man>Therefore, there must be
some operations that are in
ithemselves appropriate
for man.”

stransiVernon J: Bourkel(University. of Notre Dame Press Edition)
eprintiofl@nithe Truth of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: They,
arelnot inferred fromifacts:

They are.not inferred from
metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
aboutithe'nature ofi.goodiand,
‘eviljlorabout ‘the function of
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred from aiteleological

other conc p~t{p.n of nature.
They:areinot inferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini

Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p 44"

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[HohniEinnisyNaturalllfawianaliNaturallRights:
(Oxford: Clarendon Rress; 1980;:33-34]

homa Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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There is a difference between whether they are
inferred from speculative principles BEFORE
they are employed in action, and whether they
can, in fact, belinferred from speculative
principles.

VFor example, one does not have to infer from
speculative principles that God exists before one
is able to believe that God exists.

This, however, is not ta say. that the existence of
God cannot be so inferred from speculative (i.e.,
metaphysical) principles. This is'exactly what
Aquinas does adraitly:

The same point applies to morality, as' | hope will
become clear as we go along.

It would seem that Finnis directly contradicts
Aquinas.

7/24/2025

They/areinot inferredifrom
speculative'principles: Theya
arelnot inferred fromifacts:
They are.not inferred from

metaphysical propositions
about human nature; or.
laboutthelnature ofigood and,
evilyor about the function of:
alhuman being 4 nor. areithey;
inferred'from,aiteleological
conception@#zature orany,
other conception! of nature:
They: arelnotiinferred or
derivedfrom'anything:*

34Cfithe objections of/Margaret MacDonald}:Natural Rights:ini
Pl Laslett|(ed!), Philosophy, Politics andiSociety (Oxford:1956);
35/at|p44!

35Pace!Strauss, Natural'Right.and. history, pp. 7-8.

[Yohn EinnisiNattralllawiand:NaturaliRights
(©xford=ClarendoniRress 1 980}:38-34]
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it does so, if

A\

unimp'e&é&, towards its
proper end or goal or telos:

7/24/2025
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_:..~:What a thmg"s ,gen or.,goa
*’ “telos is; ls'dete mmé‘q;
¥ o ﬂ
“'f\ by its . nature" i)

X 7".; '-:;A“"i‘hmg § nature*aims, it
_,.towardé”*“lts ‘purpose;or telos.

% “ '-:;A”i‘hmg's @@ i it
_,.towardé”*“lts purpose or telos:
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ZWhenever things have such a
definitelnature'... the operation
appropriate to a given being is
alconsequent of that nature.
Nowzxitlistobvious that there is a
terminate kind of nature for
man>Therefore, there must be
some operations that are in
ithemselves appropriate
for man.”

transi\Vernon'J: Bourke (University of Notre Dame Press Edition)
; eprintiofl@nithe Truth of the Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:
(HEmOVEr [

| "‘% — Px"’f i (,
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

ils?
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gWheneverthings have such a
definite'nature.... the operation A T et

appropriatelto a given being is humanlisinotimerely,

alconsequent of that nature. Alieferenceltolthe
itlislobvious that there is & human

determinate offnaturelfol Ratherthelnatiire
‘Therefore, there must be thatinature
someloperations that are in withire'spectitoithe
themselves appropriate
for man.”

[SCGlIMNER29%s2  transVermon J: Bourke!(University of Notre Dame Press Edition)
q printioii@nitheTruthiofithe Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:
[ianovedilolise$1956

gWheneverthings have such a
definite'nature.... the operation TR e

appropriatelto a given being is humanlisinotimerely,

alconsequent of that nature. Alreferenceltothe
itlislobvious that there is @ human

determinate eoffnatineliolg Rather the nature
‘Therefore, there must be thatinatune
someloperations that are in withirespecttojthe)
themselves appropriate operations*

[SCGlIMNER29%s2 S transVermon J: Bourke!(University of Notre Dame Press Edition)
q printioii@nithe Truthiofithe Catholic Faith (Garden City, NY:
[ianoveilolise$1956
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S Unlik 'feaxtsar @ther
@ﬁﬁb@ﬁ@ human's p@ssgss
tl@na andfre WHH %hlh

)t a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman;both of them
have committed an abomination. They'shall surely be put to

death. Their blood shall be upon them.

Lev. 20:13
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For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. :

For even their women exchanged the natural . =8

use for what is against nature. Likewise also 3 Z
the men, leaving the natural use of the woman;
burned in their lust for one another, men with \,*
men committing what is shameful, and

receiving in themselves the penalty of
their error which was due.
Rom. 1:26-27

7/24/2025
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glihose acts are properly
called human which are
voluntary because the

will'is the rational
appetite, which is proper
to man."”

[SIREIIR @ introduction]

&Wan determines
himself by his reason to
WIII_ this or that, which

apparent good."

[ETHIL @, ee]
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A hlman:be 1gisiendgoal; oritelos
can'be understood instermsrof:
dlfferent aspects off hlS 'singletreallity

A huma .,'belng.s" end goal;:or telos
canibe understood (17 WALS (©)f
dlfferent aspects ofthistsingletreality,

N\Vizy, hiis nutrlt'n_/e,-(l.e., physical)
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A hum_n‘ beingksiendz=goal:ortelos
I can/belunderstooaling term'siof:
dlfferent aspects of:histsingle reality,
vizo, his nutrltlve ((Fesrphysical); his
sentlent (l e consc:ousness)

~ can be understood ik terms of
dlfferent aspects ofthistsinglelreality!
Vizo, his nutrltlve ((IzeZrphysical);shis
sentlent (icex, consc:ousness)
and hls‘ t"'onal (lntellect)
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EDITED AND INTRODUGED BY
BRIAN DAVIES

IN THE THEOLOGY OF Samuis[e] [F.CF L 1H] T8

FOREWORD BY
TERRY EAGLETON

HERBERT (5,111

“A perfect X is
EDCQUEIIER
all its
properties; an
imperfect X
lacks one of
more of its
properties."”

[Ged and Evil inthe Theology of St Thomas
Aquinas (London: Continuum, 2010), 40]

7/24/2025

Fenbert McCabe
(1926-200

FHenbent McCabe
(1926-200
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"Every art and every.
inquiry, and similarly,
every action and pursuit;

is thought to aim at some!

good; and for this reason,

the good has been rightly,

declared to be that at

N o) which all things aim’=
:‘ \ - ‘-,' &Arlst@ﬂe"/& [Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, |, 1, 1094a1-2, trans. W. D. Rosslin|Richard

(384'-322 BC McKeon, ed. The Basic Works of Aristotle (New: York: Random Eouse 19413 935]_

-

@hhe essence of
goodness
consists in this,
thatitis in some

way desirable.”

ell @57 art' 1 trans. Fathers of the English Dominican Province ??!“‘J i A

nastSummar Theologica: Complete English Edition in Five
ster, MD: Christian Classics, 1981), 23] Th Om as Aq U I n aS
(1225=1274)
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“Goodness
signifies
perfection which

desirable."

(ST, @B, i 1]

J,;,«
., 5

{ \Q m%m,;

! Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

gSince; however, good has the
inaturelof:an end, and evil, the nature
lofialcontrary, hence it is that all
thoseithings to which man has a
naturallinclination, are naturally
apprehended by reason as being
Wand/consequently as objects

ofipursuit, and their contraries as
evilland objects of avoidance.
Whereforelaccording to the order of
naturallinclinations, is the order of
thelprecepts of the natural law. ;

mﬂ-’k‘; <
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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gBecauselin man there is first of all
anlinclination, to' good in accordance
withithe nature which he has in
common with all substances:
inasmuch;as every substance seeks
preservation of its own being,
according to its nature: and by
reasonlofithis inclination whatever
lislalmeans ofipreserving human life,
andlofiwarding off its obstacles,
belongs to the natural law.

.3,:;"
i

.“Q m*%ﬁ
! Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

gSecondly, there is in man an
inclination; to' things that pertain to
lhimimore'specially, according to
thatinaturelwhich he has in common
withlother.animals: and in virtue of
thislinclination, those things are
saiditolbelong to the natural law,
whichinature has taught to all
animalsiisuch, as sexual intercourse,
education of offspring and so forth.

mﬂ-’k‘; <
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)

111



7/24/2025

ZThirdly, there is in man an
inclination:torgood, according to the

inaturelofihis reason, which nature is
properitorthim: thus man has a
naturaliinclination to know the truth
God, and.to live in society:
in'this respect, whatever ;
jpertainsitoithis inclination belongs A
tolthelnatural'law; for instance to < ‘
Ishunlignorance, to avoid offending i
amongiwhom one has to live, M ¥ EE Y
dlother!suchithings regardmg ) ?‘t"’% & V=)
above!inclination." Thomas Aguinas
(1225:1274)

[StiNea ait2)

@

Our good involves our
nature in three respects.

As such these fall under
the Natural Law.
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withirespectitoiwhatiwe
anelinicommoniwith
everyssubstance

withirespectitoiwhatiwe
anelinicommoniwith
evenyisubstance

EVERY] SUDSEICE SEELS e
presenvationfoflitstfown being

7/24/2025
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withirespectitoiwhatiwe
anelinicommoniwith
evernyisubstance

withirespectitoiwhatiwe
arelinfcommoniwith
everyisubstance

7/24/2025

VAR SV ENEE SEELS hE
presenvationfoflitstfown'being
VA preservation'ofihuman’life

EVERY] SUDSEICE SEELS e
presenvationfoflitstfown being
VA preservation'ofihuman’life
vAawarding off
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withirespectitolwhatiwe eVeyistbstancelseeksithe
i with presenvationfofiitsiown'being
nEcommon 7 o om of e [

evenryssubstance; “Awarding offiobstacles

withirespectitolwhatiwe
are’inilcommoniwith
every animal

withliespectitolwhatiwe everyiSubstancelseeksiiic
i ith presenvationfofiitsiownibeing
nicommon vApresernvation of lhuman'life

every substance vAwarding|off

with respectitolwhatiwel " everyianimaliseeks tolprocreate
d educate off
arelin\commonwith andieducatelonspiing
every animal
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withirespectitoiwhatiwe
anelinicommoniwith
evenyisubstance

withirespectitolwhatiwe
are’inilcommoniwith
every animal

withirespectitoiwhatiwe
arelinfcommoniwith
everyisubstance

withirespectitolwhatiwe
arelinfcommoniwith
every animal

VAR SV ENEE SEELS hE
presenvationfoflitstownibeing
VA preservation'ofilauman’life
vawarding offfobstacles;

everny animal seeksito
educate offspring

vAmarriage

EVERY] SUDSEICE SEELS e
presenvationfoflitstownibeing
VA preservation'ofihuman:life
vAawarding|off

everyranimaliseeksitolprocreate
and educate offspring
- marriage
v/ rearing and education of children

7/24/2025
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arelinicommon W|th
evernyssubstance

ASLLSLSLSSS—— |

withirespectitoiwhatiwe
arelin‘commaon: with
every animal

with respect to what'we
are proper to ourselves
as human

arelin common W|th
every'substance

withirespectitoiwhatiwe 1

arelinfcommon with
every animal

with respect to what we
are proper to ourselves
as human

VA preservatlon of human life
vAwarding off'ebstacles

everny animal'seeksito procreate
and educate offspring

v_marriage
v_ rearing andleducation of children

V4 preservatlon of; human life
vAwarding off'ebstacles

every'animal'seeks to procreate
and educate offspring

vAmarriage
v rearing and education of children

humans have reason
and free will

7/24/2025
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aré InNfcommon W|th
evernyssubstance
“with respectitoiwhatiwe

arelinfcommon with
every animal

with respect to what'we

are proper to ourselves
as human

are |n'common W|th
every'substance
' withirespectitoiwhatiwe

arelinfcommon with
every animal

with respect to what we
are proper to ourselves
as human

7/24/2025

pres vatlon of |ts owin belng
VA presenvation'of'fhumanlife
vAwarding off'ebstacles

RN
everny animal'seeksito procreate
and educate offspring

v_marriage
v rearing and education of children

humans have reason
and free will

v to know truth and shun ignorance

preservatlon of |ts own belng
vapresernvation'offhumanilife
vAwarding off'ebstacles

every'animal'seeks to procreate
and educate offspring

vAmarriage
v rearing and education of children

humans have reason
and free will

v to know truth and shun ignorance

v live in society and avoid offending
others
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llectiaims towand
that wh|ch iS conS|dered true’
the W|II aim's toward thattwhich
S conS|dered good

| mthlng may be

| conS|dered tiielthatiisinot

b really; true somethlng mayibe

7 conS|dered good thatfisinot
- re'a'IIy good
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P Good IS} thafﬁ:Whlch actuallzes a
~thingis} telos wWinich is (@ SEW
good |s th"'t--_i.}whlch perfects

17 (6 "our realigood
(when we act morally) (o)
. somethlng mlstakenly
percelved as a good but which
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7(“‘\

CS G’enes S 95,23

rfﬁ,

So:whenithe woman saw sﬁs

UETHTIE (7R WES @)

food, that !,twas R‘!,gasant
to the eyes,wand ajtree
desirable to makkgone

wise, she took ofits fruit= ..

and ate. She also gave to
her husband with her,
and he ate.

ﬂ‘-q*

i G’enes @

\(
LY _f

So when woman saw
that theltreelwaslgoodifors

food;ithatlitiwas pleasant

to the eyés,*’*"’and atree
desirable to makkgone

wise, she took of its fru:t* :

and ate. She also gave to
her husband with her,
and he ate.
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=

g : i ,“
O G’enes $3767-

ﬂ't,

(Ye) when woman saw

i

that the @7@9&?@@ ;

to the eyes,~ Yy
desirable to mal ofne' ;. }‘é
wise, she took{‘of its fru:t* B, L
and ate. She also gave to
her husband with her,
and he ate.

\(
ﬂ't f

(o) when woman Saw,
thattheltiee w@@‘
food; thatiit: as pleasant
to the eyes,~
desirable to mak ;
wise, she tookg‘of lits fru:t*
and ate. She also gave to
her husband with her,
and he ate.
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weighs the hearts.
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o 1 Kings 15:5 <

.. because David did what
was right in the eyes of

the LORD, and had not
turned aside from

anything that He
commanded him all the
days of his life, exceptin
the matter of
Uriah the Hittite.

ENever. therefore would
evillbe sought after, not
even accidentally,
Unless the good that

accompanies the evil &7

%
5 %
werermore desired than .
the good of which the -
0r] O r " " O\ "R k= «
eviliis the privation. | & Thoﬁésé_quinas
(STl 19, art 9] (1225=1274)
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& Genus =
animal

& Specific difference =
rationality

& Species =
human

& Proper accident <
five fingers

& Accident < Aristotle
black, blonde, or no hair __(384-322/BC)

7/24/2025
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_heory, asialmodel
() o"rallty, W|II define
human goodness

i :'f"rallty, will define
human goodness

P |n|t|aIIy (proxmately) inttermsfofiwhat
perfects human nature S
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ﬂugus’rlne
' on EVilRa’S
! Drivatiiom

Augustine
(3545430)

Augustinefaigued;
thati evilfistieallou
IStn@akthing?

= Ratherjitfista
| privation oratlacks
Augustine: w in th|ngS

(354-430)
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A pousLenay IMAGE BOOK

with an introduction

Jobn K. Ryan

Augustine
(854-430)

AN IMACE BOOK ORIGINAL
COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED

Augustine
(854-430)
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“Now: evil is in a
substance because
something which it

wasroriginally to have,
and which it ought to
have is lacking in it.”

IStmmalContralGentilesylily 65 §1]

“Evil is simply a
privation of something
which a subject is
entitled by its origin to
possess and which it
ought to have.”

iStmmalContralGentilesyllly i §2]
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£EVvil'.cannot exist by
itself, since it has no
essence... Therefore,
evil must be in a
subject.”

IStmmalContralGentilesylily 11, §2] : :
ot “» T <
B\ Thomas Aqumas

(1225=1274)
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iHUumanzbe ngs arerunique
among; God S creatures on
“earthlintasimuch as\wethave
ra Jﬂﬁf?f lity. and f"@@ will;

WThese enableitisitolchoose;
not merely among partlcular
goods ibutito) pursue the
good as such
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g .: N e e 'm

lut tes" IIUI oa"l@w &7@ tor

pr tu an*@l a‘ga %yr

; v Thoyr%s:Aqumas
(1225= 1274)
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“Moral fault is found
primarily: and principally
inithe act of the will
only;:- . so...an actis
imoral because it
isivoeluntary. . . . ~

{l\Q 7R (“;(

Thomas Aqum
(1225=1274)

slhe'root and source of

moraliwrongdoing is to

belsought in the act of
the will."

iStmmal€ontralGentiles, il 10, §13]

i
g\‘ R &
Thomés ’kqumas
(1225:1274)
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giGoodnessiand being are really
thefsame; and. differ only in idea;
whichlisiclear from the following
argument. The essence of
goodness consists in this, that it
lislintsomelway desirable. Hence
thelPhilosopher says [Ethic. i:
iGoodness is what all desire.’

3\‘ UHKM;&I g L
Thomas Aqumas
(1225:1274)

7/24/2025
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ENowiisliticlear that a thing is
desirablelonly in so far as it is

perfect:forall desire their own
perfection: But everything is
lpelfectsoifar as it is actual.

hereforelitiis clear that a thing is

perfectisolfar as it exists; for it is
existenceithat makes all things

lactual; as'is clear from the g
foregoing|[Q- 3, A. 4; Q. 4, A. 1]. -
Hpce itlis clear that goodness % e "i y
andibeing are the same reality.” " \Thomas Kquinas
(ST, @B, i 0 (1225=1274)

15 = Goodriskfirstiidentifiediwith*desirable;
(appetible):
2. 'Deslirablefistidentified wigh ‘perfect’.
‘ -
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Z“Now.itis clear

ithat'a thing is
desirable only in
Solfar as it is
iperfect; for all
desire their own ” axt
perfeCtlon f ‘% e kqumas

(ST, O et 1) (1225=1274)

S GoodtlisHfirstidentified with*desirable’
(appetible):

. Deslirablefistidentified wigh ‘perfect’.

. 'Perfectiisidentified with*act’ or
;actuality= -
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gEverything is
perfect'so far as it
istactual.”

(ST, ©F; &t 7).

_—
&
?:"S-J & A Ty
homas Aquinas

(1225=1274)

“An alternate word for
actuality in this respect
is "perfection”
(entelecheia). It was

used by Aristotle along
with actuality to
designate the formal
elements in the things.

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)
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Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

Joseph Owens
(1908-2005)

7/24/2025

“These perfected the
material element in the
sense of filling its
potentiality and
completing the thing.

“Since existence is
required to complete
the thing and all the
formal elements and
activities, it may be
aptly called the
perfection of all
perfections. "

[An Interpretation of Existence (Houston: Center for Thomistic Studies,
1968), 52-53]
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perfection

(entelecheia, eviekeyeio)
en, ev = in
+
telos, telog = end, goal
+
echein, gye1v = to have

perfection

(entelecheia, eviekeyeio)

to have the end or goal in
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A being whose essence is its
existence will have, indeed, will
BE, all the perfections of
existence without limit.

T —_—

2 Goodiskfirstlidentifiediwith*desirable®
(appetible):

' 'Dé"sif%able' islidentified with 'perfect'.

. 'Perfectiis identified with**act® or

'actuality'.‘ -
. "Actuality’ is identified with ‘being’.
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Al fulliexplorationiof'how it'is
thatvbeingsand 'good’ are
convertiblelswhichrisito say that

being  andygoeod’ are really the
same), requireésyagexamination of
therMedievaltdoctrine of the
Transcendentals:

7/24/2025

New Scholasticism 59 (1985): 449-470

The Convertibility of Being and Good
in St. Thomas Aquinas

by Jan A. Aertsen

Ixm dieval e.g. Alexander of Hales,
Bnulmtun,Alhu-Hthﬂ,ThnmnAquinu,dn-hb—
ment oan be found: “ being and good are convertible ” (ens ef
bomnwmnrlm) That is tony “being * and “ good
are h ble terms in predi ( il enim est
conversim praedicari). Wherever “being” is predicated of
something, the predicate “ pod umvolvuluwell.

That must imply that “good ” is here not a concept that
adds a ndmml.orlnqull to “being ', as a result
of which “ being ™ rutncbd.l"‘ n that case there would
bo no question o{ convertibility. "Good" is an attribute
law.'hpermume-ryhn; prvpcﬂynlbeinguwch,
“mode that is common, ndwwﬂ upon every being.”
Inolhcrwrd:, “ good " is coextensive mfb“being",i!isanc
of the so-called iranscendentia ® which, since Suarez, are usually
referred to as “ transcendentals *.

1 Alexander of Hales, Summa 1, Ing. L, Traet. 3, 4 3, membrem 1, o

I -. l “An idem sit honu- ens™; Bonaventure, /n II femt, d. ]
1, ‘l futd.m “ Foa ibnml eonvert: ieut ve
D‘hn’l‘t .~ 2, luﬂ-l 4; Albert the Greal Bouo
Bum ﬂwlh-d. Thomas
!x cuom s, oct. ma Thool,
m-u.- qnlnu.l'.h er. 1,2 obj. 2

ad 51 Bowum quod est in genere qualitatie, Bom est
bolun“odw--m ur cum ents, quod W llq.ra--npummt
o De Ver. T, 1: modus genaraliter co ...,mm-.“
0 Comp. Albert the Great, Summa mb"i- . 6, ¢ 27, & 3:
DPoaum Cidl et de dentibus omne
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Medieval Philosophy

as Transcendental Thought Medieval Philosophy and
the Transcendentals

The Case of Thomas Aquinas

By
Jan A. Aertsen

— =
P

Being and
Goodness

THE CONCEPT OF THE GOOD
IN METAPHYSICS AND
PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY

EDITED BY

ScorT MAcDONALD




= Goodtistfirstidentified with™desirable’
(appetible):

. 'Deslirablefistidentified wigh ‘perfect’.
. 'Perfect®isidentified with*act’ or

‘actuality =5 -

. "Actuality’ is identified,with 'being'.

. Godlisigoodnesslitselflinfasymuchias
God is being itself.

ZlolGod alone does
ittbelong to be His
'own subsistent
being."

t
E@?ﬂn ﬁ2,ar1 iv] *
T

’
-
V.,

.

! ‘a{;

‘il,f

Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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ZGod is absolute
form, or rather
absolute being”

(7, , 68 e )

2God is supremely
being... He is being
itself;, subsistent,
absolutely
undetermined.”

(574, @ i, et )]
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2Godlis' supremely being,
ifpasmuch as His being is
notidetermined by any
nature to which it is

adjeined; since He is being
itself, subsistent,
absolutely undetermined."

iStnimaklheologiackiN@N R art 4]

ZGood belongs
pre-eminently

4
3

§ €T
~Thomas A__q

uinas
(1225=1274)
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. the perfections
fellowing from God to
creatures ... pre-exist in
God unitedly and simply,
whereas in creatures
they: are received,
divided and multiplied."

IStmmaNTheclogiae N3 4]

"Wherefore it is clear

nderstand it here is the

actuality of all acts, and

therefore the perfection
ofiall perfections. 3

Pow_lfG odWVIIN2)ad 9, trans. English Dominican Fathers (Eugene: Wipf
2004) VAl pi 2]
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YAlllperfections existing

linkcreatures divided and

multiplied, pre-exist in
God unitedly."

[Stakincolog el 51 5]

i

VT
l\Q RN
Thoméskqum
(1225=1274)

“Nothing of the
perfection of being can
wanting to Him who is
subsisting being itself."

[Stmmakineologiae |l 4. 2, ad. 3]

{g\‘ e g ‘A

Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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OuilogalFObligations
IngGieneral
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=hhis is the first
precept of law ...

EBonum est
faciendum et
presequendum,

vitandum."
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Good is
tolbe done and
pursued
and evil
avoided.

gklence; this is the first
precept of law, that:
penum est faciendum
etiprosequendum, et £
malum vitandum." %
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gkience; this is the first
precept of law, that:
good is to be done
and pursued and
levil avoided.”

=lhelfirst indemonstrable
principle'is that the same
thing/cannot be affirmed
denied at the same time
#¥[this] falls under the
apprehension simply. Good
isitheXfirst thing that falls
underithe apprehension of
thelpractical reason, which
isidirected at action."
ST HI, @Y &
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ghhelfirst indemonstrable
principle'is that the same
thingicannot be affirmed
denied!at the same time
g lthis] falls under the
apprehension simply. Good
isithelfirst thing that falls
underithe apprehension of
thelpractical reason, which
isidirected at action."
[STIHL, lie 2]

ghhelfirst indemonstrable
principle'is that the same
thing cannot be affirmed
denied at the same time
S [this] falls under the
apprehension simply. Good
isithelfirst thing that falls
underithe apprehension of
thelpractical reason, which
isidirected at action."
[STIHL, lite 2]
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ghhelfirst indemonstrable
principle'is that the same
thingicannot be affirmed
denied!at the same time
g [this] falls under the
apprehensiontsimplyAclelels]
isithelfirst thing that falls
underithe apprehension of
thelpractical reason, which
isidirected at action."
[STIHL, lie 2]

ghhelfirst indemonstrable
principle’is that the same
thingicannot be affirmed
deniedat the same time
g [this] falls under the
apprehensiontsimplyAclelels]
isithelfirst thing that falls

underithe ol
thelpracticaliieasong gy

\‘ m%%’k‘; o - ‘
Thomas Aqumas
(1225=1274)
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\Wwithiiespectitoiwhatiwe!
anelinfcommoniwith
evernyssubstance

withirespectitoiwhatiwe
arelin‘commaon: with
every animal

with respect to what'we

are proper to ourselves
as human

preservatlon-of |ts owin belng
VA presenvation'of'fhumanlife
vAwarding off'ebstacles

A ———

everny animal'seeksito procreate
and educate offspring

v_marriage
v rearing and education of children

humans have reason
and free will

v to know truth and shun ignorance

v live in society and avoid offending
others

levenylsubstancelseeksithel
presenvationfoffitsiownibeing
vapresenvationfofilhumanilife
vawardingloffiobstacles

evenylanimaliseeksitoiprocreate
andleducateloffspring

vamarriage
varearing andeducationlof children

humans have reason
and free will

v to know! truth andishun/ignorance

v live in society and avoid offending
others

7/24/2025
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OuilogalFObligations
To OugkBellowiMan

-

NaturalflEawiMorality focuses
primarilyioniour.relationship
to ounfellow man as God
managestouipeaceful co-
existencelintsociety:
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NaturallEawshheory is more
politicallygeompatible with
Conservqhﬁ's@ than'itis with
either'Centemporary
Liberalism orEibertarianism:

BiblicalfiVieralityer"Morality?
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Eurthersourmoraliobligation to our
fellow:maniarises out of our
recognitionithat human beings,
unique amenghGod's creatures on
Earth) are willers, .not merely of
particularigoodsigbutiof
the good asystch:

Asisuchiwelrecognize both
ourselvestandiother humans as

special‘instances of the'good itself.
-
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Some 20" Century Ths:*.t

JOHN F. X. KNASAS

l?@ﬂ@ﬂ@@ to iib@ ﬁa{iﬁ@ bonﬂ
Onlydmankhasigoodlasithe
properobjectiofthis
appetitivelpowers to
upderstandithistfactliskfolr:
oneltolrealizekthat:
i & alAway/

[Bemg iwenticly Century 5 (Newr
: (R i %ﬁ
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G}W

ﬁb@ﬁ@ﬁ@
;@@@ﬂl}b@

OuilogalFObligations
fios God
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'éxisf/ng of all the things 1har
makhie. up human. mordlify.

‘with fhe/r’ pmper’ end, goal,
purpose, or felos,
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L e

S Oecavse God s Supreme Being,
RGod s Supreme Goodness ilself.
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God gav dnnd,r/n Hdam the

frecit iﬂﬁ@ /m e For or

dgd/nsf @@@”@ ,ﬂUf’ﬂase for* us.
.)
A s
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i) S

We dl’é b’// m@ﬁ@k 50%/@3 fed fo

obey e all oF iF' QUL Maker

@Mﬂ@ r',wse f(ﬂf’ Us 1s:
U

aur m s oUR Ultimate: goad.
ﬂﬁ% w ] in the: next life as we. resit in
CRUUNES  blessedness. nowing. and.
m)@m enfoying Him' forever
{7, ' in Heaven.

.n-\
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T, N N
%* gonly. [s<il not-natvral forus fo
achiieyer Gog:s .e-z“,émq/,‘pur*pose for us
(Cen22:2]; 15:12), buflbecavse we are
ﬁ e s ‘f“ \ - N
maradllggfallen \Qcorfupﬂ a fortiori we

insourselves fo achieve

b2
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Iiatahes fhe @[5 o oY ﬁ /g Sp/r*/:f*
10’ enab/eusf@ St @r’ NeEo, fora-é’ad Sam
k. p/’%s/@, ‘ﬁ'@g Us f(o adl el/e UWM
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a'%::’f:f DAVENANT GUIDES

LAW

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION AND
BIBLICAL DEFENSE

\ 1 Fa ) @ e

¥ Vil P - | N <

— — 2 r O, Sy Y. L 1 2
DAVID HAINES & ANDREW A. FULFORD
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NATURAL
THEOLOGY

A BIBLICAL AND HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION AND DEFENSE

DAVID HAINES

%

BTN
OFMAN

HOW EDUCATION DEVELOPS
MAN’'S SENSE OF MORALITY

David Haines

7/24/2025
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WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW

LEGISLATING '
MORALITY } A

Geisler
-2019)
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NATURAL LAW
AND
EVANGELICAL
POELTIEAL
THOUGHT

Eoewwed by
JESSE COVINGTON, BRYAN McGRAW,
anp MICAH WATSON

Bryan McGraw !

-

JABanylf€harles

Affiliate'Scholar, Acton Institute

w.
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REDISCOVERING THE
NATURAL LAW IN REFORMED
THEOLOGICAL ETHICS

Stephen J. Grabillsli -

Acton Institute and
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary

AMERICAN
CATHOLIC
PHILOSOPHICAL
QUARTERLY

Medieval Natural Law and the Reformation:
A Comparison of Aquinas and Calvin

DAVID VANDRUNEN

JAMES B. REIC HMANN, 5
Medieval Natural Law and the Reformar
of Aquinas and Calvi
DAVID VANDRUNEN
and the Duty of Aid
JOSEPH SHAW
CHRISTOPHER TOLLEFSEN JOURNAL OF ‘
THE AMERICAN '
CATHOLIC -3 rF w
avidianDrunen
ASSOCIATION 2\ 'L—
-
Volume 80 Winter 2006 lssue No. 1 ” —
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Divine Covenants
and Moral Order

y of Natural Law

T - 'é_;‘di'l\'I/@nDrunen
David VanDrunen ‘1—- -

,. \. Edward Feser
L Aqumas

k|

EdVvErd Feser
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Scholastic Metaphysics

A Contemporary Intre duction

Ederd Feser

[

Real Essentialism

David S. Oderberg

Bavid S. Odérberg

176



7/24/2025

Some 20" Century Ttht

JOHN F. X. KNASAS

New Scholasticism 59 (1985): 448-470

The Convertibility of Being and Good
in St. Thomas Aquinas

by Jan A. Aertsen

N MANY medieval thinkers, eg. Alexander of Hales,

Bonaventure, Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, the state-
ment oan be found : * being and good are convertible " (ema ef
b—-pmwdulur)‘ That is to say, “being " and “ good "
are terms in predication (comverdi emim est
conversim proedicari)." Wherever “being™ is predicated of
something, the predicate “ good ” is involved as well.

That must imply that “good” is here mot a concept that
adds a real content or a new quality to “being”, as & result
of which “being " is restristed. For in that case there would
be mo question of convertibility. “Good” is an attribute
which pertains to every being, it is a property of being as such,
a “mode that is common, and consequent upon every being.” *
In other words, “ good " is coextensive with “ being ™, it is one
of the so-called franscendentia * whiob, since Suarez, are usually
referred to as “ transcendentals ',

* Alexasder of Hales, Summa 1, Toq, 1, Tract. 3, 4. 3, mebrom 1, e.
1on L, " An iem ait booum et ens”; Bosavestars, Jn [f Heat, n N
phoal, g ) fundam, 5, “Ros of boowm eonvertostar, sieat velt
Diouysius ™, d. 34, a. 2, q. 3, fundam. 4; Albesrt the Great, De Bowo §
1, & @; Bumme Theol. tract. 6, q. 28; Thomas Aquinas, [n [ Seat. 8, 1,
3; De Ver. XXL, 2; In De Hebdomudidus, Jeet. 3; Summa Thool. 1, 18, 3.
* Thomas Aquinas, De Ver. 1, 2 obj. 2.
#De Poi. IX, T ad 5: Bomum gquod est in gemers qualitatie, vom est
omwum quod eonvertitur cum ente, quod wullum Ters supra ens addil.
*DeVer T, 1: -aa--.-u-nm.m...qn...m.._ n Aertsen
e T s T Ja

Bosum dicit o et do omne

— 1938-2016
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Medieval Philosophy

as Transcendental Thought Medieval Philosophy and
the Transcendentals

The Case of Thomas Aquinas

By
Jan A. Aertsen

— =
P

Being and
Goodness

THE CONCEPT OF THE GOOD
IN METAPHYSICS AND
PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY
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