The doctrine of Natural
Theology is defined in the
context of the doctrines of

General Revelation and

Special Revelation.
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Intro to God's Revelation 6-Week
Curriculum by Dr. Richard Howe

What does it mean for God to speak to mankind? In this six-week video study, respected
philosopher and apologist Richard G. Howe teaches Christians the fundamentals of how to
approach and understand their Bible in an age of skepticism. Each session contains a lecture
from Dr. Howe and a short wrap-up with interview contributions from other Christian
thinkers.

Perfect for Sunday school classes, small groups or individual study!

Session 1: General Revelation

Session 2: Special Revelation

Session 3: Inspiration

Session 4: Inerrancy & Canonicity
Session 5: Transmission & Translation
Session é: Interpretation & Application




Revelation is God making
known to mankind His divine
person and divine truths that

would otherwise beiunknown. It
means "to unveil.™




How Do Revela’rlon

Revelation Inspiration

Godimakinglknowinitos God transterring to.mankind
mankindtlHistadivine His divine Personand
Person and divinetriuths: divine truths throughhuman

that'would otherwise agency.into written
be unknewn language form for mankind

to understand
Glvinglefithertruth Recording of the truth




Special Revelation is God making known
to mankind through His prophets,
apostles, and His Son (the Lord Jesus)
His nature and will that could not
necessarily be known; through
General Revelation.

Special Revelation is what we'now know
as the Bible.
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Johnil4:25-26: % lheselthingsil haverspokentolyou
whilerbeingipresentwithiyotis{26}%Butithe Felper, the
rolyaSpirtawhemithesEathe@will send in My name, He
willkteachbyourallithingstanaibring to your remembrance
all thimgsithatlfsaiditoryol

John™" 651258 /Estillfhave many/things to say to you,
but you'eannoetbear them now. {13} "However, when
He, the Spirit ofitruth, has come, [Hie will guicke yew linto
elll truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.




Johnil4:25-26:%Mheselthingsil haverspokentolyou
whilerbeingipresentiwithiyots{26}%Butithe Felper, the
HolyaSpirtswheomithelFatheawill send in My 'name, He
willtteachiyoutallithingsyanaibring to your remembrance
all thingsithatl'saiditeryou:

John™" 6512588 /Estillfhave many/things to say to you,
but you'eannoetbear them now. {13} "However, when
He, the Spirit oftruth, has come, He will guide you into
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.
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Johni4:25-268heSerthingsil: have:spokenitoryou
whilerbeing: presentwithiyous {26} =But the FHelper, the
KolyaSpiritywhomithelFathe@will send in My name, He
willite achiyoulallithingsyandbring to your remembrance
all thingstithatilisaid telyou:

John 16512=133IFstillfhave many/things to say to you,
but you'cannot bear them now. {13} "However, when
He, the Spint of:truth, has come, He will guide you into
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authonty, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.

I de met pray ior hese 4
ellone, but also ior
wine will belfeve iin e

througih thelr woral,”
", Joln 17:20




“... bring to your remembrance ..." Johni 14:26

Matthew - Acts

teachiyourallftnings = dohnii4:26
Romanst-rJude

.. tell'you things to come ...* John 16:13
Revelation
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All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for

instruction in
righteousness, that the
man of God may be
complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good
work.

“... knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is
of any private interpretation,
for prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy
men of God spoke as
they were moved by
the Holy Spirit."

2 Peter 1:20-21

2 Timothy 3:16-17 S
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All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for

instruction in
righteousness, that the
man of God may be
complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good
work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 T

All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, =
reproof, for correction, tc

instruction in
righteousness, that the
man of God may be
complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good
work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17

theopneustos
(Beomvevotoc) = God breathed

theos (6coc) = God

pneo, pneuma (Tvew,
nvevue) = I breathe, breath,

spirit, Spirit
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All Scripture is given by msplratm%'of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for rep&oof for
correction, for instruction in rlghteo usness,
that the man of God may be complete ‘
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

% 2 Timothy 3:16-1&
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General Revelation is God
making known to mankind
tnreugln [is ereaiion His
existence, attributes,
and goodness.

General Revelation is God
making known to mankind
through His creation His
existence, attributes,
and goodness.

13
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Whereas General Revelation rests on
creation, Special Revelation rests on
re-creation.

Whereas General Revelation is sourced
in the created universe, Special
Revelation is sourced in'the Lord Jesus
Christ (the living Word) and the Bible (the
written Word).

15



The Nature of
General Revelation

1. It is based on the creation of both
the material (sensible) and
immaterial universe.




2. It is addressed to human beings
as intelligent creatures.

*» not necessarily addressed to
human beings as regenerate

“* in light of the ability.of humans to
have knowledge (which begins in
senses and is completed in the
intellect) of the creation

3. It is accessible to all men.

> No person has a more privileged
access to the creation because of
his geography (where he is).

> No person has a more!privileged
access to the creation because of
his chronology (when helis).

17



Because of this, we are able to
demonsitrate the existence
and certain attributes of God.

We can appeal to aspects of
reality that point to God that
are knowable by any human
by virtue of being human
(senses and intellect).

18



The Content of
General Revelation

1. God's existence, deity, and power
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1. God's existence, deity, and power
2. God'sigoodness
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1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God’'sigoodness

3. God's providence

Psalm 104:14-15

22



God's existence, deity, and power
God’'sigoodness

God's providence

God's sustaining power

®

& (Colossians 1:16-17 «&

Ui orﬁy [Him all tﬁ/hgs were created that are in heaven and that are on
carth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or Ionhc;}oaﬁtfcs

or powers. Al i'/:/qgs were created tﬁrougﬁ [Him and for [ im. And [He
is before all tﬁ/hgs, and in [Fim al/ tﬁ/hgs consist.”




. God's existence, deity, and power
. God'sigoodness

. God's providence

. God’s sustaining power.

. God's glory and handiwork

The heavens declare

the glory of God and

the flrmament shows
HIS handlwork

Psalm191 3
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. God's existence, deity, and power
. God'sigoodness

. God's providence

. God’s sustaining power.

. God's glory and handiwork

. God's righteousness and glory

The heavens declare

His nghteousness

and aII the peoples
see HIS glory

g Psalm 97 6

25



The truths knowable by
reason through General
Revelation constitutes
Natural Theology:

26



Natural theology is that body of
knowledge about God's existence
and nature that can be acquired
by natural human reason as it
attends itself to the sensible
world (i.e., things encountered by,
the senses) around us.

naa’ru Jal Theol gg

! \ﬂrﬁ”ses\ ‘yom
gGener*al Rev

I
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By observing the wonders of God's
creation, people have been and still
are able to come to a basic and
relatively sound understanding of
God's existence and attributes.

But toxic philosophical voices began
to fog the conversation, particularly
within Protestantism and particularly
since the 17" century.

28



Because of this, there is the need at
times to'reason from deeper issues in
sound philosophy to demonstrate
God'’s existence and certain attributes
given that they are understood "by.
the things that are made"” (Rom. 1:20):

Because of this, there is the need at
times to'reason from deeper issues in
sound philosophy to demonstrate
God's existence and certain attributes
given that they are understood "by.
the things that are made"” (Rom. 1:20):

29



"Good philosg‘p%hy
must exist, if forno
other reason,
because bad
philosophy needs
to be answered.",

["Learning in War-Time"in The, WeightoiGlery:
A Collection of Lewjs's Most Mayiii§

Addresses (Londens

Collins»2013) 289

" / —

"But seeing that a teachekr

of sacred Scripture mustiat ; -:

times oppose the
philosophers, itis
necessary for him to make
use of philosophy-*

[Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius, Q. 2, art: 3.6, publishedias
Faith, Reason and Theology: Questions -1V of His Commentary on the De Tirinitatelof:
Boethius, trans. Armand Maurer (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies; 1987); p:

48]
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- Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul

"We cannot

properly beware
of philosophy
unless we be
20 aware of
1~ philosophy.”

VS
' 1 [Norman L. Geisler, "Beware of Philosophy: A Warning to Biblical
m |! GeIS|e r Scholars," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 42/1 (March
982-2019 1999): 3-19 (18)]




"We cannot
properly [bewere
of philosophy
unless we
ewelre of
philosophy.”
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GenerallRevelation SpectEl Reveefen
[Rerm. 17205 [Rem. 2:14=16; ACS 1417, ofliislexistencefattributesiwill¥andigospelf
[Ps. 104:14-18; Call. 1:16-17; Ps. T E1; PR €6 Jiolm 14:26-26; 1EE12-18; 2 . 816

Sound reasonis attendance to creation ! @uﬂnﬂmﬂ]}b@%ﬂ}ﬁ!@
l , Systematic Theology
v 4
Fercvangeiism

‘forithellost
1 Reter3:15

]
But sanctify the Lo;lc’; God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear
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& Acts 187%4 27-28 «&

Now a certain Jew named Appllos, born at Alexandria, an
eloquent man and mighty in the'Scriptures, came to Ephesus.
... {27} And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through
grace; {28} for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly,
showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

GenerallRevelation SpectEl Reveefen
[Rerm. 17205 [Rem. 2:14=16; ACS 1417, ofliislexistencefattributesiwill¥andigospelf
Ps. 104:14=18; Call. 1:16-17; BPs. 1 :1; PR, €6 Jiolm 14:26-26; 1EE12-18; 2 . 8216

4

Natural Theology Tiheology,
Sound reasonis attendanceitocreation wm@%ﬂgﬁ[@

l ~ 5
m, Systematic Theology
pologetics
\

—_—
'Pre-evangelism Strengthening!of:
forithellost thelsaved
1 Peter3:15 Actsi18:24-28
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& Acts 18724, 27-28

Now a certain Jew named Apolloes, born at Alexandria, an
eloquent man and mighty in the'Scriptures, came to Ephesus.
... {27} And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through
grace; {28} for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly,
showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

o

GenerallRevelation

Given' through'creation

(kmownithroughtsimpletapprehensionofithelsensibleiworld)

Reveals ' God's existence and attributes

Given TO'all people
All peoplerhave:it
Some accept, some: reject
Sufficient'to'.condemn if rejected

Acceptance isinecessany:butnot
sufficient for eternal life

Special Revelation

" Given through Prophets and Apostles 7

(read by their'writings, a.k.a., the Scriptures)

Reveals God's gospel and will

Given FOR all people
Not all people have it
Some accept, some reject

Sufficient to save if accepted

- Acceptance is necessary and
sufficient for eternal life
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attributes

characteristics of (1od's nature andactions known from

creation and (7od's W ord:

classical

una’crstooa’ a/ong t/nf contours of t/7c* Categor/és of

Western tﬁlh;é/hg arsing from the ancient (recks, the
Christian (hurch [Fathers, and the Medieval

Scholastics

classical attributes

characteristics of (od's nature and actions knowntrom
creation and (od's |Word understood. a/on‘g,r the
contours of the ca tegories of Western t/7/’mé/’ng EltTlors
from the ancient (grecks, the (hristian (hurch
[ athers, and the Medieval 5(:/70/351‘/(:5
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The traditional view of the
attributes of God has come to be
known as' "Classical Theism."

Classical Theism stands in
contrast to "Theistic
Personalism” (a term given by
its'detractors) and,  more
recently to "modified” or'Neo-
Classical Theism.

41



Natural Theology and Classical
Theism have been widely
embraced and celebrated in
Christianity since' the
Church Fathers.

This celebration has continued
in both Catholicism and
Protestantism until today.
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Augustings=
(354-430)

\

Phillip the Chancellgg
(1160-1236) ‘ﬂ

Jacobus Arminius John Owen Francis Tusretin. Stephen Charnock
(1560-1609) (1616-1683) - (1623-1687) (1628-1680)

JamesiRetignu  B. B. Warfield Herman
Boy.ce (1851-1921) v Bavinck
(1627-1668, | (1854-1921)

Geeghardus

VI\
. e
al - yFhomas'/Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Albert he¥er

J:@,hm;@iulll Charles Ijladgé William|GIiT: Shedd
(€167, 957 a7at)) (=165 Y (1820-1894)
fl‘_“.;!.’ Y 1/‘1 g

= -~ o

o
Louis Sperry Hlouis‘Berkhof Nogman L.
Chaffer (18731957 Geisler

(18741-1952) — (1932-2019)
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Charles Hodge William G- T+ Shedd
1797, J‘W (1820-1894)
-

o’
\ t g P s
B. B. Warfield Herman Bavinck

-
A
Geerhardus Vos /Louis Berkhof
(1851-1921) 7 (1854-1921) (@-1949) & 1({1873-1957)
Y i

Howeyver, the Classical Theism
arising from Natural Theology
(as I am describing it here)

Is starkly criticized in a

number of circles.
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Not surprisingly, Natural
Theology and Classical
Theism (indeed theism as a
whole) is rejected
by atheists.

Sam Harris

45



“Religious:faithlisithe belief:
in'historicalland
metaphysicalipropositions
without'sufficient
evidence:*

[Sam Hartis; The'End of Faithi Religion,Terror; andithel Futtre: of:
Reasoni(NewsYorka WAWE Norton;22004)5232]

Sam Harris

“Faith'is the mortar that
fillsithe cracks’inithe
evidence and'the gaps'in
the'logic; and thusiitis
faith that' keepsitheiwhole
terrible edificelof religious
certainty stillllooming
dangerously.over. our
world:=

Sa m H a TTIS [Harris\ Thel Endiof Faithi232]

46



Nevertheless, Natural
Theology and Classical
Theism have had their
detractors even within
Christianity.

Emil Brunner & Karl Barth

47



' ‘Natural
Theology

Comprising “Natur
by Professor Dr. EmIB rrrrrr
and the reply “No!

Emil Brunner & Karl Barth

"Natural Theology does
not exist as an entity
capable of becoming a
separate subject within
what | consider to be real
theology—not even for
the sake of being
rejected.

fme Brgnmes § Ly’ Bar™
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"If one occupies oneself
with real theology one
can pass by so-called

natural theology only as
one would pass by an

abyss into which it is
inadvisable to step if one
does not want to fall.

fme Brgangs | Ly B

“All one can do is to turn
one's back upon it as
upon the great
temptation and source or
error, by having nothing
to do with it ... "

[Karl Barth, "No!" trans. Peter Fraenkel, in Natural Theology:
Comprising "Nature and Grace" by Professor Dr. Emil Brunner
and the Reply "No!" by Dr. Karl Barth (Eugene: Wipf and Stock:
2002), 75]

A Ly B
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Many Christian philosophers
who are committed to Analytic
Philosophy are relatively

unsympathetic towards the
Natural Theology of the '
Classical Philosophy approach.

- .

GOD
OTHER
MINDS

A Study of the

Rational Justification
of Belief in God

With a new Pr:y"m &yt&am&af
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/ " . . V
| Itistharditoravoid the
conclusion that natural
theologyldoesinot
providelaisatisfactony:
answerntoithelquestion
withiwhichiwelbegan:fls
it'rationalitolbelieve
intGod2*

[AlviniRlantingafGedlandi@ther Minds#AlStudyiefithelRational
JustificationtofiBeliefliniGodl(lthacai CornelllUniversityl Rress)
1967 i1

What is more, the Natural
Theology of Classical
Philosophy is coming under
increasingly stark criticism in
certain contemporary
evangelical circles.
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

THE DEFENSE OF

Tae BaiTa

COENELITES

VanTiL

Van Tlis

APQLOGETIC

READINGS [ ANALYSIS
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

PRESUPPOSITIONAL
APOLOGETICS

Staled & D(_Jfbndfed

GREG

BAHNSEN

EDITED BY JOEL McDURMON

P )

“Thinking to maintain
neutrality with respect to
Scripture, any natural
theology that reasons
autonomously from logical
and/or empirical grounds to
God results in an exclusion
of revelational necessity
and authority endorsing
some other imperious
philosophy. ...
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

B
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“Because the clear
revelation of God in nature’'s
and man's constitution is
suppressed in
unrighteousness, it is
impossible for theology or
apologetics to base their
efforts in a rebellious
understanding of the world
or history, independently
working up to a verification
of God's written revelation.

e ¥ LW

“"Because the clear
revelation of God in nature's
and man's constitution is
suppressed in
unrighteousness, it is
impossible for theology or
apologetics to base their
efforts in a rebellious
understanding of the world
or history, independently
working up to a verification
of God's written revelation.
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o Some Thoughts on Natural Theology and e
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Categories

+ Archived
+ Uncategorized
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God's revelation through creation
of His existence and attributes,  attrit 3 .
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Recently [ was brainstorming about how to explain the basics of the ways in which God
» International Society of Christian

has revealed Himself to mankind. My thinking arose in the context of trying to clarify for i
. . . . _ . . JrelogRC:
some friends how the notion of Sola Seriptura relates to God's revelation of Himself + Richard G, Howe, Ph.D.

"For the wrath of God.is revealed from heaven
against all ungodlmess and: unnghteousness of
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evening church.”
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% were not thankful (v. 21)

¥ knew God (v. 21) s> dishonored their bodies among

% did not glorify Him as God (v. 21) themselves (v. 24)
K exchanged the truth of God for a lie (v.

became futile in their thoughtsi(y
i ndiserved the creature rather

God into an image made’
man—and birds and four
and creeping things’ (v:2:

24)

Much of this criticism arises
from a growing animus toward
any role that philosophy is said

to play in developing and
defending the contents of
Natural Theology:.
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This animus Is almost always
directed toward the philosophy
grounded in the classical
tradition of Aristotle
through Aquinas.
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Within the Christian tradition?
there arose two versions o
iIClassical Theism .... One versi@n
E’I%oks to both pagan philosophy
and Scripture for it model of God}
while the other version rejects

pagan philosophy and relies @
God's revelation alone. ... Gregeks
philosophy is a faulty foundation
for knowledge because it is built
on the autonomous and
contradictory notions of
man's wisdom."”

[Jeffrey D. Johnson, The Revealed God: An Introduction to Biblical
Classical Theism (Greenbrier: Free Grace Press, 2023), 17, 18]

PV ERRIES WES el ElEEh EEE R

‘pagan’ mathematician: Dees:this
give usireasonttoldoubtithettiuth of
the Rythagerean iiheorem?

facitus\was antancientiReman
‘pagan* histerianiShould thisicall
intolquestiontthelreliability*efihis
AnnalsiofiimperiallRome?

ilheltruthlisy Johnson's uselofithe
termypagan’,\whileitechnically:
accurate) isineverntheless
tendentious and constitutes anraa
heminem fallacy:

i

gWithin the Christian tradition?
there arose two versions of|
@ie.wssical Theism .... One versi@n
looks to both pagan philosophy
and Scripture for it model of God}
while the other version reject:
pagan philosophy and relies o
God's revelation alone. ... Gregek
philosophy is a faulty foundation
for knowledge because it is built
on the autonomous and
contradictory notions of
man’'s wisdom."

[Jeffrey D. Johnson, The Revealed God.: An Introduction to Biblical
Classical Theism (Greenbrier: Free Grace Press, 2023), 17, 18]
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~ihe buzzword ‘autonomous'
is another tendentious term:

It masquerades as an careful
conclusion regarding the
epistemological issues
athand.

Instead, itiis'a
Presuppositionalist talking
point that has little to' nothing
tordo with' a conscientious
philosophical examination of
the dispute over the
Classical theory of
knowledge!.

rue FAILURE or

A CRITICAL APPRAISAL OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL
THEOLOGY OF THOMAS AQUINAS

/%fu;‘& ;/«»{::avz* C

Within the Christian tradition?
there arose two versions o

,.*@ssical Theism .... One versie
looks to both pagan philosophys
and Scripture for it model of G@g

while the other version rejects
pagan philosophy and relies on
God's revelation alone. ... Gregeks
philosophy is a faulty foundation

for knowledge because it is built

on the autonomous and
contradictory notions of
man's wisdom."

[Jeffrey D. Johnson, The Revealed God: An Introduction to Biblical
Classical Theism (Greenbrier: Free Grace Press, 2023), 17, 18]

JePrey 5 Yyohnson
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&

Jeﬁrey BAYohnson
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Some Voices from
Christian History
on Philosophy

A PLEA FOR THE
CHRISTIANS

ATHENAGORAS OF ATHENS .
- -~ %

Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190)
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"Since, therefore, the unity of:
the Deity is confessed by.
almost all [of these
philosophers], even against
their will, when they come to
treat of the first principles of:
the universe, and we in our.
turn likewise assert that He
who arranged this universe
is God —

why is it that they can say:
and write with impunity what
they please concerning the
Deity, but that against us a
law lies in force, though we
are able to demonstrate what
we apprehend and justly.
believe, namely that there'is
one God, with proofs and
reason accordant with
truth?"

[ A Plea for the Christians, 7, http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/:
0205.htm, accessed 07/24/23]

.
Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190)

|
Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190)
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MISCELLANIES
(STROMATA)

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

“There is theniin

philosophy; though
stolen as thelfirelby
Prometheus; a'slendern
spark, capablelofibeing
fanned into flameka
trace of wisdomiandian
impulse from Gods4

[The Stromata, |, 17, =, accessed 07/28/22]
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ON
CHRISTIAN
DOCTRINE

St. Augustine

"Moreover, if those who are
called philosophers, and
especially the Platonists,

have said aught that is true
and in harmony with our

faith, we are not only not to
shrink from it, but to claim
it for our own use from
those who have unlawful
possession of it."

[Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, trans. from Select Library of Nicene
and Post-Nicene Fathers, Book 2, Chap. 40, §60.

From http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/augustine/ddc2.html,
accessed 07/28/22]

AUgUStine il
(354-430)

AUZUStiNe iwilie
(354-430)
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P
Peter Martyr®Vermigli
(1499-1562)

P
Peter Martyr®Vermigli
(1499-1562)

I'HE PETER MARTYR LIBRARY
YOLUME FOUR

PETER MARTYR VERMIGLI

PHILOSOPHICAL
WORKS

On the Kelation of Philosophy to Theology

FRANSLATED & EDITED BY

JOSEPH C McLELLAND

SIXTEENTH CENTURY ESSAVS & STUDIES

"With such words [from Col. 2:8] he seems
to frighten Christians away from the study
of philosophy. But | am sure that if you
properly grasp the meaning of the
Apostle's statement you will not be
disturbed. Since true philosophy derives
from the knowledge of created things, and
from these propositions reaches many
conclusions about the justice and
righteousness that God implanted
naturally in human minds, it cannot
therefore rightly be criticized: for it is the
work of God, and could not be enjoyed by
us without his special contribution."”

[Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the
Nicomachean Ethics, in Philosophical Works: On the Relation of
Philosophy to Theology. This is vol. 4 of The Peter Martyr Vermigli
Library, trans. and ed. Joseph C. McLelland (Moscow: The Davenant
Press, 2018), 13-14]




"The goal of philosophy is that
we reach that beatitude or
happiness which can be acquired
in this life by human powers,
while the goal of Christian
devotion is that the image in
which we are created in
righteousness and holiness of
truth be renewed in us, so that

2. We grow daily in the knowledge
w of God until we are led to see him

B

as he is, with face uncovered.”

Nicomachean Ethics, 15]

(1499-1562)

P N
Pete r M a rtyr “Ve rm Ig | I / : [Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the

[OHN GCALVIN

[NSTITUTES of the
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John Calvin
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John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)

"But if the Lord has been
pleased to assist us by the
works and ministry of the
ungodly in physics, dialectics,
mathematics, and other similar
sciences, let us avail ourselves
of it, lest;by neglectingithe
gifts ofi.God spontaneously
offeredito us;we be justly
pgnisg&d for' our sloth.*

[John Calvin¥ fhstitu*téstavf the Christian Religion, 2.2:162\vels:; trans.
Henry Beveridge! (GrandiRapids: W miBMEerdmans  1975), vel3, pp.
236-237] = r

.

"Therefore in reading the
profane authors, the admirable
light of truth displayed in them

should remind us, that the

human mind, however much
fallen and perverted from its
original integrity; is still
adornediand investediwith
admirable gifts from'its
- kreator."

L

| )
[Institutes ofthe Ch(is?i%h Religion, 2.2:15, trans. Henny/Beveridge;
(Grand Rapids:WilliamiB* Eerdmans),-vol_. 1, p. 236]

-
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John Calvin
(1509-1564)

THE
WORKS OF
JOHN OWEN

volume four

"Shall we say that the
philosophers, in their exquisite
researches and skillful
description of nature were
blind? ... Nay, we cannot read
the writings of the ancients on
these subjects withoutithe
highest ad‘mlratlon."

[Institutes of the: Christ(an‘-f-Religion, 212415, trans: HennyABeveridge)
(Grand RapidsaWilliamiBYEerdmans),fvol. 1, p. 236]

ii\

Wi,

Yyonn Owen
(1616-1683)
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"There are sundry cogent
arguments, which are
taken from external
considerations of the
Scripture, that evince it
on rational grounds to be
from God. ... and ... are...
necessary unto the
confirmation of our faith
herein against
temptations, oppositions,
and objections."

[Jehni®Ow

[JohnlOwensahelReasentofiaiths
Yohnl@we nhvo AN (Edinburghs
iTSH(967)520]

Francis®*Turretin
(1623-1687)

Yyohn Owen
(1616-1683)

FRANCIS
TURRETIN

Translated by

George Musgrave Giger
Edited by

James T. Dennison, Jr.

VOLUME TWO: ELEVENTH THROUGH SEVENTEENTH TOPICS
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Francis*Turretin
(1623-1687)

Francis®*Turretin
(1623-1687)

"They sin in defect who
hold that philosophy is
opposed totheology
and should therefore
be altogether separated
from it, not only as
useless, but also as
positively hurtful."

[Institutes of Elenctic Theology, First Topic: Theology, Q. XIII, trans. by
George Musgrave Giger, (Phillipsburg: P & R; 1992, vol. 1, p. 44]

"Philosophy. ... has
many and various uses
in theology' which must

be accurately
distinguished from its
many abuses."

[Institutes of Elenctic Theology, First Topic: Theology, Q. XIlI, trans. by
George Musgrave Giger, (Phillipsburg: P & R, 1992, vol. 1, p. 44]
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Francis*Turretin
(1623-1687)

CLASSIC REPRINT SERIES

Discourses UrpoN
THE EXISTENCE
AND ATTRIBUTES

ofF Gop

hp
Stephen Charnock

"Philosophy'is used ...
properly and in the
abstractifor the
knowledge of things
human and divine (as
far as they can be
known by the light of
nature) ... It uses are
many."

[Institutes of Elenctic Theology, First Topic: Theology, Q. XIlI, trans. by
George Musgrave Giger, (Phillipsburg: P & R, 1992, vol. 1, p. 44-45]

M,

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)
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"Men that will not listen to
Scripture ... cannot easily deny
natural reason .... There is a
natural as well'as a revealed
knowledge, and the book of the
creatures is legible in declaring
the being of a God ...."

[Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 27]

"God in regard of his existence
is not only the discovery of
faith, but of reason. God hath
revealed not only his being, but
some sparks of his eternal
power and godhead' in his
works, as well as in his word. ...

It is a discovery of our reason ...

and an object of our faith ... it is
an article of our faith and an
article of our reason."

[Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 27]

f";
K7

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)

5
K7

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)
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SYSTEMATIC
THEOLOGY

VOLUME ONE
INTRODUCTION

Part I
THEOLOGY

CHARLES HODGE

“lihe Scriptures clearly
recognize the fact that the
works of God reveal his being
andiattributes. This they do not
lonly: by frequent reference to
thelworks of nature as
manifestations of the
perfections of God, but by
direct assertions. ... The sacred
wiiitersiin contending with the
heathen appeal to the evidence
whichithe works of God bear to
his perfections. ...

Y 7

A
bl

Charles Hé/@fge ',

w.(a1;79?§;>§'rgw
”} Prrr ; 3\ / !

A

Charles Hégﬂ“ge_ ',
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“It.cannot, therefore, be
reasonably doubted that not
only/the being of God, but also
his'eternal power and Godhead
arelso revealed in his works, as
tollay a stable foundation for
natural theology."

(EharlesiFodge’ Systematic Theology, 3 vols. (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmants, 1975) 1,11, 83, p. 24']

By
James P. Boyce
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¥Reason involves all the cognitive
powers of man, which are the
faculties through which the mind
attains knowledge. These faculties
are not separate, and independent,

but'are merely the instruments of
the'mind. The mind is not itself an
original source of knowledge, like
the Scriptures, but is merely an
instrument by which the man
attains knowledge through the
exercise of its appropriate
faculties. There is no such thing as
innate ideas. ...

“The means by which the mind
attains knowledge in the exercise
of its faculties, are five. 1.
Consciousness ... 2. Observation
2 3L intuitive conceptions, 4. The
dispositions, instincts and
tendencies of our natures ... 5. The
course of events in nature, as
tending to good or evil ....
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¥ltlis manifest that the knowledge
obtained from these various
sources must be abundant to

iteach man the simple facts upon
which rests his duty to God;
namely, that there is a God to
whom he owes existence, and
iconsequent reverence, service and
love, and whose greatness and
igoodness enforce this obligation;
Malso to show him that that duty
has not been discharged ..."

[ﬂames RetigrulBoyce, Abstract of Systematic Theology (Philadelphia:
YAmericaniBaptistiPublication Society, 1887), 47]
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** Not'every apologist who self-
identifies as "classical, employs
.classical" philosophy.

: Not the same
- use of the term
\ ‘classical’!

Not every apologist who self-
identifies as “classical® employs
“classical” philosophy.

In the interest of fullfdisclosure,
| am an obnoxious partisan of
Thomism of a particular stripe.
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Aristotle
Camping
Out with His
Dog.

80



¢ Do you recognize a distinction between

the dog and the black/white color of the
dog?

It would seem that the dog is real in a
different way than how the colors of the
dog are real.

* While there can be a dog without the
black/white color, there cannot be the
black/white color without some thing that
is colored.

This distinction is what Aristotle called the
substance/accident distinction.

The term 'accident' here is similar to our
contemporary terms ‘property’ or
'characteristic’ or ‘attribute’.

Further, do you recognize a distinction
between the dog and his lying down?

It would seem that the dog is real in a
different way than the "lying down" of the
dog is real.

While there can be a dog without the
"lying down, " there cannot be the "lying
down" without some thing that is lying
down.

Notice also that not only is there a
distinction between the dog and its color
and the dog and its lying down, but there
also is a distinction between the color and
the lying down.

Thus, these two accidents are not related
to the dog in exactly the same way.
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¢ The color and the lying down are two

examples of Aristotle’s Ten Categories.

*» These categories are ten "modes” or
"ways" of being in the sensible world.

% The Ten Categories are:

Category

SeEeeswl——  The object

Quantity

State or Habitus

Action

Accidents, i.e., “ways of
being* for the substance;
sometimes called
properties, attributes or
predicates of the
substance or object
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A three-footQUeEmiy [y sk yeely
dog®UsEee ‘much taller thanXe&en her
puppy, was lying®esiien jn my: yardieese

yesterday!'™® on g |eashSEE (Ebiius)
biting her paw**® ‘completely
unaware that she was being
fedPessien by me.
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Eromiindividual
dogs;one can
deniveithe
conceptiof dog-

Erom individual
trees, one can
derive the
concept of tree.

Eromiindividual
dogs;one can
deniveithe
conceptiof dog-

Eromiindividual
frees, one can
derive the
concept of tree.
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Eromiindividual
deriveithe

conceptiof dog.

Erom individual
‘trees; one can
deriveithe
concept of tree.

Eromiindividual
deriveithe

conceptiof dog.

Erom individual
‘trees; one can
deriveithe
concept of tree.

¢ The relationship of the concept of
'dog’ or 'tree’ to the individual dogs
or trees is the relationship of
universals to particulars.

¢ One debate that has endured
throughout the history of
philosophy has been over what
exactly is the nature of a universal.

¢ Are universals merely names we
give to things (Nominalism /
Hume)?

¢ Or are universals more than
names but nothing more than
concepts (Conceptualism /
Ockham)?

«» Or are universals "real" in some
sense of the term ‘real'? (Realism)
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«» If universals are real in some
sense of the term 'real’, exactly
what is the nature of their reality?

o Are universals the fully real whereas

Eromlindividual
can
the)

Erom!individual
trees, one can
deriveithe
concept of tree.

the individuals "participate in" or
"imitate" the universals? (Extreme
Realism / Platonism)

Do universals "exist" as particulars in
the individual and are only universal

in the intellect? (Moderate Realism /
Aristotelianism)

Are universals "ideas" in God's mind

as their Creator and are made real
as patrticulars in creation?
(Scholastic Realism / Thomism)

+»» Notice also that the universal is
free of any specifying
characteristics of the individual.

ol +» The concept 'dog’ does not specify
F German Shepherd or Chihuahua;
the young or old; brown or black;
; sitting or lying; eating or being
washed ...
Erom individual
trees, one can

*» The concept 'tree’ is free of such
derive the individuating characteristics such

as tall or short; deciduous or
evergreen, fruit-bearing, flower-
bearing or neither; in my backyard
or in my neighbor's backyard ...

concept of tree.
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*»*Nofice that, despite the
changes in all the
characteristics (accidents),
you can know that it is the
same dog throughout.

“»Likewise with the tree.
From acorn to flourishing
oak, despite all the
changes, you can know
that it is the same tree
throughout.

“» That aspect of the thing
that constitutes its "same-
ness" is its Form.

*» That aspect of the thing
that constitutes its
“changing” is its Matter.

**'Form' and 'Matter' are
metaphysical aspects of
any sensible thing.

**Neither exists apart from
the sensible thing itself.
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% The Form and Matter
constitution of a sensible
thing is known as
hylomorphic dualism.

*» This term comes from the
Greek hule (vAn) which
means 'matter’ and
morphe (uopén) which
means 'form".

*» They are metaphysical
aspects of a single thing.

“*Hylomorphic Dualism is to
be distinguished from
Substance Dualism.

“»*Substance Dualism was
championed by René
Descartes (1596-1650).

“»Descartes regarded the
material and immaterial
components of a human to
be two separate
substances.
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*»*Note also that, unless
something interferes (like
injury, malnourishment, or
disease), the Great Dane
puppy will inevitably grow
into an adult Great Dane
and the acorn will
inevitably grow into a
mature oak tree .

» The trajectory of each of
these things is its teleology.

** The term comes for the
Greek word 'telos’ (te\oc),
meaning 'end’ or 'goal’.

*+A thing's teleology is
determined by its Form.

A thing's Form is that which
constitutes "what" it is.

*+*An acorn will never become
a Great Dane.
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“»+ These accidents of the
thing that are not yet
realized eventually will be
realized if nothing
interferes.

*»+ These accidents that are
yet to become real are
know as potencies (or
potentialities or capacities)
that "exist" in the thing.

*»Once they become real,
they are actual (or
actualities).

»» Aristotle identifies this as
the act and potency
distinction.
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“»Aristotle called that
which brings a
potentiality into actuality
the Efficient Cause.

» Aristotle identified three
additional causes.

The Efficient Cause is
that by wiich a thing is.

The Material Cause is
that out of which a thing
IS.

The Formal Cause is
that which a thing is.

The Final Cause is that
for wihich a thing is.
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MATERIAL CAUSE

EFFICI

ENT CAUSE .
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Last notlce thq;t you.can think of a
i .

dog or tree or any number of
sensible obje_cgs that used to exist
but no longer exist.

What the dog "is"™ or what the tree
iIs" did not change.

' ‘The only th‘l*ng that is different is

“that™ it was and now
no I_opger ‘Is.”

This is known as the essence /
existence distinction.
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' 7}19 es“sence‘is what something is.

The existence is that something is.
»

The essence / existence

distinction is a philosophical
augmentation of Aristotle's
metaphysics by Thomas Aquinas.

Valsubstancelandiaceidents
B vaitenicategories
Auniversalstandipantictlarsh
i A formiandimatten
l 7

} Vilactiandipotency,
& I fourlcatises,

Aquinas
(122501274)
#

96



Vateleology

Vasubstance/accident
aNTen

vauniversal/partictlang
Vaform/matter

A act/potency; -
Vafourcalses |
vaessence/existence (122511274)

Aquinas

4

Vasubstance/aceident
aTen

VAluniversal/particulan
VS form/mattel;

i teleoloqgy

B Aact/potency,

VafoUrlcaluses;

Aquinas

Alessence/existence (122541274)
4

Wit
phlflesephicel tuihs,
classicall
Rhlle'sephedeal
anae/
eltrflouties or the God
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“A thoughtiul and theologically sophisticated sally into the

enment these past fow

ous and passionately engaged challenge to the latest effort
Impase a dehumanizing orthodoxy by relighous illiterates.”

- Roger Kimball, co-editor and publisher, The Nete Criterion
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GAVEN KERR, OP

Gaven Kerr Aquinas’s Way to God

I'he Proofin De Ente et Essentia

JAMES E DOLEZAL
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Thomistic Existentialism
&Cosmological Reasoning
(© (@

JOHN F. X. KNASAS

passiones
;]mz//’tm

quantitas
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JohnliER& Knasas

Andtgud philosophé panlating, et quast pedete
intraverunt o coghjthyng veritatis

the collecteo papers
OF Joseph owens

EINTED BY

(1908-2005) John r. catan
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Mewrtes R. Relloway
(19202008

Complete English
Edition in 5 Volumes

ST. THOMAS
AQUINAS
SUMMA THEOLOGICA

Translated by the Fathers of the English Dominican Prov
*The Clur hhel s today
ark of sa pieding e doctrine.”
A.G. Sertillanges, O.P., The Intellectual Life.

One of the world’s oldest and greatest masterpieces

An Introduction to
Natural Theology
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