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The doctrine of Natural
Theology is defined in the
context of the doctrines of

General Revelation and

Special Revelation.
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The doctrine of Revelation is
not to be confused with the
Book of Revelation.
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Revelation is God making
known to mankind His divine
person and divine truths that

would otherwise berunknown. It
means "to unveil."
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Revelation Inspiration

Godimakinglkneownitos God. transterring to.mankind
mankindtHiskdivine His divine Person and
Person and divine truiths: divine truths through'human

that'would otherwise agency.into written
be unknewn language form for mankind

to understand
Givingrefithertrith Recording of the truth

ine of Man" series)

Th ;“b stingfion-of |
Gen I Revela‘rlon A

Spemal Re‘el’a’r n‘
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‘GenerallRevelation! Special Revelation

God making known
through the Scriptures
Hisrexistence; His nature and His will
His nature; His not necessarily.
attributes, and His knowable through
goodness General Revelation
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Johnii4:25-26Mheselthingsili haverspokentonyou
whilerbeinglpresentiwithiyols{26}“Butithe Felper, the
FolyASpirtawhemithelFatheawill send in My 'name, He
williteachiyoukallithings¥andibring to your remembrance
all thimgsithattlfsaiditoryol!

John™ G525 /Estillfhave many things to say to you,
but you'eannoetbear them now. {13} "However, when
He, the Spirit ofitruth, has come, [He willl guide you lnio
elll truih; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.
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Johnii4:25-26Mheselthingsili haverspokentolyou
whilerbeinglpresentiwithlyols{26})“Butithe Felper, the
FolyASpintawheomithelFatheawill send in My name, He
williteachiyoutallithingsyanaibring to your remembrance
all thingsithat'l'said teryou:

John™"6=12588/Estilfhave many/things to say to you,
but you'eannoet'bear them now. {13} "However, when
He, the Spirit oftruth, has come, He will guide you into
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.
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Johni4:25-268hesSelthingsil. haversSpokenitoryou
whilerbeingpresentwithiyous {26} =Butthe Felper, the
KolysSpirithwhomithelatherwill. send in My name, He
williteachlyoeulallithingsyandibring to your remembrance
all thingsithatflfsaiditolyeous

John 16512=133 Ifstillfhave many/things to say to you,
but you'cannot bear them now. {13} "However, when
He, the Spint of:truth, has come, He will guide you into
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authonty, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you
things to come.

g pray
elone, but also itr
wine willl bellieve in Me

nrougin Whelr worral,”
7 Jolin 17:20
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“... bring to'your remembrance ..." Johni 14:26

Matthew - Acts

teachiyourallftningst = Jdohniil4:26

Romans -'Jude

.. telllyou things to come ...* Joehn 16:13

Revelation
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All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for

instruction in
righteousness, that the
man of God may be
complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good
work.

“... knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is
of any private interpretation,
for prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy
men of God spoke as
they were moved by
the Holy Spirit."

2 Peter 1:20-21

2 Timothy 3:16-17 SR
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All Scripture is given by .
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, ">+ theopneustos
reproof, for correction, 1C. (@e6nvevoroc) = God breathed
instruction in ,
; th Beoc) = God
righteousness, that the eo_s( 3o (o ,
pneo, pneuma (Tvew,

man of God may be mvevpo) = | breathe, breath,

complete, thoroughly spirit, Spirit

equipped for every good ‘

work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 “

All Scripture is given by inspirati%of God,

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for

correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be com‘glete,

thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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General'Revelation

S God'makingtknownithrough

His creation Hisiexistence,
S ENVIA) (alS EXUALIVIES, Elale)
Hisigoodness
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The Nature of
General Revelation

1. It is based on the creation of both
the material (sensible) and
iImmaterial universe.

6/21/2025
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2. It is addressed to human beings
as intelligent creatures.

** not necessarily addressed to
human beings as regenerate

“* in light of the ability.of humans to
have knowledge (which begins in
senses and is completed in the
intellect) of the creation

3. It is accessible to all men.
> No person has a more privileged
access to the creation because of
his geography (where he is).
*» No person has a morelprivileged
access to the creation because of
his chronology (when helis).

16
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The Apologetic
Value of General
Revelation

General Revelation enables
Christians to demonstrate the
existence and certain
attributes of God.

17



We can appeal to aspects of
reality that point to God that
are knowable by any human
by virtue of being human
(senses and intellect).

The Content of
General Revelation
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1. God's existence, deity, and power
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1. God's existence, deity, and power
2. God’'sigoodness
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mselfiwithoutwitnessyim
gave us rain fromheaven
and fruitiuliseasons, filling .eurheartsiwith
food andigladness:
Act 14416117

1. God's existence, deity, and power

2. God'sigoodness

3. God's providence

21
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Psalm 104:14-15

God's existence, deity, and power
God'sigoodness
God's providence

God's sustaining power.

22
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®

& (_olossians 1:16-17 «&

Ui orﬁﬂ [Him all tﬁ/hgs were created that are in heaven and that are on
carth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or Ior/halbaﬁtics

or powers. pay/i i'/:/ngs were created tﬁrougﬁ [Him and for [ im. And [He
is before all t/7/ng5, and in [im all tﬁ/hgs consist.”

God's existence, deity, and power
God'sigoodness
God's providence

God's sustaining power.

God's glory and handiwork
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_ The heavens declare
the glory of God and
.-_';‘i" fﬁthe flrmament shows
2 HIS handlwork

Psalm 19 1 ,

. God's existence, deity, and power
. God'sigoodness

. God’s providence

. God’'s sustaining power.

. God's glory and handiwork

. God's righteousness and glory

24
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General Revelation
VS.
Special Revelation:
Their Natures

» General Revelation rests on creation,
whereas Special Revelation rests on
re-creation.

General Revelation is sourced in the
created universe, whereas;Special
Revelation is sourced in'the Lord Jesus
Christ (the living Word) and the Bible (the
written Word).

26
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General Revelation

VS.

Special Revelation:
Their Contents

General Revelation

1.

God’s existence, deity,
and power

God’s goodness

God's providence
God's sustaining power
God’s glory and
handiwork

God’s righteousness
and glory

| Special Revelation
1.

The Trinfty
The Hypostatic Union
EXCESE

The Mystery of the
Church

The Second Coming
The Resurrection
Heaven

Hell

27



6/21/2025

The application of sound
reason in understanding
God's revelation of Himself
through creation gives rise to
Natural Theology.

28



6/21/2025

The truths knowable by
reason through General
Revelation constitutes
Natural Theology:

Natural theology is that body of
knowledge about God's existence
and nature that can be acquired
by natural human reason as it
attends itself to the sensible
world (i.e., things encountered by
the senses) around us.

29



6/21/2025

Since Natural theology is a
human effort, it should not
be surprising that Christians
might disagree as to the
exact nature and content of
Natural Theology.

naa’ru d«al Theol
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By observing the wonders of God's
creation, people have been and still
are able to come to a basic and
relatively sound understanding of
God's existence and attributes.

But toxic philosophical voices began
to fog the conversation, particularly
within Protestantism and particularly
since the 17" century.
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Because of this, there is the need at
times to'reason from deeper issues in
sound philosophy to demonstrate
God's existence and certain attributes
given that they are understood "by.
the things that are made"” (Rom. 1:20):

32
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"Good philo#hy
must exist; if forno
other reason,
because bad
philosophy needs
to be answered."”

["Learning in War-Time" in The, Weight.oGlery:
A Collection of Lewis's Most Moyiie

Addresses (Londen¥gia

Collins?2013)a59] N
~ & { —,

"But seeing that a teacher ,_
of sacred Scripture must at ?_

4

times oppose the

philosophers, it is

necessary for him to maker
use of philosophy:*

[Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius; Q. 2, art: 3.6, publishedias
Faith, Reason and Theology: Questions I-1V of His Commentary. on the Defiinitatelof:
Boethius, trans. Armand Maurer (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies; {1987); p:
48]

=
(1225-12014))

.IR
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- Colossians 2:8 <

"Beware lest anyone
cheat you through
philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the
tradition of men,
according to the basic
principles of the world,
and not according to
Christ."

The Apostle Paul

"We cannot

properly bDevwealre
of philosophy
unless we
N 2a awere of
—f~ philosophy.”

".-.-: .0"'.
0y .
e \6‘:"4..‘ &
rm 'n “ | I r | [Norman L. Geisler, "Beware of Philosophy: A Warning to Biblical
@ a Ge S e Scholars," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 42/1 (March
1999): 3-19 (18)]
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GenerallRevelation @[@@@ﬁ@[ Ichmﬂaﬁ@m
[Rem, 1205 [Rem. 2814155 AS 145175 @ﬁ P’f@@'fsi@rm, eﬁrﬂ
RSS0241451(54 Pe6-17; Ps. MeE1; [Pe. 6 ﬂ@ TJZH]& &Tﬂh]., Sﬁl@
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GenerallRevelation @[@@@ﬁa[ Rcvt;ﬂaﬁ@m

[Rem, 1205 [Rem. 2814155 AS 145175 @F @'f&@r@, ertﬂ
RSS0241451(54 1:216-17; Ps. 1€e1; Pe. €76 1 ﬂ@ ﬂ%ﬁ]& gm &ﬂ@

¥

Natural‘Theology, Biblicalfliheology;
Sound reasonis/attendance to creation &nmﬂma]]b{b Scripture

l N
 fpobosiss P Systematic
4 Theology

Pre-evangelism
forithellost:
1 Peter:3:15;

1
But sanctify the Lo,r,c’; ‘God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks 'you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear

37
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GenerallRevelation SpeciallRevelation

(Godjslrevelationlthroughlcreationlofifiisiexistencelandiattributes’ @@G]’@D(ﬁ@emiﬁ‘@mé)@at@
[Rerm. 11205 [Rerm, 2214=1665 Ak 168173 offHis] @miﬁm@,, \will¥andfgospel
Ps, 10414165 Coll. 1216-17; PR 1CET; Pa. €76 1 ﬂ@ i]%]& gm Sx,ﬂ@

¥

Natural‘Theology, Biblicalfliheology;
Sound reasonis/attendance to creation &mﬂm{b Scripture

l N
BT Systematic
S Theology

P ———————
Pre-evangelism Strengtheningof
forithellost ‘theisaved|
1 Peter:3:15; Acts|18:24-28

& Acts 18#24

Now a certain Jew named Appllos, born at Alexandria, an
eloquent man and mighty in the'Scriptures, came to Ephesus.
.. {27} And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren
wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through
grace; {28} for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly,
showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.
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Revelation

mmmm@mmmm @aﬂgﬁf@&mmm
oflHis)

[Rerm, 71205 [Rem. 2:14=16% A 1451
Ps. 10427418 Cell. 12 ﬂ@uﬂ?ﬁamnlﬁa

4

Natural‘Theology,

Sound reasonisiattendance to creation

l N
Apologetics _
\

Pre-evangelism
forithellost
1 Peter;3:15

P—
Strengthening of,
the'saved
Acts|18:24-28

General Revelation
Given through! creation
(knownithretghlsimplelapprehensionlofithelsensible world)
| Reveals God's existence and attributes

Given TO'all people
All'peoplerhave!it
Some'acecept, some: reject
Sufficient'torcondemnyif rejectea.

Acceptance istnecessany butnot
sufficient for eternal life

@fsﬁ@ma,mm
Joiiin 14252065 16:12-485 2 Tim. 8216

4

Biblicalliiheoloay;

ISound|reason;isfattendanceltolScripture

' 4

Systematic
Theology

Special Revelation

Given through Prophets and Apostles

(read by their writings, a.k.a., the Scriptures)

Reveals God's gospel and will
Given FOR all people
Not all people have it

Some accept, some reject

Sufficient to save if accepted

Acceptance is necessary and.
sufficient for eternal life
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What Do You

“j‘plass;cal Attrl

attributes

characteristics of Goa/ 's nature and.actions known trom

creation and Goc/ 's Worc/

classical

una’crstooc/ a/ong t/:c contours 01[ tﬁc catcgoriés oi[

Western t/nh,é/}vg arising from the ancient (reeks, the

C/Jriist/én C/mrcﬁ I atﬁers, and the /\//ecﬁeva/
Scholastics
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classical attributes

characteristics of (od's nature and actions Lnownfrom
creation and. Goc/ 's Wora/ understood. a/ong the

contours of the ca tegories of Western t/:/nézhg arsIng;

from the ancient (reeks, the (hristian (_hurch
[ at/:crs, and the Mca’;’c‘va/ 5(:/)0/351‘1’(:5

This traditional view of the
attributes of God has come to be
known as "Classical Theism."
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15040

ANNOTATED REFERENCE

Finis Jenpings Dake

"God has a personal splrlt body

(Ezek. 1:27; Ex.'24:10); eye > 11%E
18:24; 33:18), ears (Ps:18:6 irghead?
face, arms (Dan: 7:9-14;:10 @5
5:1-7; 22:4-6), and!other, bo’di

[Dake's Annotated Reference Bible, (lLawrencevilleDake|BiblelSales! ﬂm NI, - €7
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7:9-14; 10:5-19)
(Phil. 2:5-7)

11:7; Jas. 3:9)
(Ex=33:23) (Gen*
6:6; 8:21) (P
Heb. 1:10; Rev. 5:1-7) o (Num?*
12:8) (Isa%30:27)
(Ezek. 1:27; Ex. 24:10) (P L
18:24; 33:18) (Ps:18:6)8

(Dan: 7:9-14;10:5-19}
Finis Jenigings Dake % 5:1-7; 22:4-6)

jod ever change wis mind?
5

GOD

oF THE PO SSIBLE

4 B ¥

; s
e
e GregoryyAgBoyd™
GREGORY A. BOYD r

authar of best-selling Letters from o shepiic
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GREGORY A. BOYD

author of best-selling Lettecs fiom o shegiic

]AMES E DOLEZAL

£, Wi « €.}
ALL THAT
IS IN GOD
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The traditional view of the
attributes of God has come to be
known as "Classical Theism."

47
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Classical Theism stands in
contrast to "“Theistic
Personalism®” (a term given by
its'detractors) and,  more
recently to "modified"™ or'Neo-
Classical Theism.

Natural Theology and Classical
Theism have been widely
embraced and celebrated in
Christianity since the
Church Fathers through'the
Middle Ages.

48
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Jacobus Arminius
(1560-1609)

John Owen Francis Turretin. Stephen Charmock
(1616-1683) (1623-1687) (1628-1680)

]

Herman Geeghardus
Bavinck VoS

| (1854-1921) ([11862-1949)

Louis Sperry : LLouis*Berkhof:

Chaffer
(1874-1952)

~a

Charles Hgdgé
<P

(18731957)

-

P

William|GHT: Shedd
(1820-1894)
-

N(.'jrrjnan L.
i Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Jacobus Arminius John Owen Francis Turretin’. ~Stephen Chamock w’c_a_hannI/ Charles Hodge William|GAT. Shedd

(1560-1609) (1616-1683) @l (1623-1687) (1628-1680) (167951 77) 1797/18 8\ (18201894

W | _a - S ?

: ! N - ‘ M} . ol /1

b "; JamesiRetigru  B. B. Warfield Herman Geerhardus Louis Sperry Hlfouis*Berkhof N6r.]man L.
Boyels (1851-1921) v Bavinck ‘\%s Chaffer (187341957 \Geisler
(1820" 1898 | (Ie27-1Eee) | (1854-1921) (1862-1949).  y (1874-1952) ¢ o (1932-2019)

Howeyver, the Classical Theism
arising from Natural Theology
(as I am'describing it here)
Is starkly criticized in a
number of circles.

6/21/2025
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Not surprisingly, Natural
Theology and Classical
Theism (indeed theism in any
form)'is rejected by atheists.

Sam Harris

52



“Religious:faithlisithe belief:
in'historicalland
metaphysicalipropositions
without'sufficient
evidence'*

[Sam Harris; ThelEnd of Faithi Religion,sTerror; andithel Futtre of:

w‘ Reason) (NewhYorka WAWA Norton,2004)1232]
iy 4
" anl

y

Sam Harris

“Faith'is'the:mortar that
TS U EEE S T HE
evidence and'the gaps'in
the'logic; and thusiitis
faiththat' keepsitheiwhole
y terrible edificelofireligious
- certainty/stillllooming
| 48 dangerously overour
world:=

Sa m H a TTIS ( [FartisisThelEndiofiFaithiy232]
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Nevertheless, Natural
Theology and Classical
Theism have had their
detractors even within
Christianity.
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1 Q‘
= |I.-B‘runner 3 | _Kar IBa;q
(1889:1966) | (1886%I968)

A D 1
P ! i %

Natural
Theo!ogy

Comprising “Nature and Grace”

by Professor Dr. Emil Brunner ¢ Ay
and the reply “No!* 3

by Dr. Karl Barth

Emil Brunner & Karl Barth
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' ‘Natural
Theology

Compris g “Nature and Grace”

by Professor Dr. Emal B nne
and th ply “No! ‘
’

Emil Brunner & Karl Barth

 ‘Natural
: Theology

Comprisin g “Nature and Grace”
by Pro f D EmllB nne &

Emil Brunner & Karl Barth
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“"Natural Theology does
not exist as an entity
capable of becoming a
separate subject within
what | consider to be real
theology—not even for
the sake of being
rejected.

"If one occupies oneself
with real theology one
can pass by so-called

natural theology only as
one would pass by an
abyss into which it is

inadvisable to step if one
does not want to fall.

6/21/2025
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"All one can do is to turn
one's back upon it as
upon the great
temptation and source or
error, by having nothing
to do withiit ... "

[Karl Barth, "No!" trans. Peter Fraenkel, in' Natural Theology:
Comprising "Nature and Grace" by Professor Dr. Emil Brunner
and the Reply "No!" by Dr. Karl Barth (Eugene: Wipf and Stock:
2002), 75]

o Brgnae A Ly D™

Some Christian philosophers
who are committed to Analytfic
Philosophy are relatively
unsympathetic towardsithe
Natural Theology of the
Clessiical Philoseply approach.”
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& Etlis hand toravoidithe

conclusion that natural
theology doesinot
provideraisatisfactony:
answertoithelguestion
withiwhichiwelbegan:fls
it'rationalitolbelieve
inGod?2«

[AlviniRlantingafGoedlandl@thegVMinds#AlStudyiefithelRational g / Tl N g
JustificationtofiBeliefiiniGodi(lthacai CornelllUniversitylRress! b W

1967111 \.".‘f;.-::' 'r, NI .;":\' i
7 1 / i 'l ‘? J{{QW//// |
L
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What is more, the Natural
Theology of Classical
Philosophy Is coming under
increasingly stark criticism in
certain contemporary
evangelical circles.

COENELITIS

Cornelius Van ﬁ.‘l‘ Lo I VA N TI [
Epviten sy K. ScorT OQLIPHINT

(1895-1987) 10+ 1 |
| — Dl |
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Erancis'Schaeffer
(1912-1984)

A Letter from Cornelius Van Til to Francis
Schaeffer

Extracted from Ordained Servant vol. 6, no. 4 (October 1997)

March 11, 1969

Dr. Francis A. Schaeffer
Chalet les Melezes
Huemoz sur Ollon

1861 Switzerland

Dear Francis:
You remember that some time ago I sent you a copy of a memorandum that I wrote on your
Wheaton Lectures. Now that your book The God Who Is There appeared I should like to make some

further remarks.

Let me preface what I say, by repeating what I said in the memorandum, that I have the greatest

admiratian for von nercanallys and for vonr wark at T2 Ahri Thoce wha have heen with von there

6/21/2025
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"I think you will agree, then,
that no form of natural
theology has ever spoken
properly of the God who is
there. None of the great
Greek philosophers, like
Plato and Aristotle, and
none the great modern
philosophers, like
Descartes, Kant, Hegel or
' Kierkegaard and others,
ran(c1:;s1281c;2?)effer have ever spoken of the
God who is there. The
systems of thought of these
men represent a repression
of the revelation of the God
who is there.”

Cornelius Van Til to Francis Schaeffer

you are’ verg rellglous For* as | was passmg Through
and consldfrlng fhe objectsof your worship, | even’

found an altar with ’rhls[mscr*lp’rlon TO THE
UanOlﬂ]Jn GOD Therefore, the One whom you
worship wl’rhou’i hnowlng‘li

lim | proelaim fto you:

Paul theffpostle,@et. 17:22- 2'
r 3|
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)
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Van Tilis

APOLOGETIC

READINGS B ANALYSIS

Stated & Defended

GREG

BAHNSEN

EDITED BY JOEL McDURMON
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)
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o ¥

“Thinking to maintain
neutrality with respect to
Scripture, any natural
theology that reasons
autonomously from logical
and/or empirical grounds to
God results in an exclusion
of revelational necessity
and authority endorsing
some other imperious
philosophy. ...

e I

“Because the clear
revelation of God in nature's
and man's constitution is
suppressed in
unrighteousness, it is
impossible for theology or
apologetics to base their.
efforts in a rebellious
understanding of the world
or history, independently
working up to a verification
of God's written revelation.
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Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)

Greg L. Bahnsen
(1948-1995)
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“Faith must necessarily
start with the clear,
authoritative, self-attesting,
special revelation of God in
Scripture coordinated with
the Holy Spirit's inner
testimony to the
regenerated heart.*

[Greg L. Bahnsen, Presuppositional' Apologetics: Stated and
Defended, ed. Joel McDurmon (Power Springs: American Vision
and Nacogdoches: Covenant Media, 2008), 4-5, emphasis in
original]

e I

"Because the clear
revelation of God in nature's
and man's constitution is
suppressed in
unrighteousness, it is
impossible for theology or
apologetics to base their.
efforts in a rebellious
understanding of the world
or history, independently
working up to a verification
of God's written revelation.
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Some Thoughts on Natural Theology and
Romans 1

ISpeciallRevelation)
God's revelation through His prophets, aposties and the
Lord Jesus of His existence, attributes, will, and gospel.
John 14:25- i

Natural Theology!

‘Sound reason’s attendance toicreation

AT 4

Systematic Theology

Recently [ was brainstorming about how to explain the basics of the ways in which God
has revealed Himself to mankind. My thinking arose in the context of trying to clarify for
some friends how the notion of Sola Seriptura relates to God's revelation of Himself

—Older posts

Pages

About

Categories

= Archived

Uncategorized

Blogroll

Antwoord (in Afrikaans)
Areopagys Christian Study Center
Cold Case Christianity

« Cross Examined

Defending Inerrancy
Evangelical Philosophical Society

+ Evangelical Theological Society

Free Grace Alliance
Grace Evangelical Society
International Society of Christian
Apologeties

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.
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"For the wrath of Godjisirevealed from heaven
against all ungodlinessjand unrighteousness of
(] MW ORSUPPLESSRthE tr, 1ESS

"For the wrath of Godjisirevealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unnghteousness of
men, e SYUYIAESS WiE / Tﬂi?z} 1) WA EeUSHCSS.

Restrictive Apposition or
Non-Restrictive Apposition?
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(\ /

"Mammals, The phrase WhIC'h_ ane
warm blooded"is

whichrareiwarm another'\way of saying
dlereeEel, almost mammals:

- . ihe phrase ‘whichiare
always give birth warm blooded” stands

to live you ng_" in non-restrictive
apposition to'theiterm

‘mammals:.

= he phrase who!livelin

"People in South the Cape: is_not'another
way/efisayingrpeople

'\iglor:Bwhotliverin whollivelin ' Solth Africal:

the Q@@@ Instead, thelphrasewho
- livelinither€aperrestricts
experience wetter thelphraserpeoplelin

winters than those SouthlAfricatand. thus,
SEheS I ES Ve

- 0o
in Pretoria. appositiontteorpeople:who
livelin'SouthrAfrica’.
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"For the wrath of Godjisirevealed from heaven
against all ungodlinessjand unrighteousness of
men, 1o SLjefolrEs tr 1ESS

-

The debate as to'whether the phrase stands in
restrictive apposition or non-restrictive
aﬂ‘@oositive cannot be settled merely by an
appeal to the grammar or syntax of text.

Rather, one would need to make his argument
as a theological / philosophical matter by
appeal to other texts and to sound reason.

e A~
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» knew God (v. 21)
» did not glorify Him as God (v. 21)

% were not thankful (v. 21)

became futile in their thoughts (v. 21)

% foolish hearts were darkened (v. 21)

became fools (v. 22)

% changed the glory of the incorruptible

God into an image made like corruptible
man—and birds and four-footed animals
and creeping things (v. 23)

% were given up by God to uncleanness (v.

24)

6/21/2025

sIidishonored their bodies among
» themselves (v. 24)

» s exchanged the truth of God for a lie (v.

25)

» worshiped and served the creature rather

than the Creator (v. 25)

% were given over by God to vile passions
« women exchanged the natural use for

what is against nature (v. 26)

men left the natural use of the woman;
burned in lust for one another (v. 27)

% did not like to retain God in their

knowledge (v. 28)

Much of this criticism arises
from a growing animus toward
any role that philosophy is said

to play in developing and
defending the contents of
Natural Theology.
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This animus Is almost always
directed toward the philosophy
grounded in the classical
tradition of Aristotle
through Aquinas.
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&Within the Christian tradition}
there arose two versions of|
I_'c!zssical Theism .... One versien
looks to both pagan philosophy,
and Scripture for it model of God®
while the other version rejects
pagan philosophy and relies on
God's revelation alone. ... Gregks
philosophy is a faulty foundation,
for knowledge because it is built}
on the autonomous and
contradictory notions of
man's wisdom."”

[Jeffrey D. Johnson, The Revealed God: An Introduction to Biblical
Classical Theism (Greenbrier: Free Grace Press, 2023), 17, 18]

¢ Rythageras wasrantancient Greek:

“pagan’ mathematician: Dees: this
give usireason toldoubt theitruth of
the Rythagerean iheorem?

NG #
= ¥ 'l
i p

T w
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Rythagerasiwasian ancientiGreek

“pagan’ mathematician: Dees: this

give usireason toldoubt theitruth of
the Rythagerean iheorem?

acitus\was antancientiReman
“pagan histeriani'Should thisicall
intelquestionttherreliability ofihis
Annals;ofiimperiallRomer

I'HE ANNALS OF
IMPERIAL ROME

TR

PVIERIES WES el EleEhit EEE

“pagan’ mathematician: Dees: this

give usireason toldoubt theitruth of
the Rythagerean iheorem?

IEIUSWES el ElEEhE RCIMENR]
“pagan histeriani'Should thisicall
intelquestionttherreliability ofihis
Annals;ofiimperiallRomer

heltruthlisiidohnsonisiuselofithe
termipagant, whileitechnically;
accurnate) isineventheless
tendentiousrand constitutestantaa
heminem fallacy:

gWithin the Christian tradition}
there arose two versions of|
ssical Theism .... One versiof
looks to both pagan philoesophiys
and Scripture for it model of God}
while the other version rejects
pagan philosophy and relies o
God's revelation alone. ... Gregks
philosophy is a faulty foundatiwn
for knowledge because it is builts
on the autonomous and
contradictory notions of
man's wisdom."

[Jeffrey D. Johnson, The Revealed God. An Introduction to Biblical;
Classical Theism (Greenbrier: Free Grace Press, 2023), 17, 18]

6/21/2025
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~ ihe buzzword 'autonemous'
is anoether tendentious term.

It tries to appear as a careful
conclusion regarding the
epistemological issues
at hand.

Instead, itisia
Presuppositionalist talking
point that has little to' nothing
to do with' a conscientious
philosophical examination of
the dispute over the
Classical theory of
knowledge.

rue FAILURE or

A CRITICAL APPRAISAL OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL
THEOLOGY OF THOMAS AQUINAS

/Z/fu;‘& :/«7{-44{1?;‘%’ C)

gWithin the Christian tradition?
there arose two versions of|
-jlgssical Theism .... One versi@n
looks to both pagan philesophi
and Scripture for it model of God?
while the other version rejects
pagan philosophy and relies on
God's revelation alone. ... Gregks
philosophy is a faulty foundation
for knowledge because it is built
on the autonomous and
contradictory notions of
man's wisdom."”

[Jeffrey D. Johnson, The Revealed God: An Introduction to Biblical
Classical Theism (Greenbrier: Free Grace Press, 2023), 17, 18]

Jeﬁrey 5 Yyohnson
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SAVING

NATURAL THEOLOGY

from Thomas Aquinas

i -‘_,-

WHY
NATURAL
THEOLOGY, FAILS
(PART 1)

‘p:—‘r-.x

1N
Joel Settecase KhaldeumnsSweis Jeffrey Johnson
Py P e i VTR
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WHY
NATURAL

Natural Theology FAILS? The Challenge of Knowing God Part 1 | Jeffrey.Johnson

'm

N

1'./,/
1-! 1 =" : e \
Joel Settecase KhaldeumsSweis Jeffrey Johnson
=y - . gL

jve from GBTS with Jeff Johnson and Owen Strachan
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Evangelical Philosophical Society
Shieraton Denver Downtown Hotel
Nov. 15-17, 2022

USaving Natural Theology
Jeffrey Johnson"

Richard G. Howe, Ph.D.
dBues: Nowv. 15, 2022 @ 4:30 PM

E?;'Vangelical Philosophical Society B2
ilowerBuilding - Mezzanine Level Gold

'|SES Ci*ﬁ!i‘}!ﬁﬂ

Providing a forum for scholarly articles contributing to the defense
of the historic Christian Faith

A7
|
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SavingtMatueal Theology
ficom®Jefifirely Johnson

= 4 ,j % 7 )
[ —

Richard G: Howe Dhlﬂ) ¥

Povosi i R
Nogman L. Geisler Proficssor of Philosophytand {-Tpologehcs
Southern Evangelical Seminasy ;

- ".'242"7 -~
i ‘\-‘_'\

PastaPresidentilinternalional Sociely offChristian ﬂpologeflo§ J

Saying tihe Nafural lheology
OflinoMasiAqUINgs

firom’ Jefifirey Johnson
s M Fi'ay
Richard G Howe DhD /

A

PRovosi R\ !
Nogman L. Geisler Proficssor of Philosaphytand {-Tpologehcs
Southern Evangelical Seminasy ;

- '.'242"7 -
i ‘\-‘_'\

F PastaPresidentilinlernalional Sociely offChristian ﬂpologeflo§ J
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Some Voices from
Christian History
on Philosophy

A PLEA FOR THE
CHRISTIANS

ATHENAGORAS OF ATHENS

3
Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190)

6/21/2025
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"Since, therefore, the unity of:
the Deity is confessed by,
almost all [of these
philosophers], even against
their will, when they come!to
treat of the first principles of:
the universe, and we in our.
turn likewise assert that He
who arranged this universe
is God —

why is it that they can say:
and write with impunity what
they please concerning the
Deity, but that against us: a
law lies in force, though we
are able to demonstrate what
we apprehend and justly.
believe, namely that there'is
one God, with proofs and
reason accordant with
truth?"

[ A Plea for the Christians, 7, http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/:
0205.htm, accessed 07/24/23]

3
Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190)

3
Athenagoras of Athens
(133-190)
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80



6/21/2025

MISCELLANIES
(STROMATA)

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA

“There is thenlin |
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ON
CHRISTIAN
DOCTRINE

St. Augustine

"Moreover, if those who are
called philosophers, and
especially the Platonists,

have said aught that is true
and in harmony with our

faith, we are not only not to
shrink from it, but to claim
it for our own use from
those who have unlawful
possession of it."

[Augustine, On Christian Doctrine, trans. from Select Library of Nicene
and Post-Nicene Fathers, Book 2, Chap. 40, §60.

From http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/augustine/ddc2.html,
accessed 07/28/22]

Eq*'ﬂﬁw*~‘
Augustln\gr_.,k,-s
(354-430)

Eq"ﬂﬁw*~‘
AUgUSTINe e
(354-430)

6/21/2025
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I'HE PETER MARTYR LIBRARY
VOLUME FOUR

PETER MARTYR VERMIGLI

PHILOSOPHICAL
WORKS

O the Kelation of Philosophy to Theology

FRANSLATED & EDITED BY

JOSEPH € McLELLAND

"
~

e .
Peter Martyr®Vermigli '

(1499-1562)

"With such words [from Col. 2:8] he seems
to frighten Christians away from the study.
of philosophy. But | am sure that if you
properly grasp the meaning of the
Apostle's statement you will not be
disturbed. Since true philosophy derives
from the knowledge of created things, and
from these propositions reaches many
conclusions about the justice and
righteousness that God implanted
naturally in human minds, it cannot
therefore rightly be criticized: for it is the
work of God, and could not be enjoyed by
4 us without his special contribution."”
i ‘Q_‘\..___ [Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the

> -
l!:_ .?" ! Nicomachean Ethics, in Philosophical Works: On the Relation of
Peter Martyr

Ve rm |g | | v Philosophy to Theology. This is vol. 4 of The Peter Martyr Vermigli
Library, trans. and ed. Joseph C. McLelland (Moscow: The Davenant
(1499-1562) Press, 2018), 13-14]
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"The goal of philosophy is that
we reach that beatitude or
happiness which can be acquired
in this life by human powers,
while the goal of Christian
devotion is that the image in
which we are created in
righteousness and holiness of
truth be renewed in us, so that
we grow daily in the knowledge

~ ﬁl of God until we are led to see him

as he is, with face uncovered.”

PE—
Pete r M a rtyr &Ve rm Ig | I : [Peter Martyr Vermigli, Introduction to the Commentary on the
(1 499-1 562) Nicomachean Ethics, 15]

[OHN CALVIN

[NSTITUTES of the

CHRISTIAN RELIGION

John Calvin
(1509-1564)




John Calvin
(1509-1564)

John Calvin
(1509-1564)
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"But if the Lord has been
pleased to assist us by the
works and ministry of the
ungodly in physics, dialectics,
mathematics, and other similar
sciences, let us avail ourselves
of it, lest;by neglectingithe
gifts of.God spontaneously
offeredito us;iwe bejjustly.
p'i'];nislg.tla‘d for our sloth.*

[John CaIvih#fﬁstituYt_és ofithe Christian Religion, 2.216y2:vols:; trans.
Henry Beveridge!(GrandiRapids: Wm3BHEerdmans,;975), el pp.
236-237] & r

N

"Therefore in reading the
profane authors, the admirable
light of truth displayed in them

should remind us, that the

human mind, however much
fallen and perverted from its
original integrity, is'still
adornediand @wested with
admirable gifts from'its
- Creator."

L

[Institutes oﬁ%}i‘é Ch_ris'tiah Religion, 2.2:15; trans. Henny/Beveridge;
(Grand Rapids: WilliamiB% Eerdmans),vol. 1, p- 236]

-
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"Shall we say that the
P philosophers, in their exquisite
= researches and skillful
- \4 description of nature were
/ blind? ... Nay, we cannot read
_ the writings of the ancients on
% these subjects without'the
s, high“gfst adémiration."

[Institutes of the ChristianiReligion, 2:2:15, trans: Henry/Beveridge,
(Grand RapidsaWilliamiBSEerdmans),ivol: 1, p. 236]

-
4
John Calvin ' ‘
(1509-1564) ' r
‘ 4

THE
WORKS OF
JOHN OWEN

volume four (1616-1683)
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"There are sundry cogent
arguments, which are
taken from external
considerations of the
Scripture, that evince it
on rational grounds to be
from God. ... and ... are...
necessary unto the
confirmation of our faith
herein against
temptations, oppositions,
and objections."

Yohn Owen
(1616-1683)

6/21/2025

THE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN

\' THE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN R.-]
\

 —

:\;

THE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN oy E ' T

=

L ]

THEWDRKS OF JOHN OWEN pat

F

HE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN [

i
‘| -
THE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN g Bi_; THEWORKS OF JOHN oweN ol | 21 & Y
¥ ' 1
1] © : 2
THE WORKS OF JOHN OW [N THE WORKS OF JOHN DWEN : —

EJ R e woRKS 0F Jorn owen [

THE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN L

[

\
§

\ THE WORKS OF JOHN OWEN [C2 ; J

Dbl
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FRANCIS

Translated by
George Musgrave Giger
Edited by

Francis*Turretin James T. Dennison, Jr.
(1 623-1 687) VOLUME TWO: ELEVENTH THROUGH SEVENTEENTH TOPICS

"They sin in defect;who
hold that philosophy is
opposedito theology
and should therefore
be altogether separated
from it, not only as
useless, but also as
positively hurtful.”

[Institutes of Elenctic Theology, First Topic: Theology, @: XIlI, trans. by

FranCISt‘TU rretl n George Musgrave Giger, (Phillipsburg: P & R; 1992, vol. 1, p. 44]
(1623-1687)
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"Philosophy. ... has
many andivarious uses
in theology'which must

be accurately
distinguished from its
many abuses."

[Institutes of Elenctic Theology, First Topic: Theology, Q. XIlI, trans. by
George Musgrave Giger, (Phillipsburg: P & R, 1992, vol. 1, p. 44]

Francis Turretin
(1623-1687)

"Philosophy'is used ...
properly and in the
abstract/for the
knowledge of things
human and divine (as
far as they can be
known by the light of
nature) ... It uses are

Francis*Turretin I

(1 623_1 687) [Institutes of Elenctic Theology, First Topic: Theology, Q. XIII, trans. by
George Musgrave Giger, (Phillipsburg: P & R, 1992, vol. 1, p. 44-45]
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CLASSIC REPRINT SERIES

Discourses UrpoN
THE EXISTENCE
AND ATTRIBUTES

ofF Gop

hp
Stephen Charnock

"Men that will not listen to
Scripture ... cannot easily deny
natural reason .... There is a
natural as well'as a revealed
knowledge, and the book of the
creatures is legible in declaring
the being of a God'....*

[Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 27]

6/21/2025

5
€.

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)

5
M,

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)
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"God in regard of his existence
is not only the discovery of
faith, but of reason. God hath
revealed not only his being, but
some sparks of his eternal
powerand godhead'in his

works, as well as'in his word. ...

It is a discovery of our reason ...

and an object of our faith ... it is
an article of our faith and an
article of our reason."

[Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1979), 27]

SYSTEMATIC
THE ;}EJC‘Y

VOLUME ONE
INTRODUCTION

Part I
THEOLOGY

CHARLES HODGE
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R 7

Stephen Charnock
(1628-1680)

Charles Hodge

. ,.,‘(r1'797—.]18 W
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#lihe Scriptures clearly
recognize the fact that the
works of God reveal his being

andiattributes. This they do not
only by frequent reference to
thelworks of nature as
manifestations of the
perfections of God, but by
idirect assertions. ... The sacred N
awritersiin contending with the A
Iheathen appeal to the evidence - il (8
\whichithe works of God bear to Charles Hé¢|fge

his perfections. ... ,4;1797!:1;%7’5)
. YO ';\- L\ ﬂ .ﬂu

“Iticannot, therefore, be
reasonably doubted that not
lonly/the being of God, but also
lhis'eternal power and Godhead
lare’so'revealed in his works, as
tollay a stable foundation for
natural theology."

d[€harlesiHodge) Systematic Theology, 3 vols. (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Ecrdmanys,975), 11,63, p: 24 |

%
A

Charles H/éftfle'ge
MAT79751878
IR

/. VU '\
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J.P.BOYCE

By
James P. Boyce
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“Reason involves all the cognitive

S powers of man, which are the
faculties through which the mind
attains' knowledge. These faculties
are not separate, and independent,
but'are merely the instruments of
the'mind. The mind is not itself an
original source of knowledge, like
the Scriptures, but is merely an
instrument by which the man
attains knowledge through the
exercise of its appropriate
faculties. There is no such thing as
innate ideas. ...

EThe means by which the mind
attains knowledge in the exercise
of its faculties, are five. 1.
Consciousness ... 2. Observation
2 3L intuitive conceptions, 4. The
dispositions, instincts and
tendencies of our natures ... 5. The
course of events in nature, as
tending to good or evil ....

James Peii
L (18 2BRRR)
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Eltis manifest that the knowledge
obtained from these various
sources must be abundant to

‘teach man the simple facts upon
which rests his duty to God;
namely, that there is a God to

whom he owes existence, and
iconsequent reverence, service and

love, and whose greatness and
igoodness enforce this obligation;

Palsoito show him that that duty
has not been discharged ..."

['j.'g_ames PetigrulBoyce, Abstract of Systematic Theology (Philadelphia: : .'
YAmericaniBaptist Publication Society, 1887), 47] & ‘la mes Pet -y
R 7-133)"
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\/

** Not'every apologist who self-
Identifies as “clessical, employs
.classical" philosophy.

: Not the same
- use of the term
\ ‘classical’!

Not every apologist who self-
identifies as “classical® employs
“classical” philosophy.

In the interest of fullfdisclesure,
| am an obnoxious partisan of
Thomism ofi a particular stripe.
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Aristotle
Camping
Out with His
Dog.

< Do you recognize a distinction between
the dog and the black/white color of the
dog?

s It would seem that the dog is real in a
different way than how the colors of the
dog are real.

s While there can be a dog without the
black/white color, there cannot be the
black/white color without some thing that
is colored.

«» This distinction is what Aristotle called the
substance/accident distinction.

«» The term ‘accident" here is similar to our
contemporary -terms ‘property’ or
'characteristic' or ‘aftribute’.

6/21/2025
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¢ Further, do you recognize a distinction
between the dog and his lying down?

«» It would seem that the dog is real in a
different way than the "lying down" of the
dog is real.

While there can be a dog without the
"lying down, " there cannot be the "lying
down" without some thing that is lying
down.

Notice also that not only is there a
distinction between the dog and its color
and the dog and its lying down, but there
also is a distinction between the color and
the lying down.

Thus, these two accidents are not related
to the dog in exactly the same way.

The color and the lying down are two
examples of Aristotle's Ten Categories.

These categories are ten "modes” or
"ways" of being in the sensible world.

% The Ten Categories are:
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A three-foot @iy Qs y ey
dog®sEnee ‘much taller than®eEen her
puppy, was lying®esiien jn my. yardese

yesterday™® on g |eashS&EE (ki)
biting her paw~een “completely.
unaware that she was being
fedPessieon by me.
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Eromiindividual
dogs;one can
derniveithe
conceptiof dog-

Eromiindividual
trees, one can
derive the
concept of tree.

¢ The relationship of the concept of
'dog’ or 'tree’ to the individual dogs
or trees is the relationship of

universals to particulars.

Eromlindividual -
dogs, onelcan +*» One debate that has endured

derivelthe throughout the history of
concept of dog. philosophy has been over what
exactly is the nature of a universal.
Eromiindividual
trees, one can
derive the
concept of tree.
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Eromlindividual
deriiveithe:

trees, one can
deriveithe
concept of tree.

Eromlindividual
derivelthe)
|

rom individual
trees, one can
derive the
concept of tree.
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¢ Are universals merely names we
give to things (Nominalism /
Hume)?

¢ Or are universals more than
names but nothing more than
concepts (Conceptualism /
Ockham)?

%+ Or are universals "real" in some
sense of the term 'real'? (Realism)

¢ If universals are real in some
sense of the term 'real’, exactly
what is the nature of their reality?

o Are universals the fully real whereas
the individuals "participate in" or
"imitate” the universals? (Extreme
Realism / Platonism)

Do universals "exist" as particulars in
the individual and are only universal

in the intellect? (Moderate Realism /

Aristotelianism)

Are universals "ideas" in God's mind
as their Creator and are made real
as patrticulars in creation?
(Scholastic Realism / Thomism)
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+»* Notice also that the universal is
free of any specifying
characteristics of the individual.

e frehviciel * The concept 'dog’ does n_ot specify
dogshonelcan German Shepherd or Chihuahua;
derivelthe young or old; brown or black;
concept of dog- sitting or lying; eating or being
washed ...

Erom individual

e can ¢ The concept 'tree’ is free of such
t)

derive the individuating characteristics such
concept of tree. as tall or short; deciduous or
evergreen, fruit-bearing, flower-
bearing or neither; in my backyard
or in my neighbor's backyard ...
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*»*Nofice that, despite the
changes in all the
characteristics (accidents),
you can know that it is the
same dog throughout.

“»Likewise with the tree.
From acorn to flourishing
oak, despite all the
changes, you can know
that it is the same tree
throughout.

*» That aspect of the thing
that constitutes its "same-
ness" is its Form.

*» That aspect of the thing
that constitutes its
“changing” is its Matter.

**'Form' and "Matter' are
metaphysical aspects of
any sensible thing.

**Neither exists apart from
the sensible thing itself.

6/21/2025
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*» The Form and Matter
constitution of a sensible
thing is known as
hylomorphic dualism.

*» This term comes from the
Greek hule (vAn) which
means 'matter’ and
morphe (wopén) which
means 'form".

*» They are metaphysical
aspects of a single thing.

“*Hylomorphic Dualism is to
be distinguished from
Substance Dualism.

“»*Substance Dualism was
championed by René
Descartes (1596-1650).

“»*Descartes regarded the
material and immaterial
components of a human to
be two separate
substances.
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“»*Note also that, unless
something interferes (like
injury, malnourishment, or
disease), the Great Dane
puppy will inevitably grow
into an adult Great Dane
and the acorn will
inevitably grow into a
mature oak tree .

*» The trajectory of each of
these things is its teleology.

*» The term comes for the
Greek word 'telos’ (te\oc),
meaning 'end’ or 'goal'.

*+A thing's teleology is
determined by its Form.

**A thing's Form is that which
constitutes "what" it is.

**An acorn will never become
a Great Dane.
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“* These accidents of the
thing that are not yet
realized eventually will be
realized if nothing
interferes.

“» These accidents that are
yet to become real are
know as potencies (or
potentialities or capacities)
that "exist" in the thing.

**Once they become real,
they are actual (or
actualities).

+»» Aristotle identifies this as
the act and potency
distinction.
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“»Aristotle called that
which brings a
potentiality into actuality
the Efficient Cause.

» Aristotle identified three
additional causes.

The Efficient Cause is
that by winich a thing is.

The Material Cause is
that out of wihich a thing
iS.

The Formal Cause is
that which a thing is.

The Final Cause is that
ffor wihiich a thing is.
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MATERIAL CAUSE

EFFICIENT CAUSE .
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Last notlce thq;t you.can think of a
i .

dog or tree or any number of
sensible obje_cgs that used to exist
but no longer exist.

What the dog “is"™ or what the tree
iIs" did not change.

' ‘The only th‘l*ng that is different is

“that" it was and now
no I_opger 'Is.”

This is known as the essence /
existence distinction.
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' 7}19 es‘isence‘is what something is.

The existence is that something is.
~

The essence / existence

distinction is a philosophical
augmentation of Aristotle's
metaphysics by Thomas Aquinas.

I ‘F@m
VA umvers-al/partleu
VA formymatters
SAteleology
@ /Fact/petency,
s
- Aquinas
7 (1228%1274)

5
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Vasubstance/aceident
VAiTenlCategories
VAluniversal/partictlarg

V4

7

7

7

7 (ﬁgghn 22;481)

-
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WithEthese,
philcscphicel truihs,
thelclassicall
phlloscpher camn
clemelpstiateythe
existeneceraney
eltrlouries of e Coa
eff Clessical Tihelsmn.
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| Dennert, & Co. — who

Athelsts - Richard Dawlkins
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“‘Iadwqrd Feser
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’

Gaven Kerr

%
GAVEN KERR, OP
Aquinas’s Way to God

'he Proofin De Ente ¢t Essentia
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