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The New Age Movement is a 
revival and embracing of 

occult philosophy or occult 
worldview in our society. 

Eric Pement

"The concept of personal 
transformation is key to what 
the New Age Movement is all 
about.  The idea is that man 

has within himself the 
powers or the abilities or the 

qualities which will enable 
him to achieve all that he 

ever desires and all that he 
ever needs. 
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Eric Pement

"Basically, people in the New 
Age philosophy think that 

man is a divine being who is 
hampered and harnessed by 
misinterpretations and poor 

concepts.  

Eric Pement

"They believe that man's 
problems can be solved by 

freeing his thinking, by 
freeing the processes of 

thought within himself, and 
by tapping into a divine 

potential which exists within 
all of us. 
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Eric Pement

"Sometimes it's called life 
force, sometimes it's literally 
called The Force as it was in 

Star Wars, sometimes it's 
called ch'i, the Chinese term 

(ki, the Japanese term).  
Sometimes it's believed to be 

prana, a Hindu term for a 
divine essence that 
permeates all of us. 

Eric Pement

"So whatever the term used, 
there is a divine force which 
we can all tap to solve all our 

problems or to basically 
realign misaligned energies 

within our bodies. 
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Eric Pement

"One of the preeminent 
premises of New Age 

philosophy, of people who 
are looking for a New Age, is 
that we all need to transform 
our minds and transform our 

thinking.  

Eric Pement

"Our consciousnesses need 
to be changed, our purposes 

and values need to be 
altered.  Nobody knows the 

final truth.  Nobody knows all 
the answers.  Nobody has it 
all down pat.  So New Age 

philosophy depends on this 
constant synthesis . . ." 

[Cult Expert Eric Pement of Cornerstone Magazine, from the film The 
New Age  Pathway to Paradise? a Christian Communications of 
Chicagoland, Inc. production]
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The Many Faces 
of the Occult 

Mainstream 
Occultism: The 

New Age 
Movement

"Christian" 
Occultism: The 
Word of Faith 

Movement

Moderate 
Occultism: 
Witchcraft

Extreme 
Occultism: 
Satanism
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The New Age 
Movement is 
controversial.

The New Age 
Movement is subtle. 
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How is the phrase 
'New Age Movement' 

used? 

Technical Sense 
of the Phrase 

'New Age Movement'



9

 A New World Order 
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 A New World Religion 

 A Coming World Teacher 
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General Sense 
of the Phrase 

'New Age Movement'
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Spiritual Law The Force Human Divinity
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Spiritual "Law" 

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Spiritual "Law" is the 
notion that the spiritual 
or non-physical realm 
operates according to 

laws or regularities like 
the physical realm does. 
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Much of occult practice 
is mastering these 
"laws" in order to 

manipulate the spiritual 
realm to get physical 

results.

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

This is often referred to 
as "magic."
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Whereas the cause and 
effect (action and 

reaction) aspect of the 
physical world is the 

philosophical 
foundation of 

all modern science ...

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

... applying the same 
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the 
essential element of 
occult philosophy.
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  


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Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic... is... the 
change in situations or 
events in accordance 
with one's will, which 
would, using normally 
accepted methods, be 

unchangeable." 
[Anton Szandor LaVey, The Satanic Bible (New York: Avan Books, 1969), 
110] 

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic is never 
totally 

scientifically 
explainable." 

[LaVey, Satanic Bible, 110] 
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

There is "balance in nature, 
a natural order. That's God. 
And that's Satan. Satan is 

God. He is the 
representation of the state 

of flux; he is the action-
reaction; he is the cause 

and the effect; he is all the 
elements interwoven in 
what we call evolution." 

[LaVey, in Lawrence Wright, “Sympathy for the Devil,” Rolling Stone no. 
612 (September 5, 1991): 105] 

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Janet Farrar
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William DeArteaga

William DeArteaga
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Kenneth Copeland

Kenneth Copeland
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Mechanical 
vs. 

Personal 
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 Psalm 19:7-11 
"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The 

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; The 
statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The 

commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; The 
fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of 

the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired 
are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is 

warned, And in keeping them there is great reward."

The "Force"
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There is a hidden force or energy 
which one can tap into to use for 

healing or harm. 

Exactly what this force is, according 
to the occultists, and what is the 
best way to tap into it, are what 
make the differences between 

different occult groups. 
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This notion of the force serves as 
the basis of all occultism.

You will hear both 
personal and impersonal 

terms to refer to this force. 
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getting in touch with mother 
earth or mother nature 

(Witchcraft, Wicca or Paganism)

the life force 
(eastern philosophy) 
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the prana 
(Hinduism) 

the ki or chi 
(martial arts)
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adrenal and emotionally 
induced energy 

(LaVey's Satanism) 

the "right brain" 
(pop psychology)
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the universe 
(New Age)

the Force 
(Star Wars)
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getting in touch with my 
higher self, my deeper self, or 

my subconscious 
(pop psychology)

the collective unconscious 
(Jungian psychology)
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inner counselors 
(Silva Mind Control and dozens 

of "self-help" programs) 

spirit guides or the 
spiritual hierarchy 

(New Age and Shamanism) 
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extraterrestrials or ETs 
(UFO cults, Whitley Strieber's 

book Communion)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)
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Chas S. Clifton

Chas S. Clifton
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Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)

Stewart Farrar
(1916-2000)
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Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)

Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)
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Scott Cunningham
(1956-1993)

You even see this notion 
of the force making its way 

into the entertainment 
media.  
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George Lucas on 
Star Wars

"When I did Star Wars I 
consciously set about to 
re-create myths and the 

classic mythological  
motifs and I wanted to 

use those motifs to deal 
with issues that 
existed today." 

George Lucas Bill Moyers

"Ultimately, doesn't it take, 
particularly in religion, 

a leap of faith? 
Kierkegaard's 
leap of faith?
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George Lucas Bill Moyers

"Yes. Yes. Definitely. And 
that's, that's ... you'll notice 
Luke uses that quite a bit 

through the films.

George Lucas Bill Moyers

"Not to rely on his senses, 
not to rely on the 

computers, not to ... but to 
rely on faith.



53

George Lucas Bill Moyers

"That is what 'Use the 
Force' is, is a leap of faith, 

that there are mysteries and 
powers larger than we are ... 

George Lucas Bill Moyers

"... and you have to trust 
your feelings in order to 

access these things."
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Kenneth Copeland

Kenneth Copeland
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Human Divinity 

The goal of occultism is to 
realize one's own divinity or 

godhood. 
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One's "godhood" is 
actualized by the application 
of various occult techniques 
in the attempt to manipulate 

occult powers.

Richard Cavendish
(1930-2016)
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Richard Cavendish
(1930-2016)

Richard Cavendish
1930-2016

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)
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Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
1946-2014

Starhawk (Miriam Simos)
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Starhawk (Miriam Simos)

Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)
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Bruce R. McConkie
(1915-1985)

Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)
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Sun Myung Moon
(1920-2012)

In our quest for deity, the occult 
attempts to deceive humans 

into thinking that we can be like 
God in His fundamental 

attributes.  
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Counterfeiting God's Omniscience
clairvoyance, fortune-telling, mind reading, ESP, Ouija 
Board, Tarot Cards, crystal balls, dowsing rods, palm 

reading, spiritism, necromancy, channeling, etc.  

Counterfeiting God's Omnipresence
astral travel, out-of-the-body experience, 

time travel, remote viewing
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Counterfeiting God's Omnipotence
psychokinesis, mind power, mind control, spells, incantations, 

visualization, creative imagination, guided imagery 
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ReligionMediaScienceGovernment

MedicineEducationCorporate 
World

Self-
Improvement 

/ Self-
Motivation 
Techniques  

Self-Improvement / 
Self-Motivation 

Techniques 
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Napoleon Hill
(1883-1970)
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Napoleon Hill
(1883-1970)

Napoleon Hill
(1883-1970)
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Napoleon Hill
(1883-1970)

Napoleon Hill
(1883-1970)
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Napoleon Hill
(1883-1970)

Napoleon Hill
(1883-1970)
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 2 Cor. 3:4-5  
"And we have such trust through Christ toward God. Not that we 

are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from 
ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God." 

 2 Cor. 3:4-5  
"And we have such trust through Christ toward God. Not that we 

are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from 
ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God." 

 Col 3:23-24 
"And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ."  

 Col 3:23-24 
"And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ."  
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 Rom 7:18 
"For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for 
to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not 

find." 

 Rom 7:18 
"For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for 
to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not 

find." 

 Gal 3:3 
"Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being 

made perfect by the flesh?" 

 Gal 3:3 
"Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being 

made perfect by the flesh?" 
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 Luke 17:21 
"'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, 

the kingdom of God is within you." 

 Luke 17:21 
"'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, 

the kingdom of God is within you." 

 Luke 17:21 
"'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, 

the kingdom of God is within you." 

 Luke 17:21 
"'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, 

the kingdom of God is within you." 
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hJ baVileiva tou: Qeou: ejnto;V uJmw:n ejstin.
hē basileia tou theou entos humōn estin
the  kingdom   of     God     in        you       is

hJ baVileiva tou: Qeou: ejnto;V uJmw:n ejstin.
hē basileia tou theou entos humōn estin
the  kingdom   of     God     in        you       is

A better translation of 'entos humon' would 
be 'in your midst' or 'among you'. 

A better translation of 'entos humon' would 
be 'in your midst' or 'among you'. 

 Luke 17:21 
"'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, 

the kingdom of God is within you."  

 Luke 17:21 
"'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, 

the kingdom of God is within you."  

 Luke 17:20-21 
"Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of 
God would come, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of 

God does not come with observation; nor will they say, 
"'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, 

the kingdom of God is within you."   
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 Mark 7:21-23 
"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 

adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 

foolishness. All these evil things come from within and 
defile a man."  

 Gal. 6:7
"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

that he will also reap." 

 Gal. 6:7
"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

that he will also reap." 
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Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

"I find Paul 
appealing 
and Peale 
appalling."

Howard Hendricks
(1924-2013)
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Some Concerns about Norman 
Vincent Peale and the Power of 

Positive Thinking 

For many, the idea that our 
"thinking" determines our "being" 
arises from a misunderstanding of 

Proverbs 23:7.
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James Allen
(1864-1912)

James Allen
(1864-1912)
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 Proverbs 23:7 
"For as a man thinketh in 

his heart, so is he."

 Proverbs 23:7 
"For as he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he."



84

 Proverbs 23:6-7 
"Do not eat the bread of a miser, nor 
desire his delicacies; {7} For as he 

thinks in his heart, so is he. 'Eat and 
drink!' he says to you, but his heart 

is not with you."

Peale's "Positive Thinking" is not 
merely an optimistic attitude.
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Finally brethren, 
whatever things are 
true … meditate on 
these things.

Phil. 4:8 ff

The power of Peale's "Power of 
Positive Thinking" is a real force and 

not merely an attitude.
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Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

"Believe in yourself! 
Have faith in your 
abilities! Without a 

humble but reasonable 
confidence in your own 
powers you cannot be 
successful or happy." 

[Power of Positive Thinking, (New York: Fawett Crest, 1982, 13] 
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Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

"If you open to [this 
power], it will rush in 
like a mighty tide. It is 

there for anybody 
under any 

circumstances or in 
any conditions." 

[Power, 217] 

According to Peale, this "power" 
is from God.
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Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

"Practice resting … in 
God [for] His support 

and power. Believe that 
He is giving it to you 

now and don't get out 
touch with that power. 
Yield yourself to it—let 
it flow through you."

[Power, 213] 

However, the terms Peale uses to 
describe this "power" show that it is 

more akin to the notion of power 
found in the Mind Science (occult) 

religions. 



89

Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

"energy" 

"scientific procedures" 

"spiritual energy" 

"mechanism of prayer"

"energizing force" 

"techniques" 

"efficiency" 

"scientific spiritual practice"

"pattern" 

"experimenting" 

"formulas"

"skills"

Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

"If you have not experienced this 
power, perhaps you need to learn new 
techniques of prayer. It is well to study 
prayer from an efficiency point of view. 

Usually the emphasis is entirely 
religious though no cleavage exists 
between the two concepts. Scientific 

spiritual practice rules out stereotyped 
procedure even as it does in general 
science. If you have been praying in 

certain manner, even if it has brought 
you blessings, which it doubtless has, 

perhaps you can pray even more 
profitably by varying the pattern and by 

experimenting with fresh prayer 
formulas. Get new insights; practice 
new skills to attain greatest results." 

[Power, 53] 
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Norman Vincent Peale
(1898-1993)

"Materialistic power 
achievement is a romantic 

story. Men discover laws and 
formulas and harness power 

to do remarkable things. 
Spiritual power also follows 
laws. Mastery of these laws 
works wonders in an area 

more complicated than any 
form of mechanics, namely, 

human nature." 
[Power, 217] 

The Enneagram
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Medicine
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Michael Harner
(1929-2018)

"The burgeoning field of holistic 
medicine shows a tremendous 

amount of experimentation 
involving the reinvention of many 

techniques long practiced in 
shamanism, such as 

visualization, altered state of 
consciousness, aspects of 

psychoanalysis, hypnotherapy, 
meditation, positive attitude, 

stress-reduction, and mental and 
emotional expression of personal 

will for health and healing."
[Michael Harner, The Way of the Shaman (New York: Bantam New Age 
Books, 1980): 175]   

Michael Harner
(1929-2018)
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M. Scott Peck
(1936-2005)

M. Scott Peck
(1936-2005)
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Bernie S. Siegel

Bernie S. Siegel
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Bernie S. Siegel

Bernie S. Siegel
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Bernie S. SiegelBernie S. Siegel

Bernie S. Siegel
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Bernie S. Siegel
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Media

Jacques Vallee
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Jacques Vallee

Jacques Vallee
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David Laughlin
(Bob Balaban)

Claude LaCombe
(François Truffaut)

(1932-1984)

J. Allen Hynek
(1910-1986)

Jacques Vallée
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Whitley Strieber
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Religion

Marianne Williamson
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Marianne Williamson

Marianne Williamson
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Betty J. Eadie

Betty J. Eadie
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Betty J. Eadie

James Allen
(1864-1912)
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James Allen
(1864-1912)

 Prov. 23:7 
For as a man 

thinketh in his 
heart, so is he." 

 Prov. 23:7 
For as he thinks in 
his heart, so is he. 
"Eat and drink!" he

says to you, But 
his heart is not 

with you." 
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 Prov. 23:6 - 8 
Do not eat the bread of a miser, Nor 

desire his delicacies; For as he 
thinks in his heart, so is he. "Eat and 
drink!" he says to you, But his heart 

is not with you.  The morsel you 
have eaten, you will vomit up, And 

waste your pleasant words.  

Levi H. Dowling
(1844-1911)
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Emmet Fox
(1886-1951)

Joseph Campbell
(1904-1987)
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Joseph Campbell
(1904-1987)

Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)
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Co-workers on ACIM

William Thetford 
(1923-1988)

Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)

Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)
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Kerry Livgren Dave Hope

Robbie Steinhardt 

Richard Williams
Phil Ehart

Steve Walsh
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"The possibility of such a transformation has 
been the central message of the great wisdom 
teachings of humankind. The messengers—
Buddha, Jesus, and others, not all of them 

known—were humanity's early flowers. They 
were precursors, rare and precious beings. A 

widespread flowering was not yet possible at that 
time, and their message became largely 

misunderstood and often greatly distorted."
[Echart Tolle, A New Earth: Awakening to Your Life's Purpose (New York: Penguin, 2005), 6] 
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"Do not think that I came 
to bring peace on earth. 
I did not come to bring 

peace but a sword."
Matthew 10:34  
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Core Beliefs 
vs. 

Peripheral Beliefs
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Love your neighbor.

Do not murder.

Honor your 
parents and 

elders.

Be fair. Do not lie.

Nurture children.

Do not steal.

Does God exist?
What is God like?

Who is Jesus?
Is there life after death?

How does one gain 
eternal life?

Sarah Young
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https://ses.edu/jesus-calling-by-sarah-young-a-false-jesus/https://ses.edu/jesus-calling-by-sarah-young-a-false-jesus/

Manly P. Hall
(1901-1990)
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Manly P. Hall
(1901-1990)

Manly P. Hall
(1901-1990)



141

Manly P. Hall
(1901-1990)
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Marshall Applewhite
(1931-1997)
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"Now may the Lord of 
peace Himself give you 
peace always in every 
way. The Lord be with 

you all."
2 Thess. 3:16


