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Definition of Evil in the
y CoNversation '
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1,‘ ‘~Natural Evil-<

Unwarranted, pain, suffering, and
death that is not caused by any
conscious agent.
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If God created all things'and
evil is something,
then God created evil.

If God did not create evil,
then it would seem either:

evil is unreal
or
evil is notia, thing.
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28 Augustine

on EVilFas

" Privation

Augustine
(354-430)

Augustine
(354-430)

I EE S &
difference
between:
being nothing
(unreal)
and
not being a thing:
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Augustineranguee
that evillis realibu
IS' netiathing?

| Rathen itfistais
| privation o allack

Augustine in thlngS

(354-430)

 pousLenay IMAGE BOOK

Augustine
(854-430)

AN IMAGE BOOK ORIGINAL
[ COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED
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e evillis
only. the
privation

offa good

[AliguistineS€ontessionsiIll; 7, 812 transSIohn
KERyani (NewAYork:Doubleday, 1960)¥85

Au g ustl ne b ¥ ‘;‘ & _‘, maltuminoniesse: nisiiprivationem bonii]
(354-430)

“Evil'is simply a
privation of something
which a subject is
er]l_titled by its origin to
possess and which it
ought to have.”

[tS-umma;Lébntra Gentiles) |57 §2 trans. Vernon J. Bourke (Notre Dame: University
lofiNotielbamelRiessi975) Rt 48]

' ‘n‘% M: 3 _.._‘;T._:,'j’; s : a
" ThomasAguinas
(1225:1274)




Blindness ls the
privation of slight.

But blindness iis not @
thing n iKself.

it is not blind because
it "ought” not be able
fo see.

Different
S of Evil
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The Logical
Problem of Evil

the logical problem of evil is
notion that the propositions

“God exists”
and
“Evil exists’
are logically incompatible
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With very few exceptions,
the consensus among
contemporary philosophers
Is that there Is no logical
problem of evil.

The Pastoral
Problem of Evil

10
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The pastoral problem of evil
address the emotional and
practical ways of managing
the personal experience of
suffering in one’'s life.

The Philosophical
Problem of Evil
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The Philosophical /
Inductive /
Probabilistic /
Evidential / Moral
Problem of Evil

Ty T AT 7T T TN

formulating the ||
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& Premise 1 =

If God is all good (omnibenevolent),
He would prevent evil.

& Premise 2 <

If God is all powerful (omnipotent),
He could prevent evil.
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& Premise 3 <

If God knew in advance that creation
would fall into sin He would have
either:

left well enough - taken stepsito
alone and not prevent the
created In the occurrence
first place of euwvil
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& Premise 4 <

There.is evil, I.e. evil
is not prevented.

& Conclusions <

Either evil does not exist
or God is not all-good
or God is not all-powerful (or.both)
or God is not all-knowing
or God does not exist.
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& Conclusions =

Either evil does not exist
or God is not all-good
or God is not all-powerful (or.both)
or God is not.all-knowing
or God does not exist.
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Evil does not exist.
God is not all-good.
God is not all-powerful.
God is not all-knowing:

God does not exist.

Evil does
not exist.
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A COURSE IN MIRACLES

Marianne Williamson

Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)
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LIVING M[RACL% HOME TEACHERS EVENTS ACIMGROUPS CONTACT

Welcome to the Living Miracles South Africa Community

David Hoffmeister and the Messengers held a series of deeply inspiring and
healing discussion evenings, gatherings and retreats around South Africa in
December last year, a tour that gave rise to the desire for more such events to
spread the teachings of A Course in Miracles throughout South Africa. We have
invited them to return, so watch this space for details or sign up to our mailing
list. To help you to keep living miracles in the mean time, you can find out about
Course discussion sessions and retreats being held throughout South Africa and
access helpful resources through this site.

Stay Updated

Enter your email address to get
updates from us.

I
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Greek Polythelsm held
that there were both good f
and, eV|I gods anda
,Aexplalned ewLm;the world
by~ tI?e eV|I among
o athe gods

God /s not
all-powertul.
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When

Bad Things

Happen to
Good People

HAROLD S.
KUSHNER

God /s not
all-knowing.
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God does
notexi/st.

Popular Atheism

—
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Dan Barker
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The New Atheism

Richard Dawkins _ Christopher Hitchens ,
Sam Harris (1949-2011) Daniel®Dennett

T

~ (1932-2015)

[ 4 S \
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The Free
Will Defense
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AN C. PLANTINGA

DIVINE WILL,
AND HUMAN
CHOICE
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RICHARD A. MULLER
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The Natural
Order Defense
of C. Sslewis
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C. S Lewis l

(1898-1963) €5 LEWIS

"Fixed laws,
consequences
unfoldmg by causal

C.S. lLewis l Wthh any such life"is
(1898-1963) Jo Lo XX] o] [F
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"Try to exclude the
possibility,of;
suffering which the

findlithat'you have
exluge'?‘é*'itse,lf ©

\ifihelRroblem ofiRain '(ﬁ'ondon:‘*"l:he CentenapiRiesss

te46). 22

C. S. Lewis l
(1898-1963)

C. S. Lewis's
Natural Order Defense

> God created humans with
free will.

> The responsible exercise of
free will requires a world of
non-capricious physical
regularities (laws).

C. S Lewis l > These regularities create the
(1898:1963) possibility of natural evil.
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Consideration
of the Afterlife

—~
-

- m -”
Since it is most often tﬁefﬁfh‘l’iw
who is challengedawith theyproblem
oflevil it behooﬂ/% g’h‘ristian to
ontire

a0 cull.fromithele Christian

world view in responding.
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——

> In'the constmmation’c of hlsw
all will.be good.

> AII moral googs

» All moral evils will'be punished.
(which is good)

“While it might be
easy to imagine what
we would do if we
had God's power, it
is impossible to
know what we would
do if we had God's _
knowledge." Dolig,Geivett

e
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Since God has not explicitly revealed in His
word why:Herhas allowed evil, we can only,. =
speculatelaboutihow/to reconcile =8

. evil within God.s creation.
_—

_—
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Our speculation should be informed and
constrained.by,what God has ;
revealediaboutiHimself:

“**through creation¥(General Revelationiandisssss
Natural Theology).and —

S

< throtgh*Scripture.(Special Revelationlandssssy

Systematic Theology). S

As for Special Revelation, Scripture
unequivocallyiaffirmsithe goodness: of God‘

34
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Oo Nah‘qm 1:7 <

The LORD is goyd, A stronghold in
the day of trouble; And He knows
those who trust in Him.

s 1 Chronﬁles 16:34 <~

Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good! For His mercy
endures forever.

A
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O Psal{,rP”25:8 o)

Good and uprig\ht is the LORD;
Therefore, He teaches sinners
in the way.

Oo Psalqr’\ 34:8 <

Oh, taste and se/e\ that the LORD is
good; Blessed is the man
who trusts in Him!

36
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O PsalrMOO 5 <

For the LORD is good; His mercy
is everlasting, And His truth
endures to all generations.

Of course, this observation is not exclusive

- toth e-GlassicaI position.
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As for General Revelation, the Classical
position putsigreat emphas:s on

Natural Theology: is that body of knowledge
about Godssiexistenceiand attributes that
can’beracquiredibyshtiman reason as, it
carefully attends.itselfito God's revelatlon
() Hlmself in Creation.
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l >,
Hoksincelthelcieationof the
worldpHisfinyisible,attributes are
clearly¥seer¥being vunderstood, by

thegthings thudase made, even His

eternalypowerandiGodlicady ™
-
' Rom™1:20a

-A \

WlhelClassical tradition maintains.can
God's attributesican be rationally =
demonstrated.

Unfortunately for me (but perhaps
fortunately for you) we do notthave the
time for this demonstration here.

One can find such a demonstration in
Thomas Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae.
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iheirationally' demonstrableibody,
of knowledge about God’s &
existenceland attributes'is known
asiNatural Theology:

Included among those attributes
are God's infinite.goodness an
omnipotence.

We know. Godlis!all'good and all
powerful even'when we' cannot
demonstrate the connection
between specific evilstin the
world and the specific goods'that
God might produce from them.

6/22/2025
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EGood belongs
pre-eminently
to God."

S
1 L ol <’
'\ ~Thomas'/Aguinas
(1225=1274)

"For the OmnipotentiGod!
whom even thelheathen,
acknowledge asithelStpreme
Power over'allwouldinot
allow any: evillinthisAWorks}
unless in his' emnipotence
and goodness;tasithel
Supreme Good, helisiablelto;
bring forth good. outiofievil’

& [Augustine, Enchiridionion. Faith) (HopelandlLove Sk ttans
C. Outler, p. 5, available at
A t % 8 http://www.saintsbooks'net/books/St/e20AUgustineys203
ugus Ine i ' %20Enchiridion%200n%20Eaith;%20Hopei?s20ands20fevelpdf!

(354-430) accessed 06/19/25]
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GASYAUgustine says 'Since God
thethighest good, He would
notiallow/any: evil in his works,
unless'His omnipotence and
goodness were such as to
bringlgood even out of evil.'
mhistis part of the infinite 9"}
goodness of God, that He ' ‘ _
Should:allow: evil to exist, and ;i - A §1
outioflit produce good." N kqumas
(5731 e ] (1225:1274)

Coneclusion

42



6/22/2025

In the contemporary
discussion, evil is commonly
distinguished as natural evil

and moral evil:

In the Classical tradition, while
not rejecting this distinction,
goes on to define evil, not'as a
thing in itself, but as a
privation of goodness
in_things:
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Solutions to the problem of
evil seek to address both,the
contemporary discussion
and the Classical tradition.

Some approaches to the
problem of evil are
incompatible with

Evangelical Christianity.
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There are approach to the
problem of evil that are
compatible with biblical

Christianity broadly considered
and with Classical Christing
theism _more narrowly.

225 i UIH|
]
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A New Way to Think About the Question

If God,
Why Evil?

NORMAN L.
GEISLER

St.Thomas Aquinas

TRANSLATED B8Y

JOHN A. OESTERLE Avo ‘,3'Th0ma§$’Aa‘l‘Jih’a‘S
JEAN T. OESTERLE ‘ (1‘2_25‘__%'74) |
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AND INTRODUCED BY
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Aquinas
and the Cry
of Rachel

John F. X.Knasas
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