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In contemporary philosophy,
evil usually has to do with
pain, suffering, and death.
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This definition of evil in

contemporary philosophy
differs from the definition of

evil in the Classical /
Scholastic (i.e., Aristotelian /
Thomistic) tradition.

two arguments
far the
nonexistence
of Cod

Nonbelief
= SEVIL
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“To formulate the
argument from evil
in the strongest
possible way, it
seems tormelthat it
would suffice to take
‘evil’ to refer just to
suffering and
premature death."

[Nonbelief and Evil: Two Arguments for the
Nonexistence of God, (Amherst: Prometheus, 1998),
27]
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One of the most common
distinctions contemporary
philosophers make regarding
evil is between
natural evil and moral evil.
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ocNatural Evilee
Unwarranted, pain, suffering, and

death that is not caused by any
conscious agent.
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"The existence of
evil is the most
fundamental threat
to the traditional
Western concept of
an all-geod, all-
powerful God.

"Both natural evil,
the suffering that
occurs as a result of
physical
phenomena, and
moral evil, the
suffering resulting
from human actions,
comprise the

problem of euvil.

Andrea M. Weisberger

Andrea M. Weisberger
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"If evil'cannot be
accounted for, then
belief in the
traditional Western
concept of God is
abstrd."

[Andrea M. Weisberger, "The Argument from Evil," in
The Cambridge Companion to Atheism, (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2007), 166, emphasis in

Andrea M. Weisberger
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If God did not create evil,
then it would seem either:

evil is unreal
or
evil is pEka Ynling.

Augustiine
on Evil“as
Privaiion

Augustine
(854-430)

7/23/2025
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Therelisra
difference
between:
being nothing
(Unreal)
St o and
Augustine: S not being a thing:

(354-430)

Augustineranguee

that evillist realius

IS' et atthing?

. Rather,itiisia
. privation or a'lack
Augustine 2 in thlngS

(354-430)
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Augustine
(854-430)

Augustine
(854-430)

 pousLenay IMAGE BOOK

Jobn K. Ryan

AN IMAGE BOOK ORIGINAL
COMPLETE AND UNABRIDGED

e evillis
only. the

privation

offa good

[AugustineNConfessions |7, 8125 transKIohn
KSERyani(NewAYork:Doubleday: 1960)¥85"
maluminoniesse! nisitprivationem bonii]
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“Now: evil is in a
substance because
something which it

wasroriginally to have,
and which it ought to
have is lacking in it.”

IStmmalContralGentilesylily 65 §1]

“Evil is simply a
privation of something
which a subject is
entitled by its origin to
possess and which it
ought to have.”

EStmmal @on(aj{{aéntiles, III;37:§2, trans. Vernon J. Bourke (Notre Dame: University
eiNcticlDamelRiess K1975) Rt 48]
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“Evil is the

absence of the
good, which is
natural and due to

[Summaliheologiae AN @49} art )]

vEvil:cannot exist by
itself; since it has no
essence... Therefore,
evil must be in a
subject.”

IStmmalcontialGentilesy Iy 41, §2]

14



Note that there is a
difference between a
privation and a negation.

A negation is the mere
absence or removal of
something.

A privation is the absence or
removal of something that
“ought’ to be there.

7/23/2025
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Blindness ¢ the
clsplecement of sight.
But blindness s not a

thing (n Kself.

it is not blind because
it "ought” not be able
fo see.

Different
S of Evil

7/23/2025
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The Logical
Problem of Evil

the logical problem of evil is
notion that the propositions

“God exists”
and
“Evil exists’
are logically incompatible

17
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JAMES . STERBA  Jt-

“Evil is a problem for
PHILOSOPHICAL the theist in that a
SRR contradiction is
A involved in the fact of
T T evil on the one hand

the fact of evil on the one hand, and the belief i I.hevmnrpn(nlo:
lndpa'ﬁchunufﬁodunul other. Goﬂe-nmbebomulpuwﬁu.lmd ~ 5

pecfectly good if evil is real. This contradiction is well set out in ite detail

by Mackie in his discussion of the problem.* Znhndmnnbhchn-!ﬂ an e e ’e ’n e
to show that this contradiction cannot be resolved in terms of man's free

will. In arguing in this way Mackie neglects a large number of impartant
points, and concedes far too much to the theist. He implicitly allows that
whilst physical evil creates a problem, this problem is reducible to the

[

e omnipotence and

of the problem of evil turns on the compatibility of free will and absolute

goodness. In fact physical evils create a mumber of distinet problems which

are not reducible to the problem of moral evil. Further, the propossd soh- t. f

by Mackie. Maral evil can be shown to remsin a problem whether or not ”

free il i compatible with abeolute goodness. T therefore propose in this
paper 1o reopen the discussion of the problem of evil”, by approaching -
it from & more general standpoint, examining a wider variety of solutions

ﬁnnuumeumnhmdh Mackie and his eritics.
1 Bvil asd Omaipotence *, Mind, 1955,

[FH=J" McCloskey, "God and Evil," The Philosophical Quarterly 10, no. 39
(April 1960): 97-114]
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O ?K Richard Carrier

" > Blogs

ABOUT GET BOOKS TAKE CLASSES HOW TO HELP BOOKING DR. CARRIER

Is a Good God Logically Search This Blog

EY RICHARD CARRIER 019 6 COMMENTS SEARCH HERE

Philosopher James Sterba just came out with a book of that title, arguing for the conclusion that a
good God is logically impossible, given present observations. At the same time, Michael Shermer
and Brian Huffling published in Skeptic Magazine a closing exchange in reaction to their debate on Follsiw Richard Carriar’s Work

the same question. & Announcements

Both are very interesting reads; Sterba's even quite useful, if you want to hone your ability to
i i ith oo fotbha tactice dalucional

cauooant feonn Cuil poob bha dicmi

£ i

'Soas clever and
vseful [ 'find Sterba’s
argument to be, | don't

See it providing a
legical proof of the
Impoessibility of a good
God."

19
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ATHEISM

MICHAEL MARTIN

"The deductive argument
from evil claims'that there
IS a contradiction inherent
in affirming both the
existence of an
omnipotent, @mniscient,
and wholly good God and
the existence of euvil.

[Weisberger, "Argument,” Cambridge Companion, 167]

Andrea M. Weisberger

Andrea M. Weisberger

7/23/2025
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The basic intuition of the
inconsistency'involved in
the problem of evil is
captured by the following
formulation, from Michael
Martin:

1. God is all-powerful.

2. God is all good.

3. Evil exists in great abundance.

[Weisberger, "Argument," Cambridge. Companion, 166]

Most philosophers today
agree that ... surely no
direct contradiction is
generated by the three
premises, without the
addition of‘qualifying
Statements."

[Weisberger, "Argument,” Cambridge Companion, 167]

Andrea M. Weisberger

Andrea M. Weisberger

7/23/2025
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J.L.Mackie

THE
MIRACLE
OF
THEISM

Arguments for
and against the
Existence of

God

"We canlqoncede
that the problem of
evil does not, after

all, show that the

central doctrines
of'theism are

logically
inconsistent with
one another.”

[The Miracle of Theism, (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1982), 154]

7/23/2025
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ATHEI-SM

A Philosophical Justification

s

MICHAEL MARTIN

“Because of the
failure of deductive
arguments from evil,
atheologians have
developed inductive
or probabilistic
arguments from evil
for the nonexistence
of God.*

[Atheism: A Philosophical Justification, (Philadelphia:

Temple University, Press, 1990), 335]

Mic'rpael Martin
({932-2015)

Mic’ipael Martin
(@932-2015)

7/23/2025
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The Pastoral
(Existential)
Problem of Evil

The pastoral problem of evil
address the emotional and
practical ways of managing
the personal experience of
suffering in one’s life.

24
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The Philosophical /
Inductive /
Probabilistic /
Evidential / Moral
Problem of Evil

* #‘f o !
ff H/s fo/*/ca/ A’oafs»
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DIALOGUES
CONCERNING
NATURAL
RELIGION

David Hume
(1711-1776)

GREAT BOOKS IN PHILOSOPHY

Rhilo: “Epicurusiold

questions: are'yet

unanswered: Is he

willing to prevent

evil, but not able?

thenlis'helimpotent.

Isthelable; but not

willing 2 thenlis'he

malevolent: Is he

bothlable'and

willing? whence then s

isievil2* &
[Dialogues:ConcerningtNatural:Religion: DaVId H u me
(AmherstiPrometheus'Books; 1989);184] (1 711-1 77;46)

26
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“God, [Epicurus] says,
either wishesito take
away evils;and is
unable; or He.is able,
and is unwilling; or He
is neither willing nor
able, or He.is both
willing and able.

27



“If He'istwilling'and is
unable, He'is feeble,
whichlis not in
accordance with the
character of God; if He
is able and unwilling,
He is envious, wWhich is
equally;at variance with
God;

“If He'is both'willing
and able, which alone
is suitable'to'God, from
what source then are

evils? or why/does He
not remove them?”

[Lactantius, On the Anger: of God, X1V,
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0703:htm, accessed 06/19/23]

7/23/2025

28



It would'seem that
Lactantius was
mistakenlin attributing
this quote or sentiment
to Epicurus.

7/23/2025
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& Premise 1 =

If God is all good (omnibenevolent),
He would prevent evil.

&> Premise 2 <

If God is all powerful (omnipotent),
He could prevent evil.
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& Premise 3 =

If God knew in advance that creation
would fall into sin He would have
either:

- 4 -

left well enough . takeni steps: to ﬂ

alone and not prevent the
created In the occurrence
first place of euwvil
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& Premise 4 <

There is evil, I.e. evil
is not prevented.

& Conclusions =

Either evil does not exist
or God is not all-good
or God is not all-powerful (or.both)
or God is not all-knowing
or God does not exist

32
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& Conclusions =

Either evil does not exist
or God is not all-good
or God is not all-powerful (or both)
or God is not all-knowing
or God does not exist

33
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Evil does not exist.
God is not all-good.
God is not all-powerful.
God is not all-knowing.

God does not exist.

Evil does
not exi/st.

34
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Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)

The escape is brought about by your
acceptance of the Atonement, which enables you to realize that
your errors never really occurred.

Helen Schucman
(1909-1981)

35
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THE PHEMOMEMNAL #1 BESTSELLER
n I
RET URN
- A . i
T O

LOYVE

RaHections on the F'finciph.-:. of

A COURSE IN MIRACLES

Marianne Williamson

A COURSE IN MIRACLES

A unique, universal, self-study spiritual thought system that teaches
that the way to Love and Inner Peace is through Forgiveness.

25 CLICKHERE Y

Welcome! Here you can learn about A Course in Miracles and its origins,
purchase the Course and its 25 translations, explore ACIM mobile apps and ebooks,
study your daily lesson FREE online and meet the translators.

Enter search term

Search this Site

» About ACIM

P The Scribing of
ACIM

P About the Publisher

Ken Wapnick
Memorial
William Whitson
Memorial

» The Translation
Program

» Online Lessons

P Online Store
Download Mail-In
Order Form
Student Resources
Join Mailing List

P Subscribe to Weekly
Thought
ACIM

FHiiHI R

Hll=

TR ACLES

BINED ue

n FOR UER PEACE

FOUNDATIO!

BullMFICHE

Home NEW!

» Semi-Centennial Mouse over the flags to see ACIM translations. : Read the daily
Celebration Click any flag and purchasing info will open in new window. Workbook
Welcome English lessons in Italian and
The Course around Dutch,
the World now available online for
What's New?

» Donate along with the French,

» ACIM Digital German, Portuguese
Editions

and Spanish

(NOTE: The above links will open in
a new window and send you toa
new website.)

NEW:
USB Drive with
ACIM MP3 Audio

B

This ACIM MP3-USB drive
contains the complete audio of
the Course. It will work through
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”Luxup_ Startanewgroup | En9Vsh 7| Lo

A Course In Miracles Meetups in Atlanta

Here's a look at some A Course In Miracles
Meetups happening near Atlanta.

: ! s v _ A Course in Miracles Study
A Course in Miracles in iCourse in‘Miracles Study § Group Meetup-
Group - Suwanee Marietta/Roswell
6 We're 50 Members

A Course In Miracles - Venice
Fl

We're 24 Members @

LIVING MIRAC% HOME TEACHERS EVENTS ACIMGROUPS CONTACT
=

Welcome to the Living Miracles South Africa Community Stay Updated

David Hoffmeister and the Messengers held a series of deeply inspiring and Enter your email address to get
healing discussion evenings, gatherings and retreats around South Africa in updates from us.

December last year, a tour that gave rise to the desire for more such events to

spread the teachings of A Course in Miracles throughout South Africa. We have _ m
invited them to return, so watch this space for details or sign up to our mailing

list. To help you to keep living miracles in the mean time, you can find out about

Course discussion sessions and retreats being held throughout South Africa and

access helpful resources through this site.

7/23/2025
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spread the teachings of A Course in Miracles throughout South Africa.

7/23/2025
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4. MEANING OF THE DEATH ON THE CROSS
the Son of Man did not offer himself
as a sacrifice to appease the wrath of God and to open the way for sinful man

to obtain salvation;

Neither was the Master’s death on
the cross a sacrifice which consisted in an effort to pay God a debt which the racé
of mankind had come to owe him.

THE URANTIA BOOK FELLOWSHIP

EXPANDING SPIRITUAL AWARENESS

Home ~ The Urantia Book Discover Study Reader Resources About Us Store Donate Search

‘ Comhunify and Fellowship

A worldwide f: 7‘: y of truth seekers from every religion, race, and country.-

Calendar About Us ‘ Community

Forum Picnic in the 40's

"Loyal persons are growing persons, and growth is an impressive and inspiring
"In preaching the gospel of the kingdom, you are simply teaching friendship
with God."

7/23/2025
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ONE OF SEVERAL POSSIBLE MVSICS
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Jeff Pollard

Elder - Mt Zion Bible Church

7/23/2025
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God /s not
all-good.

Greek Polyth'elsr'hj D,

held that t‘i}ere (yyere both goo4and
2 ;‘, evil'gods,« ) N\
drA‘E } q& \ ao,ﬁff;éér,_,y..«
explained-evil'in the v%orld by ‘the evil
far'nong the .gods

- Sy

7/23/2025
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"The chief characteristic
... is a consistentidualism
which rejectsiany,
possibility of tracingithe
origin of good andleVilito

one and the same source!

7/23/2025
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Manicheanism

"Evil stands’asial
completely independent

principle against Good
and redemption fromjthe’
power of Evil isitolbe
achieved by recognizing
this dualism'ands
following the appropuiate
rules of life:

p—

Al

: !iﬁik 1 ‘fffggi
o || Mt )
\OA | (16,2787

Manicheanism

"The opposition/ofiGod
and Matter is seenlinithe;
realm of naturelasithe
conflict of Lightiand
Darkness, Truthfand
Error.*

[R. McL. Wilson, "Mani and Manichaeism*inRaul Edwards',—:,:ed., e’
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 8ivols. (New:YorksMacmillan! Rylishing
The Free Press; London: Collier Macmillan; 1961)855149]

7/23/2025

48



7/23/2025

God is not
all-powerful.

A PLURALISTIC UNIVERSE

WILLIAM JAMES

INTRODUCTION BY HENRY SAMUEL LEVINSON

49
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"The line of least
resistance, then, as it
seems to me, both in

theology and in

philosophy, is to accept,
along with the
superhuman
consciousness, the notion
that it is not all-embracing,
the notion, in other words,
that there is a God, but
that he is finite, either in
power or in knowledge, or
in both at once.”

[A Pluralistic Universe, Lecture VIII, Conclusions]

When
Bad Things

Happen to
Good People

THE INSPIRATIONAL #1 BESTSELLER
OVER 4 MILLION COPIES SOLD

HAROLD S.
KUSHNER

50
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ilb@@ﬂhmm

freedom Even God

evil can do”

[Harold S. Kushner, When Bad Things Happen to
Good People, pp. 134, 43, cited in Norman L. Geisler
and William D. Watkins, Worlds Apart: A Handbook
on World Views, 2™ ed. (Eugene: Wipf and Stock,
2003), 203]

God /s not
all-knowing.

51
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Process
and Reality

CORRECTED EDITION

/ e
Alfred. Nerith Whitehead e
> (1362?5'1947')6 i Alfred North Whitehead

9 Edited by David Ray Griffin
and Donald W. Sherburne

Process
and Reality

Alfred, Nenth Whitehead e s o e
(1 861 947) Alfred North Whitehead
Edited by David Ray Griffin
and Donald W. Sherburne

’
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Charles
I lartshorne

Charles Hartgmorne
(1/8'97-200@)

Charles
I lartshorne

1cological
‘l lS‘ﬂk(‘S Charles'Hartshorne
(1/597-20515'5

Aulheology,
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Does L..ul evers L|z||.§|-;i- mis mind?

GOD

oF THE POSSIBLE

A
BisLiTAL
INTRODUCTION
TE THE
OFEN WIEW

GREGORY A. BOYD

authar of best-selling Letters from o shepaic

Does L..ul evers L|z||.§|-;i- mis mind?

)()ss',h

BLICAL
INTRODUCTION

GREGORY A. BOYD

authar of best-selling Lertecs fiom o shepiic

Gregory,

AzBoyd
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"The fifth practical
difference that the
open view makes
concerns our
understanding and
response to the
problem of evil. ...

[God of the Possible: A Biblical Introduction to the.
Open View. of God (Grand Rapids: Baker Books,
2000), 98]

"My agnostic
father ... asked me
why God would
allow Adolf Hitler
to be born if he
foreknew that this
man would
massacre millions
of Jews. ...

7/23/2025
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"The only
response | could
offer then, and the
only response |
continue to offer
now is that this
was not foreknown
as a certainty at
the time God

created Hitler." Gregory A Boyd™
[God of the Possible, 98] '

‘a ‘

-

Cpen Iheisin @@nf@@é’

F PDevesm &

\

56



7/23/2025

‘In Fairness to

Hartshorne and BJ”“yd §

» They:claim to hold to the doctrme of God's
omniscience. - _

> Butthey would maintain a different d'efi't;iti@'n
of'omgiscier?ice' than the Classical theést. -

> Theyawould claim that propositions about th:g !

future’are unknowable. ' 1

In Fairness to
Hartshorne and B"yd 2

> Thus)in their. estimation, God'is ommsc:ent"

because God'knows everything,that cyn be
gwown but God does not know!the future
b

ecause,ﬁ(m their view) the future’is not

s A AL
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God does
not ex/st.

Popular Atheism

—

¥ L7
Dan Barker l %l

k

. - .-‘ —??\ ; ‘.‘ ;

Y " Vi John LofifUs S8

Ge.gpgie;,_gmifhﬁ ., N A |
.\

A
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The New Atheism

Richard Dawkins _ Christopher Hitchens ,
Sam Harris (1949-2011) Daniel®Dennett

T

~ (1932-2015)

[ 4 S \
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The Free
Will Defense

7/23/2025
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AN C. PLANTINGA

DIVINE WILL,
AND HUMAN
CHOICE

nnlmu ]\ sity
E | Mo ||| \

RICHARD A. MULLER
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The Natural
Order Defense
of C. S. Lewis

7/2
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C. S. Lewis's
Natural Order Defense

> God created humans with
free will.

> The responsible exercise of
free will requires a world of
non-capricious physical
reqularities (laws).

» These regularities create the

G Sl O possibility of natural evil.

(1898-1963)

Consideration
of the Afterlife

63



‘ ‘
ost often t‘Ibefoliris-tian

Since itis m
who is challengedawith tg.e‘problem

of ’é"vil, it behooyveEesithe ghristian to
2 cull.fromithelentire’Christian
world view in responding.

7/23/2025
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> Inthe consdnmmation of hisw
all will,be good. -

> Alllmoral goodspwill beﬁwarded.
‘__(which_is good)

» All moral evils will'be punished.
(which is good)
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“While it might be
easy to imagine what
we would do if we
had God's power, it
is impossible to
know what we would
do if we had God's
knowledge."

7/23/2025
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Since God has not explicitly revealed in His
word whyiHe hasiallowed: evil, we.can only,
speculatefaboutihowatelreconcile evil withins s

=0

-~ creation with God.as the Creator:

_—
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Our speculation should be informed and
constrained:by; what God has revealed :

“**through creation¥(General Revelationiandisssss

Natural Theology).and -
M—"

< ‘throtgh*Scripture.(Special Revelatlon nlandesssss
Systematic Theology)

As for Special Revelation, Scripture
unequivocallyiaffirmsithe goodness: of God‘
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Oo Nah‘qm 1:7 <

The LORD is goyd, A stronghold in
the day of trouble; And He knows
those who trust in Him.

s 1 Chronﬁles 16:34 <~

Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good! For His mercy
endures forever.

A
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O Psal{,rP”25:8 o)

Good and uprig\ht is the LORD;
Therefore, He teaches sinners
in the way.

Oo Psalqr’\ 34:8 <

Oh, taste and se/e\ that the LORD is
good; Blessed is the man
who trusts in Him!
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O PsalrMOO 5 <

For the LORD is good; His mercy
is everlasting, And His truth
endures to all generations.

Of course, this observation is not exclusive
_ toithexThomistposition.
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As for General Revelation, Thomists put
great emphasision.Natural Theology: -

Natural Theology: is that body of knowledge
about Godssiexistenceiand attributes that
can'beracquiredibyshtiman reason asi it
carefully attendsiitselfsto God's revelation

of.Himselfin Creation. ™
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o a
of't%

oRlsinece df@ creation
world¥Eistinyvisible,attributes are
clearly¥seengberngiunderstood by
thejthings thagaie madeXeven His
eternalpowerlandiGodlicudy®

Rom™1:20a

) o 2D |

74



The Classical tradition as exemplified in the
philosophy.ofiThomasiAquinas maintains
caniGodistattributesican be rationally.

demonstrated. B
e —— _— | em——
One can findithexrmost.direct demonstration

Lin Thomas ‘Aquinas’s Summa'
s Q6.

Theologlae |, QB —

“’ *"-'ﬁ.-—» |

Included among those attributes are God's
infinite.goodness an omnipotence.

| ’ R
The metaphysics¥seeksito'show. that Godlis®

\alligood and-all:poweriful even whenﬁmg___

cannot demonstrate’the connection be between
specific,evils inithe'world and.theispecific®™ ™

*5:———'
goods that God mlght produce  from:them.

“ *"-'ﬁ.-—» e
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EGood belongs
pre-eminently
to God."

S
1 L ol <’
'\ ~Thomas'/Aguinas
(1225=1274)

"For the OmnipotentiGod!
whom even thelheathen,
acknowledge asithelStpreme
Power over'allwouldinot
allow any: evillinthisAWorks}
unless in his' emnipotence
and goodness;tasithel
Supreme Good, helisiablelto;
bring forth good. outiofievil’

& [Augustine, Enchiridionion. Faith) (HopelandlLove Sk ttans
C. Outler, p. 5, available at
A t % 8 http://www.saintsbooks'net/books/St/e20AUgustineys203
ugus Ine i ' %20Enchiridion%200n%20Eaith;%20Hopei?s20ands20fevelpdf!

(354-430) accessed 06/19/25]
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EASYAugustine says 'Since God
lisitherhighest good, He would
notiallow/any: evil in his works,
unless' His omnipotence and
goodness were such as to
bringlgood even out of evil.'
Thistis part of the infinite
goodness of God, that He

shouldiallow evil to exist, and ¥ e

v i ” 5 i
loutiofiit produce good. N ;& qUinas
b (1225:1274)
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A New Way to Think About the Question

If God,
Why Evil?

NORMAN L.
GEISLER

St.Thomas Aquinas

TRANSLATED B8Y

JOHN A. OESTERLE Avo ‘,3'Th0ma§$’Aa‘l‘Jih’a‘S
JEAN T. OESTERLE ‘ (1‘2_25‘__%'74) |
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AND INTRODUCED BY
IAN DAVIES
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Aquinas
and the Cry
of Rachel

John F. X.Knasas
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