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| Relativism about "X"
~ means that "X" or our
s knowledge of "X" is
different for (i.e., relative
to) different people.

_

Another word for ‘relative’

or relativism® one might
Yhear is 'subjective’ or
" ‘subjectivism’".

A’
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The opposite of subjective
‘ Is objective.
For something to be

objective means that it is

the same for everyone.
o

Not all subjectivism is bad.

‘.Some subjectivism is
wcompletely normal.

A’
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I\ Granted, no one would say

» “That's your truth that
brussels sprouts taste good,
it's not my truth!™
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Q@ather, one would likely say

"Brussels sprouts taste bad
. to me."”

I Clearly then, some things
s can be one way to one
person and another way to

another person.
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. Butwhat about those
\ instances where

‘"That S your truth

=.not my truth’
is wrong?

" Exactly what

-

UELGES
it wrong?
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WSubjective Truth
Y s
Objective Truth
»

Subjective Objective
N. Truth Truth

! !

whenjsomething can when something cannot
legitimately be true for legitimately be true for
one person and not true @ one person and not true
for another for another

P4
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Sub 'ective — The truth or falsity of a claim is

.I with reference to the subject.

) It is dependent upon the subject's
' circumstances or opinion.

dbjeCtive = The truth or falsity of a claim is
-

with reference to the object.
It is not dependent upon the
subject’'s circumstances

Truth or opinion.
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A‘?p 5 2 Subjective

tasty!’ \

A.% a’ragus l

x 3 Objective

i ae il

Sub 'ective — The truth or falsity of a claim is

: ,I with reference to the subject.

" It is dependent upon the subject's
circumstances or opinion.

dijCtive — The truth or falsity of a claim is

.

with reference to the object.
It is not dependent upon the
subject’s circumstances

Truth or opinion.

10
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(John 8: 32)
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| Correspondence
W \. Theory of Truth

A statement is true
when it corresponds to
reality.

”

"To say of whatlisithat
it is not, or'efiwhatlis;
not, that it'is, isifalse}
while to say ofiwhatiis?
that it is and ofiwhatlis;
not, that it'is'notyis

7/22/2025
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it |s ralnlng}un
reality.

Relatl\/lsm & Relatlwsm ; Relatlwsm

"”'- and f . an < San

Truth Knowledge Ft | Knowlcclge Ft L

_,,i?
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e an - - an « - an
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R'elﬁativi sm
& " and

N ¢

Rellglon

Ny
2

Relativism regarding
religion is more often
» referred to as
religious pluralism.
Vo
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Couldiitibe,that all
religionsghasically

CAPY TOww

lead tojthefsame
cld;e.slt-i.ng;ion?

18
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AreiNottAll
Religions the
Same at the Core?

19



Or.is it the case thattother
religions are r%_king
claims that*are

incompatible withithe
claims of Christianity ?

-

SBUDDHISM >

T : .

7/22/2025
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If it is the case that only
Christianity is truejare the
followers of those other
religions eternally lost?

22
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What about these who
sincerely follow, a false
religion and neyver had a
chance’tolhear
the Gospel?

23



When cho@singia,
religion, iistitimorelof
an issue|ofithestrith

of that religig

6};)0
(I/"s
I))

3
%

MylReligion

‘sodislidmore like
cheosing a desired
filavorof'ice cream?

Chocolate Chip
Cookie Dough

7/22/2025
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yojoosianng

Y
o“‘o e"O

ISelt poss:ble for a rellglon {0) be true for Hog,
” 0%

6
-fone person and not true for another or,

does religion deal with facts;?é

25



ConPORIC

TRUE
WWW. ERDSSEXAMINED nns

What about Christianity?

wltproclaims specific truths,
and, thus, obligates certain [DEHES.
> It p&gscribes a way of life,
and, thus, obligates certain [SCIENILES.

P

/
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“I humbly submit that
if all of us in this
room had been born
in Tibet, probably a
lot of us would be
Buddhist. | think the
chance is pretty.
good.

7/22/2025
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"And | also think
we'd hold on to that
Buddhist philosophy:
with all the passion
that some of us
might hold on to our
Christian ideals.™

28
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, €
What if it was true that if you had been

born in Tibet, you'd be a Budd@st?

r
—

-

, €

What if it was true that if you had been
born in Tibet, you'd be a Budd@st’)

Thls- has nothmg to do with
whether Buddhism is true.

»”

29



™
What if it was true that if you had been

born in Tibet, you'd be a Budd@_lst?
. il
This claim'is potentially

- self-refuting.

»_I couldicounter by:saying
that the only reason Dan
Brown believes,what he’]ust
said.is because of where Dan
-
Brown was born.

7/22/2025
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& Genetic Fallacy =
the fallacy. of suggestmg tha *t the

origin of a belief ls,‘relevant to the

issuelof whether the belief is
k4

true or false

+ 8P
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Geocentricism

Gleliocentrism

Mou were probably raised to
believe that the Sun is
Standing étill relative to
the Earth.

32
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in other words, you were

robably raised to believe

lieliocentrism even if you
never heard that word.

L)

33
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-

What éfbc%ut those who were
rais'ed (0 believe,that the'Sun
s moving and'the Earth is
standing still?

34
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“I humbly submit that
if all of us in this room
had been born in the
Amazon jungle,
[o]go) o¥:] 0] VAE: N [0] (o) AVES
would be
Geocentrists. I think:
the chance iIs pretty
good.

"And | also think we’d
hold on to that
Geocentric philosophy.
with all the passion
that some of us might
hold on to our
Heliocentric ideals.™

35
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What about those who were
raised to believe,that the'Sun
is moving and'the Earth is
stg’nding still?

~

36
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Would'we not say that they
were raised with"a'wrong
view. ofjthe Sun and the
Earth?

~

Whatlifionelwas raisedito
' believe that' Buddhism

-

was truez

—

-

37
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,Wis wotldimean'that helwas
raised to have a false
religion.§ 1 i

- |

-~

"How do you
know that your
Christianity is
true and that
Buddhism'is
false?*

38



AreNot'All
Religions the
Same at the Core?
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CorejBeéliefs
VS.
Peripheral Beliefs

i
4 By
R el
T R, ARIN KD
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VOR TNIT L ST XD
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atural Law Th

N’

Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

Honor your Do not steal.
parents and
elders.

i

Be fair. Do not lie. . } nXIANR?

' RACARIN XD

A & Y27 RY ) 2nin 8-
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Pheral BE 8
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Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

Honor your et fie @ed le? Do not steal.
parents and Who fs Jesus?
elders. ’ i
Is {ivere [fie erfer deelih?

cliemell [e?

Do not lie.

aand Hisfory:

‘|

= 7,
\* |s’ror*|0|sm
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[[Themmes A Cless (P18 (Plhilesepliyy of [ismmensuiies, 23]

The notion of relativism with
nespect to history is sometimes
. called historicism.

-

/
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Historicism maintains that one's
~;‘alace in history (situatedness)
Unavoidably and inescapably
prevents one from objective
knowledge about reality.

A’

| One can see the impact of
'mistoricism regarding objective
moral judgments about other
s cultures and objective
Judgments about biblical
interpretation.

A’

45



7/22/2025

[ofi®

IS} every
RheRemeRen must
Within the
o fis [faeYooint is
fio times by,
eelidown, ang,
(o) historicalls
inmanentiys as

Yo g
w ey # ¢
) \ %"
expressive of el il N g .
[Yeantciondin®Einfuliinolinlaiclphilosophischelyermeneuik3dledt(Darmstad il y Y

LlissensehattlichelBuchgesellsehiitiPo i) RNISHasIcitediniihomastAtHowe, ClassiNotes ”e

THE TRUTH OF

HISTORY

C. BEHAN McCULLAGH
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W “Eirst, 'scientists
tell us that our
perceptions are
causedibyithings
in‘thelworld
stimulating our
sense receptors

W ‘4This beingksoy
our perceptions
arejbest
des@ed as
providingrus with
information about
reality, but not
necessarily
mirroring it
precisely. ...

47
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W “Second: olury
perceptions are

influenced by our
culture®... So
our perceptions
of the world are
not pure sense

impressions of it.

™ | “Einallyyour %
perceptions are
influenced by our
S, (MUEEES
and desires.

48
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M “For thesel three
reasons, at least,
it is\wrongito say

thatiour
perceptions
simply
correspond to the
world."

[C. Behan McCullagh. The Truth of History (London:
Routledge, 1997). 17.

They do not necessarily mirror
things precisely.

They are.influenced by our
culture andfselare not pure
sense impressions of it.

They are influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply
correspond to the world."

49



| They do not necessarily mirror
things precisely.

.. They areiinfluenced by our
culturelandjsolareinot pure

I sense impressionsiofit.

.. They are influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say

"\ that our perceptions simply

correspond to the world."
.

7/22/2025

They do not necessarily mirror
things precisely.

They are.influenced by our
culture andfsolare not pure
sense impressions of.it.

They are influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply
correspond to the world."

.

Does McCullagh's

observation about

perceptions mirror
them precisely?

50



1| They do not necessarily mirror
things precisely.
2. They areiinfluenced by our
culturelandjsolareinot pure
I sense impressionsiofit.
3.l They are influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply

- correspond to the world."

1| They do not necessarily mirror
things precisely.
2. They areiinfluenced by our
culturelandjsolareinot pure
I sense impressionsiofit.
3.l They are influenced by our
needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say
that our perceptions simply

- correspond to the world."

7/22/2025

Are McCullagh's
observations about
perceptions
influenced by his
culture?

Are McCullagh's
observations about
perceptions
influenced by his
needs, interests,
and desires,
culture?

51
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Does McCullagh's
conclusion about his
| [ e oy own observations

.. They areiinfluenced by our

culture, an not pure fo I I O W’ to Wi t y th a t

I sense impressionsiofit.

3| Theyareinfluenced by our MCCUIIagh iS Wrong to

needs, interests and desires.

Therefore, "it is wrong to say S ay that h iS

\ that our perceptions simply
\ correspond to the world."

: observations simply
correspond to
the world?

If so, then why
should we believe

1| They do not necessarily mirror
things precisely.

e that anything he

culturelandjsolareinot pure
I sense impressionsiofit.

3.l They are influenced by our S a yS a b O u t

needs, interests and desires.

h , it i t - 5
\ oA e perceptions is
" correspond to the world."

. objectively true?

52
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Alan G. Padgett “

wiisie . Faith and Reason
THREE VIEWS

, sy Steve Wilkens

“Its up toithe interpreter to
providelanew framework of
discourse in which what'was
first written'or spoken can be
fleshed'out. The ‘truth’ of a
text can be discerned in it
deployability within a
particular set of life
circumstances.”
[€arl A Raschke; "Faith and Philosophy in Tension," in Steve

Wilkins; ed., Faith and Philosophy: Three Views (Downers Grove
VP Academic, 2014), 63, emphasis in original]

7/22/2025
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*Its up.toithe interpreter to
providerainew framework of.
discourse'in which whatiwas
first written'or spoken can be
fleshed'out. The ‘truth’ of a
text can be discerned in it
deployability within a
particular set of life
circumstances."”
[Carl A. Raschke, “Faith and Philosophy in Tension," in Steve

Wilkins, ed:, Faith.and Philosophy: Three Views (Downers Grove:
IVP Academic, 2014), 63, emphasis in original]

If "it is up to the interpreter to
provide a new framework of
e meneaa. discourse,” then how are we

providelalnew. framework of.

e anemos . to take the meaning Raschke

eenedeat o natnora. . Was seeking to communicate
text can be discerned in it

deployability within a

Vet e through his statement here?
Pa icular set or lifre

B e o If the interpreter provides a
new framework, then why
should we take Raschke's

statement to be objectively
true?

7/22/2025
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)
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A PRIMER ON |J
POSTMODERNISM |

I
e STANLEY ). GRENZ I

“In contrast to the modern
ideal of the dispassionate
observer, we affirm the
postmodern discovery
that no observer can stand
outside the historical
process. Nor can we gain
universal, culturally
neutral knowledge as
unconditioned specialists.
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

Y P

[ 2

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

7/22/2025

“In contrast to the modern
ideal of the dispassionate
observer, we affirm the
postmodern discovery
that no observer can stand
outside the historical
process. Nor can we gain
universal, culturally
neutral knowledge as
unconditioned specialists.

“In contrast to the modern
ideal of the dispassionate
observer, we affirm the
postmodern discovery
that no observer can stand
outside the historical

process.
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

g
’I

‘?;
] |
" e

"Inicontrast to the modern
ideal of the dispassionate
observer, we affirm the
postmodern discovery
that no observer can stand
outside the historical

process.

"

\\
Stanley J. Grenz I
(1950-2005)

If what Grenz says is true,
then his own statement itself
does not come from an
observer who stands
"outside the historical
process” and, thus, the
statement is not itself
“neutral knowledge” coming
from an "unconditioned
specialist.’

Since this is the case, why.
should we believe that it is
objectively true?

“On the contrary, we are
participants in‘our
historical and cultural
context, and all our
intellectual endeavors are
unavoidably conditioned
by that participation.”

[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]

7/22/2025
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"Onitheicontrary, we are
participants in.our
historical and cultural
context, and all our
intellectual endeavors are
unavoidably conditioned

tha icij Y

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)
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“On the contrary, we are
participants in‘our
historical and cultural
context, and all our
intellectual endeavors are
unavoidably conditioned
by that participation.”

[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]

4 Ififalllourintellectual

endeavorsi are
sunavoidablyiconditioneds
then Grenz'sifownistatement
istitselfszunavoidably,
conditioned:

Butiifthisistatementiis
sunavoidablyiconditioned;s
theyawhyishouldiweltakelit

aslobjectivelyitrue?
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Medium

Truth and Postmodernism

g Dan M. - Follow
Smintesd - Mar 25,2017

Tinitially thought this was a parody of conservative thinking, but on second
reading, Trealized that it was a genuine (albeit likely willful) fack of
understanding of postmodernist thinking. Thus, there are some critiques the

discussants should consider,

First, postmodernism (and epistemology generally) distinguishes between
subjective truths and objective truths. The former are statements about one's
individual experience of the world, while the latter comprise propositions

supported either inductively or deductively.

For example, the colour red contains hoth objective and subjective truths.
Objectively, ‘red’ is the term given to light in the visible spectrum with
wavelengths around 650 nm. However, seeing the colour is a subjective
experience that happens within the brain of each observer. Thus, my

experience of seeing red need not be identical to yours.

The discussants might still object to the existence of subjective truths, saying

“Postmodernism stresses the
distinction between objectivity of
facts, versus objectivity of
knowledge or people. It accepts
the possible existence of facts
outside human context, but
argues that all knowledge is
mediated by an individual and
that the experiences, biases,
beliefs, and identity of that
individual necessarily influence
how they mediate any
knowledge."

[Dan McGee, "Truth and Postmodernism" downloaded from

https://medium.com/@danmcgee/truth-and-postmodernism-
816ea9b3007a, 02/14/25]
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“"Postmodernism stresses the
distinction between objectivity of
facts, versus objectivity of
knowledge or people. It accepts
the possible existence of facts
outside human context, but
argues that all knowledge is

mediated by an individual and
that the experiences, biases,
beliefs, and identity of that
individual necessarily influence
how they mediate any
knowledg:

Reloert [E. Welsloer
(S8 2007)

7/22/2025

”~

If "all knowledge is mediated”
and the individual has "biases"
that "necessarily influence how

they mediate ANY knowledge”

(emphasis added), then this
would be true of Dan McGee
and the knowledge claim he is
making right here.

But if this is true of Dan
McGee's claim here, why
should we take his claim to be
objectively true?

Copyriliine Mo i

TA] hslpfal and thowaugh guidebook” — Pratiswess WEEKLY
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“In the twenty-
first century
world ... theinew.
attitude ... isithat
the uselof reason
and science to
prove o
disprove a fact is
questionable. ...

“This' ... points
... to the
postmodenn
conclusion that
we deal with
‘interpreted
facts.™

[RebertiEx\Webber, \ThelYounger Evangelicals;
Eacing,thelChallenges of the NewAWorld\(Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2002), 84]
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“This! ... points
... toithe
postmodern
conclusion that
we deallwith
‘interpreted

Relbert £ Wellber

(1088-2007)

{

[Relbert £, Weltlber

(1988-2007)

7/22/2025

Again, if we deal with
“interpreted facts," then
what does that say about
Webber's statement
itself?

Is his claim here merely
an "interpreted fact?”

If so, they why should we
take it as objectively
true?

“This' ... points
... to the
postmodenn
conclusion that
we deal with
‘interpreted
facts.™

[RebertiEx\Webber, \ThelYounger Evangelicals;
Eacing,thelChallenges of the NewAWorld\(Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2002), 84]
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“Meaning isiultimately determined by
how thelintricate structures of
communication work togetherinan
overarching manner, and it is up'to
the interpreter to provide a new
frameworkiof discourse in which
what was first written or spoken can
be fleshed out. The ‘truth’ of a text
can be discerned in its deployability
within a particular set of life
circumstances.”

AL

A’EE

\

Stanley J. Grenz

(1950-2005)

"In contrast to the. modern
ideal/of the dispassionate
observer, we affirm the
postmodern discovery
that no observer can stand

outside the historical

7/22/2025

"Postmodernism stresses the
distinction between objectivity of:
facts, versus objectivity of:
knowledge or people. It accepts
the possible existence of facts
outside human context, but
argues that all knowledge is
mediated by an individual'and.
that the experiences, biases,
beliefs, and identity of that
individual necessarily influence
how they mediate any

knowledge.”

postmodern
conclusionithat

weldealwith

‘interpreted

N self-refuting statements
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"Feminist standpoint theory is one of
three alternatives to traditional
philosophy of science proposed by
Sandra Harding in her 1986 The
Science Question in Feminism.
Feminist standpoint theory has its
roots in Marxism and takes as a
starting point the idea that people in
different social/political locations
(different classes in its Marxist
version) sometimes have access to
information that those in more
socially/politically privileged
positions do not.”

[Sharon Crasnow,"Feminist Standpoint Theory," in Nancy Cartwright

S h a r'o n C ras nOW and Eleonora Montuschi, eds. Philosophy of Social Science: A New

Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), 146]
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Communication Theory

All About Theories for Communication

The Standpoint Theory

FEMINIST STANDPOINT THEORY

he] s'tandpoint theonylisiaipost
approah' onipeople’s

whenlpeople; recogmze thelvalue
@?mmﬁﬂdb createsidifferent
withintsociety S The
theonyifocuses on
endeperceptiontandigives
to¥feministiviewpoints.*

[ttpsFivwivicemmunicationt eory.og/thestandpomt theony/accessed

One should ask "when people
recognize the value of power
which creates different groups
within society” whether their

recognition and "opinions* are
themselves altered by their
own “day-to-day experience”.

glhelstandpointitheonylisialpost
approachlonipeople’s
It¥statesihowithe day-
experiencelalters or
linfluenceslalperson:siopinions.
Generallyfalstandpointiarises
whenlpeopleliecognizeithe value
ofipowerdwhichlcreates! different
withintsociety: The
theonyifocuses on
perceptionlandlgives
tolfeministiviewpoints.*

[ttps¥/vWwicommunication he@ry.@rg/teféndpoi_nt—theory/, accessed

O42'25]]
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One should ask "when people
recognize the value of power
which creates different groups
within society” whether their
recognition and "opinions* are
themselves altered by their
own “day-to-day experience”.

If the answer is 'no’, then
standpoint theory is not true.

glhelstandpointitheonylisialpost
approeachlon)people’s
Itfstatesthowithe day-
experiencelalters or
[iiﬂll’@ﬂé@s a person:' 'siopinions.

wﬁ@m recogmze the value
ofipo m @whichlcreates different
wmﬂm society:NThe
dfocusesion
perceptlo fand!gives
tolfeministiviewpoints:*

Ittps/ivwiwvicommu pication he@ry.@rg/te— andpointtheory/faccessed

One should ask "when people
recognize the value of power
which creates different groups
within society” whether their
recognition and "opinions* are
themselves altered by their
own “day-to-day experience”.

If the answer is 'no’, then
standpoint theory is not true.

If the answer is ‘'yes’, then why
should anyone take their
recognition and opinions to be
objectively the case?

glhelstandpointitheonylisialpost
appreachlon)people’s
Itfstatesthowithe day-
experiencelalters or
[iiﬂll’@ﬂé@s a person:' 'siopinions.

wﬁ@m recogmze the value
ofipowerdwhichlcreates! different
withintsociety: The
theonyifocuses on
perceptionlandlgives
tolfeministiviewpoints.*

Ittps/ivwiwvicommu pication he@ry.@rg/te— andpointtheony/faccessed
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s»'  Some things are subjective and "relative” to the
individual.

s>t But other things are objective and are the same for

4~ everyone.

o "]'he claims of Christianity proport to be objective claims
aboutireality.

<> “While Christianity shares some truths with other
reg’g_;’ions, the core, defining truths of Christianity make it
unique.

It is self-refuting to say that we cannot speak or write
objective truths.

s  Thus, the skeptic cannot claim that it is impossible to get
objective truths from its text.
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