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Ilurallsm

IRelativism «<
Relativism about "X¢ means that
“X" or our’knowledgelofi@X® is
different for (i.e., relativelto) s

different people.




IRelativism -
Another word for¥relative’ or
relativism*~one"might hear is

‘subjective’ or 'subjectivifgm "

IRelativism -«
Iheropposite of subjective. is
objective.

In a moment, we will explole thel

differencelbetween subjective
and objective.

3/11/2025



Not allfferms of relativism (more
accurately:here cajled,

subjectivism) are bad¥Seme
subjectivismiisicompletely.
normal.

eEshallowZ

3/11/2025



3/11/2025

X

y!or notP..




Subjectivel

Vs. |
Objective

Subjective Objective

! b

when something can when something cannot

legitimately beitrue for legitimately be true for
one person and notitrue § one person and not true
for another for another
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g ‘o by — " Theltruth or falsity of a claim is
SUbjeg tlve withireference to the subject.
It isidependent upon the subject's
circumstancesjoropinion.

ObjeCtive — The. truth or; falsith‘y of a cl:.ain”yis

with referencejtoithe object
Itlis not dependentiuponithe!
subject's circumstances
or opinion:

f1spalagus st Subjective

= (0) o] (S ()=

é veg!]etable

TR




ISkepticisme<

grants that thereximay.be
S objective truth’ about’™Xs but we
cannot know what that truzth iSH

r%o Pluralism <

Relativism withirespectito
religion isfsometimes called
“pluralism” or "religio_&s 2
pluralismg or “religious
diversity.*
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r%o Bluralism-

Inisome contexts, the.expressions
pluralism”® orreligious pIuraI’i@m "or
religious diversity' mean no’t’hmg ‘
moreithanithat there are'in fact

variousrreligions in the world.

rgo Bluralism -

Iniother‘contexts, these.expressions
are use by those; generallyiheld
liberal and postmodern Chnstlans ‘
by.non-Christians, that all rellglous
beliefsrarerequally valid or
legitimate.
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”"The Challen ges Of

d I?lglldggo | Iurall

(5
i

Could it be that all

religiop%b‘asical!y |
lead te Ehfe‘?ame
destination?

10
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AreiNottAll
Religions the
Same at the Core?

The Heart

0/ k& hrlstlamtv

MARCUS J. BORG |

11



same path"the same way
The Way of the cross, the

same path: the path'of dying
to an old identity. and'way: of
being and being born'into a
new identity and way of
being. All refer to the same
transformation of the self."

[The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of
Faith (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 2003), 216 ]

“The b|b||cal' “"derstan

Though salvatlon is central‘
to the Blble heaven ES [1{-]

about an aftekli;
speak very: _pe :

no way of decldlng among
these different'ways of
imagining what lies'beyond
death."

[The Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of
Faith (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 2003), 216 ]
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THE H

E
R
0
WITH A THOUSAND FACES

BY JOSEPH CAMPBELL
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"Whether we listen with aloof
amusement to the dreamlike mumbo
jumbo of some red-eyed witch doctor of
the Congo, or read with cultivated
rapture thin translations from the
sonnets of the mystic Lao-tse; now and
again crack the hard nutshell of an
argument of Aquinas, or catch
suddenly the shing meaning of a
bizarre Eskimo fairy tale: it will be
always the one, shape-shifting yet
marvelously constant story that we
find, together with a challengingly
persistent suggestion of more
remaining to be experienced than will

Jos’ébh @am pbell™ | ever be known or told."”
’ (1 904‘%87) [Joseph Campbell, The Hero With a Thousand Faces (Princeton:

Princeton University Press, 1972), 3]

Or is it the case thattother
religions are making
claims that*arex
incompatible w@‘t;*h,e
claims of Christianity?

14
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-7
Ifjtine wenls ieligionsyane

imakingdiffe Eenticlaims,
[REW canjptite Christian
mauntaln thatifenly

Chiistianlifysisstrue 2,
HINOUISM DC

Y

If it is the case that only
Christianity is truejare the

followers of those
religions eternally 'lost?

15
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What about these who
sincerely folloyAa “false*
religion and neyver had a

chance’tolhear
the Gospel?

: Lﬁ

Th RelatlvlS i) Of"' q

|'9l0ys Iilura\ll '
nmmmmm - = J PY /
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Christianityh
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Chocolate Chip
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oosing My Rellglmon

Ky
9
o
9
o
>

What'about Religion?

ltproclaims specific truths,
and, thus, obligates certain{SEH5.
> It proscribes a way of life,
and, thusyobligates certain [OEIENII.

18
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“I humbly submit that
if all of us in this
room had been born
in Tibet, probably a
lot of us would be
Buddhist. I think the
chance is pretty
good.

"And | also think
we'd hold on to that
Buddhist philosophy.
with all the passion
that some of us
might hold on to our
Christian ideals.”

20
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P ' \a,t =% MRy o L
SWhat lf itwas true that if you had been
- born in Tibet. you'd be a Buddﬁ‘st? '

&
This hasan,o-th_lng\ to'do with

whether Buddhism isitrue..;/*

J X ~ | -
! o

P ‘% "/ NS ¢
What lf itwas true that if you had been
=~ born in Tibet, you'd be a Bu?dg»‘st’) '
Thisyclaim* ls%qtentlally
* self-refuting.

21
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One cog‘ld\counter by saying
W thatithe only.reason Dan
Brown believes whatshejjust
said is because'of'where Dan
"™Brown was born.

i

GeneticiEallacy <

vy

the fallacy of suggesting that the
origin of a belief is relévant to

the issuelof Whether the belief'is

true or false

i

22
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Geocentricism

Gleliocentrism

lhe old view that the Sun was

thhe center of the universe and

that it moved around the Earth
(causing déy and night) is
known as Geocentricism.

23
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llhe contemporary view that the
Sun is the center of the solar
System and that the Earth

lievolves arm@nd the Sun as the
Earth rotates on its axis
(causing day and night) is
known as Heliocentrism.

Mou were probably raised to
believe that the Sun is
Standing étill relative to
the Earth.

24
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in other words, you were

robably raised to believe

heliocentrism even if you
never heard that word.

What about those who were

 raised to believe,thiat the'Sun

s moving a’ncﬂl.m Earth is

standing still?

25
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“I humbly submit that
if all of us in this room
had been born in the
Amazon jungle,
[o]go) o¥:] 0] VAE: N [0] (o) AVES
would be
Geocentrists. I think:
the chance iIs pretty
good.

"And | also think we’d
hold on to that
Geocentric philosophy.
with all the passion
that some of us might
hold on to our
Heliocentric ideals.™

26
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What about those who were
raised to believe,that the'Sun
is moving:and'the Earth is
stg’qding still?

~

.

Wouldswe not say that they
were raised with"a'wrong
view. ofjthe Sun and the
Earth?

~

27
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What"l;f qye was raised to
B believe that. Buddhism
TELS true?i - ’

This would mean,.that'he was
B 2 ralsed to have a false
religion.y -
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“How do you
know that your
Christianity is
true and that
Buddhism'is
false?*

29
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Could it be' that all
religions b‘ifvicall_y |
lead te Ehfe same \
destination?

Or is it the case thattother
religions are mbklng
claims thatfare
incompatible withithe
claims of Christianity ?

31



AreNet/All
Religions the
Same at the Core?

Co’efs
VZS

Peripheral Beliefs
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gWihhat*are the things that men‘conSidel
hight? Kindness on the part of th
father, and filial duty on that of the sehj
igentleness on part of the elder brothe
and obedience on that of the younger;
righteousness on the part of the
husband, and submission on that of

the wife; kindness on the part of
elders, and deference on that of
juniors; with benevolence on the part
of the ruler, and loyalty on that of the
minister; —these ten are the things
which men consider to be rightss

Book ofiRitUEINAZSISE

@enpfucius

o |

(5517479 BC)

N ey e S iy R

3/11/2025

Sutta Nipata'262
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BuddhiSim
“Whosolin'this wogldfaestioysllife;

] | 7 notgiven:
goes'to others’ wives andlis q

to intoxicating drinks, stchia @né
digs up his own root in the world:*

Dhammapada, 246-247, 61

Hinduism '

“He who commits adultery is
punished both here'and hereafter;
for his days inrthisftworld are cut
short and when dead he
falls into hell.” L

Vishnu Purana 3.11, 265

36
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Hinduism ‘

“A man who.commits
violence should be regarded’ |
as the worst ewl-doer 7

Laws of Manu, 8.345, (1991), 188

(0)
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Edward Feser

Edward Feser |

Edward Feser
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WRITTEN

ON THE

HEART

THE CASE FOR NATURAL LAW

LEGISLATING '
MORALITY } A

Geisler
-2019)
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HOW EDUCATION DEVELOPS
MAN’'S SENSE OF MORALITY

{%ﬁi‘r DAVENANT GUIDES

LAW

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION AND
BIBLICAL DEFENSE

3/11/2025
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NATURAL LAW
AND
EVANGELICAL
POELTIEAL
THOUGHT

Eoewwed by
JESSE COVINGTON, BRYAN McGRAW,
anp MICAH WATSON

Bryan McGraw !

-

JABanylf€harles

Affiliate'Scholar, Acton Institute

w.

41



3/11/2025

REDISCOVERING THE
NATURAL LAW IN REFORMED
THEOLOGICAL ETHICS

= - « + 8
g A

<8 ESiephen J. Grabil

Acton Institute and
Stephen ). Grabill Grand'Rapids Theological Seminary

Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

Dees Ged Edsit?
Honor your Wihett is God [Ta?
parents and Whe s Jesus?
elders. Is them [fits efter dealin?
How cless emne geain

Do not steal.

Be fair. Do not lie.

42



Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

Honor your Do not steal.
parents and

elders.

Be fair.

P

Buddhism: Theravada Buddhism has no God.
various schools of Mahayana Buddhism (e.g.,
Tibetan Buddhism) have many gods.

Hinduism: Early Vedic Hinduism was very
nearly monotheistic. Upanishadic Hinduism is
pantheistic. Bhakti Hinduism is polytheistic.
Confucianism: Confucius's teachings contain no
gods, no religious worship, and no revelations.

Judaism: There is only one God.

Islam: There is only one God.

Christianity: There only one God.

Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

Honor your Do not steal.
parents and

elders.

Wihex: s
Goal like?

Buddhism: The gods of Tibetan Buddhism are
angelic and demonic beings.

Hinduism: Early Vedic Hinduism God = the
"father of heaven;" Upanishadic Hinduism God =
all; Gods of Bhakti Hinduism are finite

Confucianism: Being atheistic, there is nothing
for God to be like.

Judaism: The one, true God created the
heavens and the Earth and revealed Himself to
Abraham and Moses.

Islam: The one true God created the heavens
and the Earth and revealed Himself to many
prophets, the last of whom was Mohammed.

Christianity: There only one God. This God is a
Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3/11/2025
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Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

Do not steal.

Honor your
parents and

elders.

Do not lie.

Who s Jesus?

Buddhism: Some Buddhist see Jesus as one

among many "enlightened ones" or Buddhas.

Hinduism: In Bhakti Hinduism, Jesus is one of

virtually countless "gods" to whom one can
attach himself in devotion for "salvation."

Confucianism: Given that there is no God,
Jesus is nothing more than a man.

Judaism: Jesus was a well intentioned (if
misguided or misunderstood) Jewish rabbi but
was not the promised Messiah of Israel.

Islam: Jesus was one of the greatest prophets
(born of a virgin and a miracle worker) but he did
not die on the cross or resurrect from the dead.

Christianity: Jesus is the unique Son of God
(God in the flesh) who died for the sins of the
world.

Love your neighbor.

Do not murder. Nurture children.
(God]Existd
WhatislGodlliked

Whe s Jesus?

Honor your Do not steal.

parents and

elders. Isftherellifefafteifdeathi

Is thers [iie
eiier ceain?

Buddhism: Theravada Buddhism seeks to lead
one to Nirvana which is extinction of desire. Pure
Land Buddhism seeks to lead one to a heaven.

Hinduism: The Hindu afterlife (deliverance from
reincarnation) varies from absorption into the
pantheistic God to a paradise of delights.

Confucianism: Confucius's emphasis was on
the ordering of society in this life. He avoided
speculating about any afterlife.

Judaism: Modern Judaism focuses on the life
that one lives in the here and now.

Islam: Heaven awaits those who are counted
worthy by Allah. Hell awaits all infidels and those
on whom Allah's favor does not fall.

Christianity: Heaven awaits all who believe the
Gospel of Jesus. Hell awaits all unbelievers.

3/11/2025
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EOVE iy, Buddhism: In Theravada Buddhism, Nirvana is

by the Eight-fold path. In Pure Land Buddhism
one finds heaven by the favor of Amida Buddah.

Do not murder. Nurture children.

DoesiGed]Exista

o i— Hinduism: One must break the cycle of

Honor your Do not steal. reincarnation by working off one's Karma.
parents and Whe s Jesus? y g

ISftherellifefafteifdeathi

Confucianism: There is no afterlife to attain.

Judaism: There is little to no emphasis on any
kind of afterlife in modern Judaism.

d e Islam: Heaven is gained by service to Allah.
W Oes @[ﬁ@ Only a few can have any assurance of avoiding
hell.

ﬂm et’e rn I] I]? + Christianity: Eternal life is a gift that cannot be

earned. It comes to those who trust God's
provision in Jesus.

Siincekthene*aielsoimany;

w

]
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Il e e wayy, ine i,
ence the llie. No one
comes o the [Father
@xeept tnrougin Me.”

4

o 1 PEIEFCHISES

‘But sanetiny,
VOUIr Neers,
alwaysibe o gvie
a defenseNeleVeE e,
who asksSiyeula

for thelhopektaisyip
you, withimeerpesSEapel
fealr
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God

//Eowm@aﬂ@ﬁ\\
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|
If it is the casejthat only

Christianity is true,qare
the followers of those
religions eternally lost?

A Southern Evangelical Seminagy
: / o A s Yl i
Past Dresiden‘r,k‘erq}qﬁor}ql Sociefyof [Christiankpe
) :

e
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