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Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

It was evident to Norman 
Geisler back in the 70s 
that the main problem 

with Rogers and McKim, 
et al. (who considered 

themselves evangelicals 
and yet claimed that the 
Bible contained errors) 

was the issue the nature 
of truth.
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

In this seminal article, 
Geisler contrasts a 

prominent concept of 
truth held by Rogers 

and McKim (and 
others) with the 
correspondence 
theory of truth. 

Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

I became interested 
in whether or how the 
concept of truth might 
figure into the current 

controversy over 
inerrancy.
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James Montgomery Boice
(1938-2000)

"What 
Scripture says, 

God says—
through human 

agents and 
without error."

[Adapted from James Montgomery Boice, Does Inerrancy Matter? 
(Oakland, CA: International Council on Biblical Inerrancy, 1979)]

error
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"What is truth?
Pontius Pilate, John 18:38

"And you shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free"

Jesus of Nazareth, John 8:32
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"I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except 
through Me."

John 14:6 NKJV
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"It is raining!"

"Is that true?"

"Yes!"

Whatever you are saying 
about the statement 

'It is raining' 
when you say that 

it is true is your 
theory of truth.
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How you know whether it 
is raining is your 

test for truth.

how one defines the 
terms 'true' and 'truth' 

when saying that a 
statement is true

how one discovers
whether a statement is 

true, regardless of 
one's theory of truth

Theory of Truth Test for Truth
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Power

Pragmatic

Functional

Coherence

Correspondence  
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Correspondence  

Correspondence  Truth is correspondence to reality.

This says that a statement is true in 
as much as it corresponds to reality.

Thus, the statement 'It is raining.' 

 would be a true statement if it is in 
fact raining in reality.

 would be a false statement if it is 
in fact not raining in reality. 
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Aristotle
384 BC - 322 BC

"To say of what is, 
that it is not, or of 

what is not, that it is, 
is false, while to say 
of what is, that it is 
and of what is not, 

that it is not, is true."
Metaphysics, IV, 7, 1011b26-29 Translation by W. D. Ross in Richard 
McKeon, The Basic Works of Aristotle (New York:  Random House, 
1941). τὸ μὲν γὰρ λέγειν τὸ ὂν μὴ εἶναι ἢ τὸ μὴ ὂν εἶναι ψεῦδος, τὸ δὲ τὸ 
ὂν εἶναι καὶ τὸ μὴ ὂν μὴ εἶναι ἀληθές. 

Plato 

Other Philosophers Who Hold to the 
Correspondence Theory of Truth 
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Plato
(428-348 BC)

SOCRATES: But how about truth, 
then? You would acknowledge that 
there is in words a true and a false?

HERMOGENES: Certainly.

SOCRATES: And there are true and 
false propositions?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.

SOCRATES: And a true proposition 
says that which is, and a false 
proposition says that which is not?

HERMOGENES: To be sure.
[Cratylus, 385b, trans. Benjamin Jowett in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns, 
eds. Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961, 
423]

Plato
(428-348 BC)

STRANGER: Then what sort of character 
can we assign to each of these 
[statements]?

THEAETETUS: One is false, the other true.

STRANGER: And the true one states about 
you the things that are as they are.

THEAETETUS: Certainly.

STRANGER: Whereas the false statement 
states about you things different from 
the things that are.

THEAETETUS: Yes.
[Sophist, 263b, trans. F. M. Cornford in Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns, eds. 
Plato: The Collected Dialogues Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961, 1010]
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Plato
(428-248 BC)

Augustine
(354-430 BC)

Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Other Philosophers Who Hold to the 
Correspondence Theory of Truth 

Anselm
(1033-1109)

Thomas Aquinas
1225-1274

"Truth is defined by 
the conformity of 

intellect and thing; 
and hence to know 

this conformity is to 
know truth."

Summa Theologiae I, Q. 16, art. 2.
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Plato
(428-248 BC)

Augustine
(354-430 BC)

Aquinas
(1225-1274)

Descartes
(1596-1660)

Hume
(1711-1776)

Locke
(1632-1704)

Kant
(1724-1804)

Russell
(1872-1970)

Wittgenstein
(1889-1951)

Other Philosophers Who Hold to the 
Correspondence Theory of Truth 

Anselm
(1033-1109)

What does it mean to 
correspond to reality? 
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Truth is when a proposition 
corresponds to reality. 

But there are a number of ways 
that a proposition can 
correspond to reality.

Ways a Proposition Can 
Correspond to Reality 
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Literally 
"And as He walked by the Sea of 

Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew 
his brother casting a net into the 

sea; for they were fishermen." 
Mark 1:16  

Allegorically
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Allegory
"But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born according to the flesh, and he of the 
freewoman through promise, which things 

are symbolic. ..." Gal. 4:23-24a 

ἀλληγορούμενα 

Metaphorically
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"For you shall go out with joy, and 
be led out with peace ... and all the 

trees of the field shall 
clap their hands." 

Isa 55:12 

Metaphor

Similarly
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Simile
"So his heart and the heart of 

his people were moved as 
the trees of the woods are 

moved with the wind." 
Isa 7:2   

Analogically
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Analogy

"For we walk by 
faith, not by 

sight." 
2 Cor. 5:7 

Symbolically



22

Symbol
"... the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way 

into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest 
while the first tabernacle was still standing. It 

was symbolic for the present time in which both 
gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot 

make him who performed the service perfect in 
regard to the conscience—" Heb. 9:7-9

παραβολὴ  

Hyperbolically
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Hyperbole
"Now the Midianites and Amalekites, all the 
people of the East, were lying in the valley 
as numerous as locusts; and their camels 
were without number, as the sand by the 

seashore in multitude." Judges 7:12  

Phenomenologically
" ... for He makes His sun 
rise on the evil and on the 

good, ..."Matt. 5:45  
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Phenomenologically

"The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon 
into blood, Before the coming of the great and 

awesome day of the LORD."  Joel 2:31 

Informally
"... All who were numbered according to their 

armies of the forces were six hundred and three 
thousand five hundred and fifty." Num. 2:32 

"And Moses said, 'The people whom I am 
among are six hundred thousand men 

on foot; ...'" Num. 11:21  
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Synecdochically

Synecdoche
"Give us this day our daily 

bread." Matt. 6:11 
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Metonymically 

Metonymy
"For it happened, when David was in 
Edom, and Joab the commander of 
the army had gone up to bury the 

slain, after he had killed every male 
in Edom" 1 Kings 11:15  
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Metonymy
"After these things Jesus 

and His disciples came into 
the land of Judea, and 
there He remained with 

them and baptized." John 
3:22 

"Therefore, when the Lord 
knew that the Pharisees 

had heard that Jesus made 
and baptized more 
disciples than John 

(though Jesus Himself did 
not baptize, but His 

disciples)," John 4:1-2

Metonymy
And when John had heard in 

prison about the works of 
Christ, he sent two of his 

disciples {3} and said to Him, 
"Are You the Coming One, or 
do we look for another?" {4} 
Jesus answered and said to 
them, "Go and tell John the 
things which you hear and 

see:" Matthew  11:2-4   
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Metonymy
And when John had heard in 

prison about the works of 
Christ, he sent two of his 

disciples {3} and said to Him, 
"Are You the Coming One, or 
do we look for another?" {4} 
Jesus answered and said to 
them, "Go and tell John the 
things which you hear and 

see:" Matthew  11:2-4   

Notice that two went to 
speak to Jesus.

Yet the verb here is 
singular meaning that the 

two were speaking for 
Jesus as if it was Jesus 

Himself doing the talking.

Metonymy
"The centurion answered 
and said, 'Lord, I am not 
worthy that You should 

come under my roof. ...'" 
Matt. 8:8 

"... the centurion sent 
friends to Him, saying to 
Him, 'Lord, do not trouble 

Yourself, for I am not 
worthy that You should 
enter under my roof.'" 

Luke 7:6 
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Metonymy
"After these things Jesus 

and His disciples came into 
the land of Judea, and 
there He remained with 

them and baptized." John 
3:22 

"Therefore, when the Lord 
knew that the Pharisees 

had heard that Jesus made 
and baptized more 
disciples than John 

(though Jesus Himself did 
not baptize, but His 

disciples)," John 4:1-2

Did ancient writers care 
about historical 

accuracy and truth? 
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John Burrow
(1935-2009)

John Burrow
(1935-2009)

"The central concerns—
above all with history as 

truth-telling and, at least as 
an ideal, as free from bias—
were already very old ones 

and, though shaken, are still 
in some sense with us, for 

those of us for whom a 
distinction between say, 
history and imaginative 

fiction is still an important 
one. 



31

John Burrow
(1935-2009)

"In this view Herodotus was 
taking an important step in 

distinguishing his own 
Histories from the work of 
the poets, and Thucydides, 
though he may have judged 

unfairly, was invoking 
relevant criteria when he 
sneered by implication at 

Herodotus as belonging with 
authors less concerned to 

tell the truth than to entertain 
the public. …

John Burrow
(1935-2009)

"Of course, in the history of 
historiography zeal for truth 
had been a spectrum rather 

than an absolute—truth 
mattered, fairly obviously, 
more to Polybius than to 
Livy—but someone who 

wholly and perhaps willfully 
falls of the negative end of 

the scale … counts rather as 
a parodist or imitator of 

history."
[John Burrow, A History of Histories: Epics, Chronicles, 
Romances and Inquiries from Herodotus and Thucydides 
to the Twentieth Century (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
2007), xiv-xv]
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What about the other 
theories of truth? 

Coherence

Definition: A statement is true 
when it coheres with or is 
consistent with a body of other 
statements.
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Stephen W. Hawking
(1942-2018)

Stephen W. Hawking
(1942-2018)

"A scientific theory 
is just a 

mathematical model 
we make to describe 
our observations: it 
only exists in our 

minds. ... It is simply 
a matter of which is 

the more useful 
description."

[Stephen W. Hawking, A Brief History of Time: From the 
Big Bang to Black Holes (Toronto: Bantam Books), 139]
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Stuart C. Hackett
(1925-2012)

Stuart C. Hackett
(1925-2012)

"Man ... must come to a 
comprehension of the 
conditions which make 

knowledge itself possible. 
... This possibility of 

knowing depends upon 
an innate structure of 

rationality with which the 
mind approaches and 

understands the data of 
experience. Such an 

epistemology [is] called 
rational empiricism."

[The Resurrection of Theism: Prolegomena to 
Christian Apology, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1982), 21] 
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Stuart C. Hackett
(1925-2012)

"Either we must be 
skeptics about the 

knowledge of things as 
they exist 

independently, or we 
must maintain that true 

knowledge of such 
entities is possible by 

the systematic 
correlation of our 

various experiences into 
a self-consistent whole. 

Stuart C. Hackett
(1925-2012)

"Since ... skepticism is 
self-contradictory, the 
second alternative will 

necessarily be 
maintained. But the 

theory that the test of 
truth consists in such a 
systematic consistency 
of ideas is a logically 

coherent whole is 
precisely the coherence 

theory of truth."
[The Resurrection of Theism: Prolegomena to 
Christian Apology, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1982), 38] 
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Stuart C. Hackett
(1925-2012)

" Since the position 
involves epistemological 
dualism, it necessitates 

an espousal of the 
coherence theory of 

truth."
[The Resurrection of Theism: Prolegomena to 
Christian Apology, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1982), 38] 

Stuart C. Hackett
(1925-2012)

"Epistemological dualism 
is the doctrine that the 

immediate object present 
to the mind is not the 

independently existing 
reality—say a box or what 

have you—but a 
representative idea of this 

object.  All the mind 
knows directly are its 

ideas and nothing else."
[The Resurrection of Theism: Prolegomena to 
Christian Apology, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1982), 38] 
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Stuart C. Hackett
(1925-2012)

Coherence

Definition: A statement is true 
when it coheres with or is 
consistent with a body of other 
statements.

Truth cannot merely be 
coherence because by this 
theory, even a fairy tale could be 
"true."

Every theory of truth, including 
coherence, requires the 
correspondence theory of truth 
to define itself.
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Functional

Definition: A statement is true in 
as much as it fulfills its intended 
purpose.

 It is sometimes known as the 
intentional theory of truth.

Truth cannot be merely function 
because it needs the 
correspondence theory to define 
itself.



39

Pragmatic

Definition: A statement is true in 
as much as it works or is 
practical.

The pragmatic theory gives rise 
to the notion that something can 
be "true for you but not true for 
me."
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Paul Copan

Paul Copan
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 Jeremiah 44:17-18 
"But we will certainly do 

whatever has gone out of our 
own mouth, to burn incense to 
the queen of heaven and pour 
out drink offerings to her, as 

we have done, we and our 
fathers, our kings and our 

princes, in the cities of Judah 
and in the streets of Jerusalem.

 Jeremiah 44:17-18 
"For then we had plenty of 

food, were well-off, and saw no 
trouble.  But since we stopped 
burning incense to the queen 

of heaven and pouring out 
drink offerings to her, we have 

lacked everything and have 
been consumed by the sword 

and by famine." 
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Pragmatic

Definition: A statement is true in 
as much as it works or is 
practical.

The pragmatic theory gives rise 
to the notion that something can 
be "true for you but not true for 
me."

Every theory of truth, including 
pragmatic, requires the 
correspondence theory of truth 
to define itself.

Power
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Michel Foucault
(1926-1984)

"There is a battle 'for truth,' or 
at least 'around truth'—it 
being understood once 

again that by truth I do not 
mean 'the ensemble of 

truths which are to be 
discovered and 

accepted,' but rather 'the 
ensemble of rules according 
to which the true and the 

false are separated and 
specific effects of power 

attached to the true,'

Michel Foucault
(1926-1984)

   "it being understood also that it's 
      a matter not of a battle 'on 
       behalf' of the truth, but of a 
         battle about the status of 

       truth and the economic 
       and political role it plays."

[Michel Foucault, Foucault Reader: An Introduction to 
Foucault's Thought with Major New Unpublished 
Material, ed. Paul Rabinow (New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1984), 74]
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Two things (at least) are 
common to all tests for truth. 
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Thomas Howe
Southern Evangelical Seminary

The 
Laws of 
Logic 
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The Laws of Logic

 The Law of Non-Contradiction

 The Law of Excluded Middle

 The Law of Identity

The Law of Non-Contradiction

  A thing cannot be both 'A' and 'non-A' at the 
same time and in the same sense.

  A thing cannot both exist and not exist at the 
same time and in the same sense.

  A statement cannot be both true and not true at 
the same time and in the same sense.
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"Those who deny a first 
principle should be beaten 
and burned until they admit 
that to be beaten is not the 
same as to not be beaten 

and to be burned is not the 
same as not to be burned."

Metaphysics I

Avicenna
(980-1037)

Aristotle
384 BC - 322 BC

"But we have now posited that it is 
impossible for anything at the same time 
to be and not to be, and by this means 

have shown that this is the most 
indisputable of all principles. Some indeed 

demand that even this shall be 
demonstrated, but this they do through 

want of education, for not to know of what 
things one should demand demonstration, 
and of what one should not, argues want 

of education.  For it is impossible that 
there should be demonstration of 

absolutely everything (there would be an 
infinite regress, so that there would still be 

no demonstration)." 
[Metaphysics, IV, 4, 1006a5-10.  Translation by Richard McKeon, The Basic Works 
of Aristotle (New York:  Random House, 1941)]
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Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of 
the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to 
the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden'?" And the woman said to the 

serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the 
garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor 

shall you touch it, lest you die.'" Then the serpent said 
to the woman, "You will not surely die. For God knows 
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
Genesis 3:1-5  
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The Law of Excluded Middle

  A thing is either 'A' or 'non-A.'

  A thing either exists or does not 
 exist.

  A statement is either true or not true.

"Either make the tree good and 
its fruit good, or else make the 
tree bad and its fruit bad; for a 

tree is known by its fruit." 

Matthew 12:33  
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The Law of Identity

 If a thing is 'A' then it is 'A.'

 If a thing exists, then it exists.

 If a statement is true then it is true.

Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I 
come to the children of Israel and say to 

them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me 
to you.' and they say to me, 'What is His 

name?' what shall I say to them?" And God 
said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He 

said, "Thus you shall say to the children of 
Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 

Exodus 3:13-14  
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The relationship of logic and reality

The laws of logic are undeniably true.
 One has to use logic in order to deny logic.

Reality is knowable.
 To claim that 'reality is unknowable' is to claim to know 

something about reality.

Objections 
to 

Logic
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What about 
Isaiah 55:8-9?
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 Isaiah 55:8 
{8} "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways My ways," says the LORD. {9} "For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts." 

 Isaiah 55:8 
{8} "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways My ways," says the LORD. {9} "For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts." 

your your

your 
your
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 Isaiah 55:6-9 
{6} Seek the LORD while He may 

be found, Call upon Him while He is 
near. {7} Let the wicked forsake his 
way, And the unrighteous man his 

thoughts; Let him return to the 
LORD, And He will have mercy on 
him; And to our God, For He will 
abundantly pardon. {8} "For My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor 
are your ways My ways," says the 
LORD. {9} "For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are My 
ways higher than your ways, and 
My thoughts than your thoughts." 

Aren't we 
putting logic 
before God?
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There is a difference between "the order of 
knowing" and "the order of being"

There is a difference between "the order of 
knowing" and "the order of being"

The map is first in the order of knowing.

SES is first in the order of being. 
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Aren't we 
putting OUR 
logic before 

God?

 response: It is not "our" logic. 

 Logic is an expression of the nature of God 
Himself.
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Can't God 
break the laws 

He creates?

 response: Logic was not created by God.  It is an 
expression of God.  (like goodness) 
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Don't some 
doctrines involve 
contradictions, 
like the Trinity?

 response: There is nothing in the doctrine of the Trinity 
(or any other biblical doctrine) that is illogical.

 There is a difference between something being beyond 
reason and something being against reason. 
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If logic is so helpful, how 
can such a great logician 
as the atheist philosopher 
Bertrand Russell be so far 

from the truth? 

 response: If you start a race facing the wrong direction, 
then the faster you can run, the quicker you will be in 
getting farther from the finish line. 
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Bertrand Russell
(1872-1970)

Isn't logic 
opposed to 

faith? 
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Some Historical 
Perspectives

Inerrancy and 
Church History
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John D. Hannah

Peter A. Lillback Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.



64

Spurgeon and the 
Downgrade 
Controversy

Charles Haddon Spurgeon
(1834-1892)
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Metropolitan Tabernacle, London

Machen and 
Princeton 
Liberalism
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J. Gresham Machen
(1881-1937)

Cornelius
Van Til

J. Gresham 
Machen

Oswald T. 
Allis

John Murray

Paul 
Wolley

Allan McRae

Ned 
Stonehouse
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Paul Kjoss Helseth
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Post WWII 
Evangelical 
Controversy

Jack B. Rogers
(1934-2016)

Donald K. McKim
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John D. Woodbridge

Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)
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Harold Lindsell
(1913-1998)

Works published by 
the International 

Council on Biblical 
Inerrancy
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General PhilosophicalInaugural Homiletical

HermeneuticalTheological Historical Applicational
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A Recent 
Evangelical 
Controversy
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Peter Enns

G. K. Beale
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Norman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)

William C. Roach
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1.Inerrancy and Church History

2.Spurgeon and the Downgrade 
Controversy

3.Machen and Princeton Liberalism

4.Post WWII Evangelical Controversy

5.Recent Evangelical Controversy

6.Current Evangelical Controversy

The Current 
Evangelical 
Controversy
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The Current Evangelical 
Controversy: The 
Question Before 

Us Today
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Mike Licona

Mike Licona
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F. David FarnellNorman L. Geisler
(1932-2019)
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Three things that concern me in 
the current controversy 

1. The compromised theory of truth which 
Geisler dealt with in his 1980 article and 
which ICBI ("The Chicago Statement") 
examined thoroughly is still a problem today.

Functional

Definition: A statement is true in 
as much as it fulfills its intended 
purpose.

 It is sometimes known as the 
intentional theory of truth.
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"Although the mustard seed 
(see Matt. 13:32) is not the 
smallest of all seeds, yet 

Jesus referred to it as such" 
because . . . 

Daniel P. Fuller

"to have gone contrary to 
their mind on what was the 

smallest seed would have so 
diverted their attention from 

the knowledge that would 
bring salvation to their souls 

that they might well have 
failed to hear these all-
important revelational

truths."
Daniel P. Fuller, "Benjamin B. Warfield's View of Faith and History," Bulletin of the 
Evangelical Theological Society 11 (Spring 1968): 81-82, quoted in Norman L. 
Geisler, "The Concept of Truth in the Inerrancy Debate," Bibliotheca Sacra (October-
December 1980): 336-337. 

Daniel P. Fuller
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Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"Debates about the Bible 
may divert attention of 
Southern Baptists from 
winning the world and 

thereby become an effective 
tool of Satan."

Russell H. Dilday, Jr., The Doctrine of Biblical 
Authority (Nashville: Convention Press, 1982), 16.
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Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"There are those who 
advocate a modified 

definition of inerrancy. If the 
term inerrant is to be used, it 
must be qualified to allow for 

certain problems in the 
Bible, such as unscientific 

statements about the 
universe, variations in the 

Gospel accounts, 
peculiarities in the 

genealogical lists, and the 
like."

Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 96]

Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"On the other hand, other 
Christians feel that the 

weaknesses of the word 
inerrant limit its use. ... It 
implies that one admitted 
insignificant error in the 

Bible would destroy one's 
confidence in the whole 

biblical revelation."
Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 99.
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Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"The authority of the Bible, 
however, is based not so 

much on the perfection and 
reliability of its text as it is on 
the truth which it declares."

Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 86.

Russell H. Dilday, Jr. 

"The authority of the Bible, 
however, is based not so 

much on the perfection and 
reliability of its text as it is on 
the truth which it declares."

Dilday, The Doctrine of Biblical Authority, 86.

truth 
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Kevin Vanhoozer

"Does the author of Josh 
9:13 [sic] intend his 

statement about the sun 
standing still to contradict a 

heliocentric world view? Was 
Melanchthon right to attack 
Copernicus for suggesting 
that it is the earth, not the 

sun, that moves? Everything 
hinges on the notion of 

'affirming' and 'addressing.' 

Kevin Vanhoozer

"Joshua mentions the sun 
standing still; but is this what 
the narrative affirms? Is not 
Joshua rather affirming, in a 

manner that his readers 
could understand, that God 

supernaturally intervened on 
behalf of Israel? 
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Kevin Vanhoozer

"The point is that he is 
employing phenomenal 
language (e.g. everyday 

language about the everyday 
world) in order to 

communicate. 

Kevin Vanhoozer

"To press Joshua 9 [sic] into 
the service of Ptolemaic 

science would be an odd use 
indeed of the passage. Why? 

Because the point of the 
passage lies elsewhere. To 

be precise: it is a theological 
and, yes, historical (but not 

astronomical) point." 
[Kevin J. Vanhoozer "Lost in Interpretation? Truth, Scripture, and 
Hermeneutics" in the Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 48/1 
(March 2005) 89–114 (p. 106)]
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Kevin Vanhoozer

"The biblical authors did not 
intend every one of their 

sentences to be an assertive 
statement. To return to 

Joshua 9: [sic] the author’s 
use of phenomenal language 

is merely background 
scenery for what really 

matters, the theodramatic
assertion about the act of 

God in history."
[Vanhoozer "Lost in Interpretation?" p. 107]

Q: What about a "What is the 
Bible?" on Adam & Eve—historical 
vs. fictional?

RB: All right, then, Adam and Eve.

Q: Do you think they were real 
people?

RB: I don’t think that’s the point of the 
story.

Q: Could they have been?

RB: Of course. But then you’d have to 
answer all sorts of questions about 
DNA and fossils and evidence for how 
old the earth is…
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Q: Does anybody actually know for 
sure whether or not they were 
actual, real people?

RB: No.  

"Now Jesus Himself 
began His ministry at 
about thirty years of 
age, being (as was 

supposed) the son of 
Joseph, the son of Heli, 

... {38} the son of 
Enosh, the son of Seth, 

the son of Adam, the 
son of God."

Luke 3:23, 38   
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"Now Jesus Himself 
began His ministry at 
about thirty years of 
age, being (as was 

supposed) the son of 
Joseph, the son of Heli, 

... {38} the son of 
Enosh, the son of Seth, 

the son of Adam, the 
son of God."

Luke 3:23, 38   

"Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to 

Moses, even over 
those who had not 

sinned according to the 
likeness of the 

transgression of Adam, 
who is a type of Him 
who was to come."

Romans 5:14
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"For Adam was 
formed first, 
then Eve." 

1Timothy 2:13

Q: So debating whether or not they 
were actual, real people isn’t the 
point.

RB: Exactly. It’s actually dangerous, 
because in arguing one way or the 
other you may miss the point of the 
story. 



90

Three things that concern me in 
the current controversy 

2. Some in the "Licona" camp, though they 
might espouse a correspondence theory of 
truth, nevertheless fail to understand the 
various ways in which a proposition might 
correspond to reality.

Mike Licona
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Mike Licona

"Another challenge to the 
correspondence theory of 
truth is that historians are 
incapable of returning to 

the past in order to 
examine it in the light of 
their theories and thus 
can never verify in the 

strictest sense that their 
theories correspond to 

events in a truthful 
manner."

Mike Licona, The Resurrection of Jesus: A New 
Historiographical Approach (Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity, 2010), p. 90

Mike Licona

"As with the challenges 
affiliated with 

perceptions, the inability 
of historians to verify 

their hypotheses most of 
the time only affects their 

ability to know truth. It 
does not affect the nature 

of truth itself."
Mike Licona, Resurrection , p. 90, emphasis in 
original
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Mike Licona

"In addition to defining 
truth in a correspondence 
sense, realist historians 

attempt to establish 
criteria for identifying 

what is true in a 
correspondence sense. 

Mike Licona

"Historians should not 
change their theory 

related to the nature of 
truth in order to 

accommodate the 
uncertainty of historical 

descriptions."
Mike Licona, Resurrection , p. 90, emphasis in 
original
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According to the 
correspondence theory of 
truth, if the statement does 

not correspond to reality, it is 
by definition false.

Does Mt. 27:52-53 have any 
referent to (i.e., does it in any 
way correspond to) reality?
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 Matthew 27:51-53
Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn 

in two from top to bottom; and the earth 
quaked, and the rocks were split, {52} and 
the graves were opened; and many bodies 
of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised; {53} and coming out of the graves 
after His resurrection, they went into the 

holy city and appeared to many. 

Does the dragon in 
Revelation 12 pose a problem 

for my view of inerrancy?
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 Revelation 12:3-4 
And another sign appeared in 

heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 
dragon having seven heads and 

ten horns, and seven diadems on 
his heads. {4} His tail drew a 

third of the stars of heaven and 
threw them to the earth. And the 
dragon stood before the woman 
who was ready to give birth, to 
devour her Child as soon as it 

was born. 

Mike didn't see how I could 
reconcile my interpretation of 
Luke 7:6 in light of Matt. 8:8 

with a correspondence 
theory of truth.
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Metonymy
"The centurion answered 
and said, 'Lord, I am not 
worthy that You should 

come under my roof. ...'" 
Matt. 8:8 

"... the centurion sent 
friends to Him, saying to 
Him, 'Lord, do not trouble 

Yourself, for I am not 
worthy that You should 
enter under my roof.'" 

Luke 7:6 

Contradictions, Truth,  
and 

Inspiration and Inerrancy
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But the question is not 
whether Christianity is still 

true even if some of the 
things in the Bible are not. 

Instead the questions are:
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"It would be nonsense to affirm real 
contradictions in the Bible and then 

to affirm inerrancy."

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary

"Even Dr. Licona concedes that we 'may lose 
some form of biblical inerrancy if there are 

contradictions in the Gospels,' what you lose 
is inerrancy itself. ... An actual contradiction 

is an error."
[http://www.bpnews.net/39699, accessed 08/02/22] 

Dr. Al Mohler
President, Southern 
Baptist Theological 

Seminary
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1. The Bible is the Word of God.

2. God cannot err.

3. Therefore, the Bible cannot err.

If the Bible errs, then either:

 there is some sense in which 
it is not the Word of God, or

 there is some sense in which 
God can err.
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Three things that concern me in 
the current controversy 

3. A newer compromised concept (theory) of 
truth has arisen from Postmodernism.
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"In contrast to the modern 
ideal of the dispassionate 

observer, we affirm the 
postmodern discovery 

that no observer can stand 
outside the historical 

process. Nor can we gain 
universal, culturally 

neutral knowledge as 
unconditioned specialists. 
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"On the contrary, we are 
participants in our 

historical and cultural 
context, and all our 

intellectual endeavors are 
unavoidably conditioned 

by that participation."
[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]

Dan McGee

"Postmodernism stresses the 
distinction between objectivity of 

facts, versus objectivity of 
knowledge or people. It accepts 
the possible existence of facts 

outside human context, but 
argues that all knowledge is 

mediated by an individual and 
that the experiences, biases, 
beliefs, and identity of that 

individual necessarily influence 
how they mediate any 

knowledge." 
[Dan McGee, "Truth and Postmodernism" downloaded from 
https://medium.com/@danmcgee/truth-and-postmodernism-
816ea9b3007a, 07/15/22]  

Dan McGee
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Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"In the twenty-
first century 

world … the new 
attitude … is that 
the use of reason 

and science to 
prove or 

disprove a fact is 
questionable. …
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Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"This … points 
… to the 

postmodern 
conclusion that 

we deal with 
'interpreted 

facts.' …

Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"In the 
postmodern 
world, both 

believers and 
nonbelievers are 
people of faith."

[Robert E. Webber, The Younger Evangelicals: 
Facing the Challenges of the New World (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2002), 84]



107

Robert E. Webber
(1933-2007)

"Classical 
Christianity knew 

nothing of 
the concept of 

propositionalism
as held by 

Christians after 
the 

Enlightenment." 
(p. 84) 
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Homiletics: So then, the Traditional 
Evangelicals function within a modern 
worldview that is rationalistic, and 
propositional.  

Webber: "That probably is the most 
distinguishing feature of the 
Traditionalists. They've been shaped 
by the Enlightenment. So they work 
with modern philosophy, a modern 
understanding of science, history, 
sociology. They're modernist, and so 
they interpret the Christian faith 
through these modern categories. 
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Webber: "And what’s very interesting 
about Traditional Evangelicals is that 
the categories through which they 
interpret the Christian faith are almost 
regarded as sacred, almost as sacred 
as the Christian faith itself. So if you 
say, 'Well, I don’t believe in evidential 
apologetics,' there’s something wrong 
with you."

[http://www.homileticsonline.com/subscriber/interviews/webber.asp, accessed 09/05/20] 

Richard Rorty
(1931-2007)

"Philosophy is ‘edifying 
discourse’ the purpose of 

which is ‘finding new, 
better, more interesting, 

more fruitful ways of 
speaking’ and ‘to keep the 
conversation going rather 

than to find objective 
truth.’"

[Richard Rorty, Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1979), 360, 377, as cited in William 
F. Lawhead, The Voyage of Discovery: An Historical 
Introduction to Philosophy, 2nd ed., (Belmont, 
Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, 2002), 563]


