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Judging Heresies 
not Hearts 

 Matthew 7:1 
"Judge not, that you 

be not judged."

 1 Cor. 14:29 
"Let two or three prophets speak, 

and let the others judge."
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Test All Things

 1 Thess. 5:21-22 

"Test all things; hold fast what is 
good. Abstain from every form of evil."

NOT:
"Abstain from 

whatever looks evil"

BUT RATHER:
"Abstain from evil, no 

matter what it looks like."
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Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the 
firmament shows His 

handiwork.  Day unto day 
utters speech, and night unto 

night reveals knowledge.  
There is no speech nor 

language where their voice is 
not heard.  Their line has 
gone out through all the 

earth, and their words to the 
end of the world.  

Psalm 19:1   
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Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

For since the creation of 
the world His invisible 
attributes are clearly 

seen, being understood 
by the things that are 

made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead … 

Rom. 1:20a  

Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

For when Gentiles, who 
do not have the law, by 
nature do the things in 
the law, these, although 
not having the law, are a 
law to themselves, who 

show the work of the law 
written in their hearts ... 

Rom. 2:14-15a   
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Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

 1 John 4:5-6

They are of the world. 
Therefore they speak as of 

the world, and the world 
hears them. We are of God. 
He who knows God hears 
us; he who is not of God 
does not hear us. By this 
we know the spirit of truth 

and the spirit of error. 
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Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

 1 John 4:5-6

They are of the world. 
Therefore they speak as of 

the world, and the world 
hears them. We are of God. 
He who knows God hears 
us; he who is not of God 
does not hear us. By this 
we know the spirit of truth 

and the spirit of error. 

Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

 1 John 4:1-3

Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits, 
whether they are of God; 

because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 

By this you know the 
Spirit of God:
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Scripture Sound ReasonScripture

 1 John 4:1-3

Every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is of God, and every 

spirit that does not confess 
that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is not of God. And 

this is the spirit of the 
Antichrist, which you have 
heard was coming, and is 
now already in the world. 

 1 Timothy 4:1 
"Now the Spirit expressly 
says that in latter times 

some will depart from the 
faith, giving heed to 
deceiving spirits and 

doctrines of demons ... " 
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"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For 
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform 
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will 

be according to their works." 2 Corinthians 11:13-15  

"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For 
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform 
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will 

be according to their works." 2 Corinthians 11:13-15  

For I know this, that after 
my departure savage 

wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock. 

Also from among 
yourselves men will rise 
up, speaking perverse 

things, to draw away the 
disciples after themselves.  

Acts 20:29-30
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contrary to the doctrine 
which you have learned

but not to disputes
about doubtful things

one who causes 
offenses and divisions

one who is weak 
in the faith

AVOIDRECEIVE
Romans 16:17Romans 14:1

Some of 
the Players of the 

Word of Faith 
Movement
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Background Issues 

The Word of Faith 
Movement is not 

synonymous with the 
Charismatic Movement. 
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Matthew 18:15 does not 
require that we first go to 

the Word of Faith teachers 
with our disagreements.

It is completely proper to 
"name names."
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 1 Timothy 1:18-20 
"This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the 

prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you 
may wage the good warfare, having faith and a good 

conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith 
have suffered shipwreck, of whom are Hymenaeus and 

Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn 
not to blaspheme." 

 2 Timothy 2:16-17 
"But shun profane and idle babblings, for 

they will increase to more ungodliness. And 
their message will spread like cancer. 

Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort."
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In criticizing the Word of Faith 
teachers, we are not "stretching 

out our hands against God's 
anointed" which 1 Samuel 24:6 

and 26:9 forbid.

William DeArteaga
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William DeArteaga

Two Major 
Concerns
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The Theology and Morality of 
the Prosperity Gospel

The Occult Philosophy of the 
Word of Faith Movement 
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What Does it Mean 
for Something to 

Be 'Occult'?

The term 'occult' should not to be 
confused with the similar sounding 

word 'cult'.

'Occult' comes for the Latin 'occultus' 
meaning "hidden or secret."

Other belief systems one might 
encounter related to the occult include: 
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Eastern philosophy

Magic

Hinduism

Shamanism

Spiritism

Daoism

Witchcraft

New 
ThoughtSorcery

New Age

Wicca

Esoteric Beliefs
The Old 
Religion

Paganism

Zen

Satanism

Mysticism

Though there are very important 
differences among these belief 

systems, there is a very 
important common ground 

which makes them all properly 
called 'occult'.   



1/1/2025

20

Each of these groups holds 
some basic doctrines that they 

regard as "hidden or secret" 
from the general population. 

What Are the 
Occult Doctrines of 
the Word of Faith 

Movement?
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GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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Spiritual "Law" 

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Spiritual "Law" is the 
notion that the spiritual 
or non-physical realm 
operates according to 

laws or regularities like 
the physical realm does. 

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Much of occult practice 
is mastering these 
"laws" in order to 

manipulate the spiritual 
realm to get physical 

results.
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

This is often referred to 
as "magic."

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

Whereas the cause and 
effect (action and 

reaction) aspect of the 
physical world is the 

philosophical 
foundation of 

all modern science ...
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

... applying the same 
paradigm to the non-
physical realm is the 
essential element of 
occult philosophy.

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  



Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)
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Isaac Bonewits
(1949-2010)

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)



1/1/2025

28

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic... is... the 
change in situations or 
events in accordance 
with one's will, which 
would, using normally 
accepted methods, be 

unchangeable." 
[Anton Szandor LaVey, The Satanic Bible (New York: Avon Books, 1969), 
110] 

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Magic is never 
totally 

scientifically 
explainable." 

[LaVey, Satanic Bible, 110] 
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Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  

Natural Science
Mastering the laws that describe the 

behavior of the physical realm to 
enable us to control physical things 

and forces for the purpose of 
manipulating the physical world  

Occultism
Mastering the "laws" that describe the 
behavior of the non-physical realm to 

enable us to control non-physical 
things and forces for the purpose of 

manipulating the physical world  


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William DeArteaga



1/1/2025

31

William DeArteaga

Kenneth Copeland
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Kenneth Copeland

"We need to understand and 
realize that this actually is the 

base of all spiritual 
understanding. 'Cause people 

have had the idea that the 
spiritual world is just, you 
know “well, you just never 

know what God’s gonna do; I 
just, well you never know. I 

don’t know why that 
happened. I don’t know why 

that didn’t happen.' No, no, no. 
The spiritual realm is highly 
regulated by laws—spiritual 

laws—that govern everything."
Kenneth Copeland
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GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult

Mechanical 
vs. 

Personal 
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 Psalm 19:7-11 
"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The 
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The 
judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine 

gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping 

them there is great reward."
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The "Force"

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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There is a hidden force or energy 
which one can tap into to use for 

healing or harm. 

This force is manipulated by the 
powers of thought, words, or 

visualization.
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Exactly what this force is, according 
to the occultists, and what is the 
best way to tap into it, are what 
make the differences between 

different occult groups. 

This notion of the force serves as 
the basis of all occultism.
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)
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Yvonne Frost Gavin Frost
(1930-2016)

Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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The Word of Faith 
Movement teaches that 

faith is this force.

Copeland: "Well the force  of faith is in the spiritual realm a 
great deal like certain forces in the natural realm. It's a 

spiritual force like gravity is a natural force; electricity is a 
natural force of power. It's a power."

Paul Crouch: "It's a measurable, natural force."

Copeland: "Yeah. It's a measurable force. It's conductible. It's
perceptible to the touch. Faith is a spiritual force. It's perceptible. It is a 
tangible force. It's an invisible force. So is gravity, but it's there." 

Paul Crouch: "So is electricity.

Copeland: "So . . . "

Paul Crouch: "Does God use faith?"

Copeland: "Surely."
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Paul Crouch: "Now, see here's a sore spot." There are 
those ..." 

Jan Crouch: "Not with him!"

Copeland: "Not with me!"

Paul Crouch: "Not with you!" 

Copeland: "In fact, I'm not sore at God at all and I don't think He's sore at 
me. I haven't done anything to Him."

Paul Crouch: "No, but the critics say God is God. He doesn't have to 
have faith. He doesn't exercise faith. He use faith. He's God. He's 
the object of faith."

Copeland: "Now wait a minute. What does that mean 'object.' I don't 
know what that means."

Jan Crouch: "I don't either."  

Charles Capps
(1934-2014)
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Charles Capps
(1934-2014)

Charles Capps
(1934-2014)
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GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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Faith (pivstiV, pistis) is belief or trust. 

It means to believe what someone has 
said or to trust in someone, especially 

to trust one to keep his promises. 

Then He [the Lord] brought him [Abraham] outside and  
said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you 
are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall 
your descendants be." And he believed in the LORD, 
and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

Gen. 15:5-6
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"Now faith is the 
substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence 
of  things not seen"

Heb. 11:1 

T

TThe reason these things that 
are hoped for and not seen is 

not because they are 
immaterial but, rather, 

because they are future and 
not present.

These are those things 
promised by God such as our 

bodily resurrection.

"For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen. For the things 
which are seen are temporary, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal."

2 Cor. 4:17-18  
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"For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen. For the things 
which are seen are temporary, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal."

2 Cor. 4:17-18  

It is the same reason here. The 
difference between being seen 
and unseen is the difference 
between being present and 

being future.

Once these future promises 
are realized, they also will 

be seen.

"Now to him who works, the 
wages are not counted as 

grace but as debt. But to him 
who does not work but 

believes [pisteuvonti] on Him 
who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith [pivstiV] is accounted for 

righteousness."
Rom. 4:4-5  
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Words of 
Power 

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

In occult thinking, this 
"force" can be 

manipulated through the 
power of the spoken word.

By Howard Pyle - http://www.oldbookart.com/2008/08/25/howard-pyle-king-arthur-and-his-knights/, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18494745 

This activity in the occult 
is often referred to as a 
"spell" or "incantation." 
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Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)

Nevill Drury
(1947-2013)
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Anton Szandor LaVey
(1930-1997)

"Satanic Ritual is a 
blend of Gnostic, 

Cabbalistic, Hermetic, 
and Masonic elements, 

incorporating 
nomenclature and 
vibratory words of 

power from virtually 
every mythos." 

[LaVey, The Satanic Rituals: Companion to The Satanic Bible (New York: 
Avon Books, 1972, 21] 

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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Charles Capps
(1934-2014)

Charles Capps
(1934-2014)
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Charles Capps
(1934-2014)

God is

Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)
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Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)

Kenneth E. Hagin
(1917-2003)
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Hinn: Witches, even ... I mean, I'm not here to talk about witches, but I'll tell 
you this

Jan: Tell that story . . . 
Paul: They, they under . . . 
Jan: I love it.
Paul: They know this secret.

Hinn: Because, see, I had a witch tell me this. And I said, "What?" She said—
listen to me—she said "Did you know that we are taught in witchcraft 
how to kill birds with words and how to kill people with our mouth." I 
said "What's that mean 'kill people'?" She said, "We were taught with 
words to bring disease on men." And I said, "Well how?" She said 
"Well, by speaking certain words" (that they teach them) she said "we 
can actually cause sickness that could very well kill."
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William DeArteaga

William DeArteaga
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William DeArteaga

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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Rather than activating some 
"force" in the cosmos, prayer 
is entreating God for His will, 

grace, and mercy. 

Other Characteristics of Prayer
We must pray for our daily needs. (Mk. 6:11)

We must not faint in praying. (Luke 18:1)

We must let our requests be made known 
unto God. (Phil. 4:6-7) 

We must pray according to God's will. (1 John 5:14-15)

We must not pray for the wrong things or for the 
wrong reasons. (James 4:2-3)

Our requests are not always granted (2 Cor. 12:8-9) 
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Human 
Godhood 

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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The goal of occultism is to 
realize one's own divinity or 

godhood. 

One's "godhood" is 
actualized by the application 
of various occult techniques 
in the attempt to manipulate 

occult powers.
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Richard Cavendish
1930-2016

Richard Cavendish
1930-2016

Richard Cavendish
1930-2016



1/1/2025

63

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
(1946-2014)

Margot Adler
1946-2014
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GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult

God came from heaven; became a man.
Made man into little Gods;
Went back to heaven as a man. 
He faces the Father as a man. 
I face devils as the Son of God.

[audience applause]

God came from heaven; became a man.
Made man into little Gods;
Went back to heaven as a man. 
He faces the Father as a man. 
I face devils as the Son of God.

[audience applause]
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Do you see what I'm talking about?
You say "Benny Hinn, am I a little 

God?" 
You're a son of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."
You're a child of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."

Do you see what I'm talking about?
You say "Benny Hinn, am I a little 

God?" 
You're a son of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."
You're a child of God, aren't you?

[audience] "Yes."

You're a daughter of God, aren't you?
[audience] "Yes."

What else are you? [audience indistinct]
Quit your nonsense.
What else are you? 

[from the audience] "I am."

You're a daughter of God, aren't you?
[audience] "Yes."

What else are you? [audience indistinct]
Quit your nonsense.
What else are you? 

[from the audience] "I am."
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If you say "I am" you're saying "I'm a part 
of Him." right? [audience] "Right."

Is He God?  [audience] "Yes."
Are you His offspring? [audience] "Yes."
Are you His children? [audience] "Yes."
You can't be human.

If you say "I am" you're saying "I'm a part 
of Him." right? [audience] "Right."

Is He God?  [audience] "Yes."
Are you His offspring? [audience] "Yes."
Are you His children? [audience] "Yes."
You can't be human.

Morris Curello
(1931-2020)

John Avanzini

Currello: "John, come on up here. Come on. John Avanzini, one second, I want you 
to tell me what you hear the Spirit of God saying this morning. Tell me."

Avanzini: "What the Spirit of God; yes sir."
Currello: [interrupting] "What you hear the Spirit of God saying the morning."
Avanzini: "That it's being declared in the Earth today what the eternal purpose of 

God has been through the ages and it's coming clearly now that God's 
people; that He is duplicating Himself in the Earth."

Currello: "Amen, amen!"
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“Peter said it just as plain, he said 
‘we are partakers of the divine 

nature.’ That nature is life eternal in 
absolute perfection. And that was 
imparted, injected into your spirit 
man and you have that imparted 
into you by God just as same as 
you imparted into your child the 
nature of humanity. That child 

wasn’t born a whale; born a human. 
Isn’t that true? Well now, you don’t 
have a human, do you? No. You are 
one. You don’t have a god in you. 

You are one.”

P. Crouch: "He doesn't even draw a distinction between Himself and;"
Copeland: [interrupting] "Never, never. You never can do that in a covenant relationship."
P. Crouch: "Do you know what else that's settled then tonight? This hue and cry and controversy that has been spawned 

by the devil to try and bring dissention within the Body of Christ: that we are gods. I am a little god."
Copeland: "Yes."
J. Crouch: "He gave us his name."
Copeland: "Yes."
P. Crouch: "I have his name. I'm one with Him."
Copeland: [on top of P. Crouch] "The reason we are;"
P. Crouch: "I'm in covenant relation. I am a little God. Critics, be gone!"
Copeland: "You are anything He is."
P. Crouch: "Yes."
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Joyce Meyer

"You know, why do people have 
such fit about God calling His 
creation, His man—not His whole 
creation but His man—little gods? 
If He's God, what's He going to call 
them but the god-kind? I mean, if 
you as a human being have a 
baby you call it a human-kind. 
If cattle has another cattle, 
they call it cattle-kind. I 
mean, what's God 
supposed to call them? 
Doesn't the Bible say 
that we're created in 
His image?"

GodhoodWordsThe ForceSpiritual Law

The Bible and Sound ReasonWord of Faith MovementThe Occult
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There is 
only one God.

Jeremiah 10:10-11 
But the LORD is the true God; He is the 

living God and the everlasting King. At His 
wrath the earth will tremble, And the 
nations will not be able to endure His 

indignation. Thus you shall say to them: 
"The gods that have not made the heavens 
and the earth shall perish from the earth 

and from under these heavens."
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Our being in the 
image of God does 
not make us divine.
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"as His divine power has given 
to us all things that pertain to 

life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called 

us by glory and virtue, by 
which have been given to us 

exceedingly great and precious 
promises, that through these 
you may be partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the 

world through lust." 

2 Peter 1:3-4   

"Furthermore, we have had 
human fathers who corrected 
us, and we paid them respect. 

Shall we not much more readily 
be in subjection to the Father 
of spirits and live? For they 

indeed for a few days 
chastened us as seemed best 
to them, but He for our profit, 

that we may be partakers of His 
holiness."

Heb. 12:9-10
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Summary 
Conclusion 

It is completely 
appropriate to judge 

doctrine.
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Having judged doctrine, it 
is incumbent to expose 

the heresies that are 
spiritually injuring people.

There are identifiable 
doctrines that constitute 
an occult view of reality.
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These doctrines are at the 
core of the doctrines of 

the Word of Faith 
movement.

These doctrines stand in 
stark contrast to the 

teachings of the Bible and 
to sound reason.


